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CHAPTER 1. 
Ti1c Snow-bound Christn1as Party. 

}\ H('J nn.\ r.n \\'JX~TO~ l)EHEK 
~~l. ( ;LE:\Tll_f)H~E, tdt-g·:111L in in1n1al::_t· 

1 at'-·· ('.\ i:·n::: :;-d n .. •=-·', hea r111.:d upon h1 :5 
~t1t•.-t3. It \\":l~ Chri~nnas ni-;ht, and 

1J1c .L·,1wir1g·-roo!u at: V'o1Y~~t Ilou::e W~$ ~~!nw 
,";':::! i_-:,,,·tr! 1..: li~·h:.:, Jnd the gr~at log- fire 

I JI 1!) ,, 
I 

I 

0 
--· -·· ------; .,. 

wa:; bnrninq n1erriiy. .\ b1g radio set wa~ 
ni,·inn• fo:·th tnneful dance n1u~iL\ 
~ -. 

;. \VPII. I 1nean to say, c,·crythin~ 1s chr•el',Y 
a:1d brig·lit, \\"hat'?" a~ked .Archi,~ happily . 

.. 11atlH)t•!"' ~aid lla11dforth. u\Vllat nh,,nt 
:1un-_ht~1· dance. Irene 1 Thi:; one's n \\';1!1z, 
. • • t • • ' l~n·t 1.C 

Irene 1\[a11ners s111iled. and --oon :-:-llf\ :tnd 
th ◄ ! lntrlv Edward Oswald wcr0. waltzin'~ 
i ouud tl1~ roon1 \\'!lh other couple.~. .... 
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By 
EDWY SEARLES 

BROOKS 

, 

Christmas at Forest Bouse-but a Christ­
mas which holds terrifying moments for 
Archie Glenthorne's young guests. For 
Forest Bouse is haunted-haunted by 
evil spirits ! To this house of dread comes 
Nelson Lee, the famous detective, deter­
mined at all costs to probe its sinister 

mysteries! 

On the face of it the party was happy. 
"\-et there was a certain strained look on 
znost of the faces of these young people. 
'l1h(•_y seerned to be e~pectant-half-terrified 
of ~omething grirn happening, to wreck the 
l1appiness of the party. 

All these St. Frank's boys and l\loor View 
girl~ were not really .. L\.rchie Glcnthorne'~ 
~ue3t.S, but the guests of Lady Eustacia 
Uo\Yers--Archie's aunt. Forest llouse was n 
tine olcl English 1nansion in the very heart 
c•f the New Forest. 

Some of the gaiety usual in Christmas 

part.ics was lacking, no doubt, because the 
hostess ,vas upstairs, injured; . and two of 
the guests were ncting as nurses. Lady 
Bowers was suff cring from a nasty blow on 
the head, which had cau~ed .slight concus.~ion 
and a lacerated sralp. 

It \\'as known to the guests, moreover, 
that not a single ser\'ant remained under this 
roof. The boys and girls had the entire 
mansion to themseh·cs-and they \vould not 
be dancing and making merry now, only 
Lady Bowers had expressed a keen wish 
that they should carry on. She \Yould have 
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prcfcrn~d them to lca\·e the house altogether; 
but since they insisted upon renia1ning, sh,) 
,ranted thern to disregard her own indis­
position. 

But the strainec.l look on the faces of the 
· guests was not entirely due to these circu1n-
:5tauces. There was som~thing else-so1nc-
th1ng far rnore harrowing. 

"Enjoying yourself, Renie?" nsked Hand­
forth, ns he and his partner danced. 

"No!" replied Irene l\ianncrs firmly. 
"01 I " 1, say-- • · 
"\Vhat's the good of pretending, Ted?" 

asked the girl, her blue eyes full of concern. 
"\Ve're keeping up the p~rty, I know, but 
none uf us are enjoying the - music or the 
dancing. All our nerves are on edge-and 
you know it. Why not be open about it?" · 

"I suppose you're right," admitted Hand­
forth reluctantly. "Things aro queer, aren't 
they? We don't know what's going to 
happen next." · · 

E\·en as he said the words, the dance came 
to nn ·end; the music had ceased;· and· there 
was a brief pause. Tho radio was silent. 

It was during this brief silence that every­
body ceased speaking. They did not know 
why. but when the music stopped, they gener­
ally stopped talking, too-and, alth_ough th~y 
tried to conceal the fact, they were all listen­
ing. LiE,tcning for-they knew not what. 
This had happened several times, but another 
dance had started, and the party haJ carried 
on. 

But now there were startled expressions, 
and two of the girls. at least, ga\·c tiny little 
shrieks of preliminary terror. 

"I beard something!'' whispered Doris 
IlerJ(eley. · 

"It's nothing," said Regg_ie Pitt, of the 
St. Frank's Remove. "We're all a bit 
jumpy, and-" 

"Wait n minute!" said· Nipper, intei-n,pt­
ing. "There's somebody outside-out on the 
terrace.,, 

Crunch~runch-crunch ! . 
There came to the ears of the boys and 

girls the sound of measured footsteps outside 
the gl"eat French windows. The snow · out 
there was frozen, but who cquld be walking 
round the house at sucl1 an hour-011 Christ­
mas night? 

.. Oh I" murmured Irene,· clinging more 
tightly to Handfortb. 

Strange things had happened thi.-J evening 
-or the young people would not ha,·c been 
6tartled by that sound-which, after all, ,vas 
prosaic enough. But they knew that all the 
servants _had departed, and- · 

"Look!" cried Violet Wat5'>n, her voice 
rising with shrill a]arm. 

The curtains were not drawn completely 
over one of the windows ; and for n Hnsh a 
figure was· seen-a white, ghostly figure, flit­
ting outside in the darkness.. 

''This is madness I" said Nippel" sharply. 
He ran to the window, Hung the curtain 

aside with a quick movement, nnd flung open 
· ono of the French windows. . · 

"Who are you?" ho demanded loudly. 

1\.nd eYerybody in the drawin 6 -roo1n re­
mairn~d :;,tilJ, breathl,_1 ~s; and every face ,·.-a~ 
alight with horrified expectation. 

A shoi1~ can10 fron1 Nipper-and it \"ras :i 

shout of JOY and ¥1aducs.:;. 
"Guv'nor !" he excJanuctl. 
The n1an who walked into the drawin;­

roon1, his overcoat and hat smothered 111 
snow, was none other than Nelson Lee, the 
great dctccti\"e. 

Ile had been ~tniling at first, but as he 
.saw the expres~ious on . the many faces, a 
look of wonder ca1ne into hi.i eyes, quickly 
supple1nented by concern. 

''Well, upon my ,vord!" he excla-in1cd. 
"You young people are in a highly nervous 
condition, aren't you? Did you mistake n1e 
for· a ghost, or what?" 

Two or three of the girls were laughing­
and laughing hysterically. The boys l'!i. ·1 

forward with shcut-s of welcome. And thev 
were so eager that ·Nelson Lee knew, at 
once, that his coming was heralded with .a3 

rnuch delight as. though he were a deliverer. 
"Guv'nor P' said Nipper fervently. "You're 

the very n1an wo needed-1nore than any 
other. Oh, thank goodness you're here!" 

'' But what on earth is the n1atter with you 
nll ?'' asked Nelson Lee. "\Vhy are you .st> 
·frightened? Surely tho crunching of my 
footsteps did not startle you?" 

"}.fr. Lee, old thing, vou don't know half 
oi it!" said Archie_ Glenthorne. "Good gad! 
I'd rather see you. than the Pri1ne l\linister 
ancl all the bally Cabinet!" 

"Steady, young 'un !'' said Nelson Lee. 
" ... i\.pparentJy, I have arrived at an interest­
ing moment. Yet you all seemed happy 
enough when I glanced in through the win­
dow. You were dancing to the radio n1usic, 
and-" 

"It was only to lcecp us level-l1eadcd, 
guv'nor," said Nip.Per. "\Ve'vc been having -
a pretty rotten time this evening. \\"hv 
didn't you get hero before?" · 

"I should have been here very n1uch 
earlier, my Jad-but the ro3ds are in a 
dreadful condition," replied Nelson Lee. 
"There has been so nn1ch snow in this pa1·t 
of the country that the trains are 11.ln­
ning anyhow.· So I came by road-and I 
got a]ong all right until I encountered these 
New ]forest lughways. They aro little fre­
quented; and the cx})Qied nature of the 
country has caused 1nany snowdrifts to 
gather. I was compelled. to abandon the c:u· 
rome miles back, nnd it had taken me nearly 
a coup)e of hours to cover three miles. u_ 

"Well, thank goodness you're here at last/' 
said Nipper. "Never n1ind the car-that can 
be rescued to-tnorrow, or the next day-er 
next week. \Vho cares? The fact that l·ot1 
are · here is enough for the n1oment." 

By this time Nelson Lee had shed his over­
coat and hat, and the French windows ha,t 
been closed. Tho great detective looked 
round keenly. 

"\VeJI, before w,~ go any further you hnrl 
b l • ,, J .d . ' " :\.T cttcr c:q1.a111, 10 sai quiet y. ~,.o, not 
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y·ou, Archie. I tl11nk 
the talking." 

Nipper had better do believe in the occult would say thnt an 
elemental is at work." 

"Oh, rather P' said Archie, backing "' ay. 
"I'm apt to be son1ewhat lengthy, and all 
that sort of thing. Go to it, Nipper. old 
boy!" 

"W~LL, ns Y_ ou know, guv'nor, we're 
· all down here as the guests of 

Lady Bowers-Archie's aunt," 
said Nipper. "You were invited, 

too, nnd mighty glad we are to have you 
l1cre." 

"But why thIS 1ntc_1se joy nt my arl'ival ?" 
asked Nelson Lee 

"Go on r· said Nelson Lee grimly. 

"For one thir•g·, guv'nor, because 
the· only man 1n the house." 

"Well, guv'nor, before we could get o,·er 
that shock. there cnn1e the sound of tre1ne11- , 
dous crashing from the hall," contin11crl ~ 
Nipper. "\Ve rushed outi and we found a ~ 
great oak table high 111 t 1e air; and as we :: 
looked at it, 1t was hurled against the ·· 
further wall and smashed to pieces. Then t 
a chair did the· sam(; thing. Nobody touched I 
it, yet it rose into rhc., air, and it was smashed. 1 
Gne of the legs brokt' off, struck the bauis- l 
ters, and hit Lady Bowers on the head, l 
stunning her.'' j 

you're ~•y sec," said Le:e slowly. "Then Lady 
Bowers was hit, n1ore or less. by acC'ident? I 
The oho.ir \,·as not actually flung at her­
or at any of you?" 

"Among the gnest~1 you mean ? " 
"No-literally.'' 
'' But what of the servants?" 
"They've goner' 
"Gono ! " 
" Bolted ! ,, 

_ "And why did tho servants bolt.?" asked 
Ne.Ison -Lee, n1ore surprised than ever.· 

"They all went just as we were sitting 
down to dinner-turkey and plum pudding,,, 
said Nipper, with a grimace. "Things hap• 
pened. And the ser\'·ants just went off 
their head, with panic, and ran out; 
E,·erybody-the maidservants, the cook~, 
chambermaids, the butler. the boots, 111cn­
servants-everybody. Goodness knows where 
they ,vent-th~y tramped into For~ingbr1dg;, 
I suppose. At the present moment there s 
nobody in the house except we guests, you, 
and Archie's aunt. ..~nd she's upstairs, in 

· bed, suffering from_ a nasty wound on the 
head." 

"No, sir; it hit the wall quite a long way 
from us,,~ rcplic-d Nipper "I hadn't thought 
of that hC'fore. 'fhe chair leg only l1it 
Archie's aunt because it glanced off the baui::­
ters and was dcfferted." 

"Then this so-called elemental wns not 
really malicious,'' said Ll'~. with a touch of 
-dryness in his voice • "In other words, if 
tricksters were at work-;;J?ractical jokers, I 
mean-the accident might have· happened hy 
mere c-hance. I can well understand how you 
were startled." · · 

"The servants bolted; they were tcr1·1fied 
out of their wits,~, said· Nipper. •• Well, 
Archie asked u~ to stand by him-and we 
did. That's all." -

~, But most of us bolted nt fir.st," confess\2d 
Tommy Watson. "We on1y came back into 
the house when we realised that Lady Bowers 
was injured, and that ·Archie needed us.~, 

Nelson LeP pursed his lips. 
"And what are these-things 

pC'ned ?" he asked bluntly. 

"Has anything happr.:ncd since then?" 
that hap- asked Nelson Lee. • 

"l\lanifestat1ons, sir!" said Hand forth 
breathlessly "Ghostly happenings! Pcr­
-~onally, I'm not satisfied that trickery hasn't 
been at work--'' 

"I think you had better let Nipper do the 
talking. old 1nan.,, interrupted Lee gently. 

"\Ve were 51tt1ng in the big dining-room, 
nnd everything \\a5 ·very bright and cheery, 
1.d1cn the iight~ suddenly ,vent low,,,· said 
Nipper. "Then an extraordinary thing hap­
Jlened. The spoon~ and forks-all the silver, 
in fact- floated off the table, jingling,_ 
and-" . 

'' Floated off tho table?" rc11catcd Lee, 
g-i\·ing Nipper a hard look. 

,:Yes, guv'no1·." . 
"Do you expect n10 to believe that?" 
"But it'~ true!" went up an eager chorus. 
"And then atl the silver went shooting 

across the roo1n, and it crashed ngninst one· 
of the panelled walls, falling in a heap on 
the floor," said Nipper. "Lady Bowers said 
that it was n ghostly n1,1nifcstation. It seems 
that Forest House has an evil reputation at 
C~hristmas. There's no ghost here~ that can 
be seen-but funny things happen. I '\'c 
~ometimes read of houses like it. People who 

"Nothing, sir." 
.. And Lady Bowers?" 
"She is 1nuch better-the injury isn't 

serious," replied Nipper. "I don't think 
there's any real need for a doctor." 

"Well, I seem to ha,·c arrived at a strange 
Christmas party," said Nelson Lee, lookiug 
round. "D9 any of you know i£ this house 
has been haunted before? Do you suspect 
trickery Ly anybody?'' 

uves bl Gcorger said Handforth 
promptfy. '\Ve suspect Nerki !" 

"\Vcll, rea,ly, that's a bit thick, old son,'' 
protested Archie. "I mean, there's no abso­
lute evidence. After all, Nerki hasn't been 
near the place, so far as we know." 

"Ncrki," repeated Lee thoughtfully. .. You 
mean, of course. Professor I van Nerki, tho 
man who has tern1ed himself the Sorcerer of 
the New Fore~t ?" 

"That's him, sh\'' said Nipper. "He lives 
only n mile or two away-in nn old stono 
house." 

u An<l what mnkcs yon suspect Nerki ?" 
asked Lee, glancing at Handfo1·th. 

"Because I believe he's a fraud, sir,~• snid 
Edward Oswald bluntly. .. .. .c\rchie can tell you 
more about hun than I cnn.,, 



6 THE MAN WHO DEFIED THE WORLD ! Astounding Story of Modern Pirates. 

Nelson Lee turned to Archie. 
"This blight0r n1ay ue genuine, or he 111:iy 

not," said Archie hesitatingly. "It's fright­
fuJly diflkult to know. But for s01ne months 
past he has been influcucing a pretty foul 
spell O\'Cl' n1y aunt. She believes in him i1n­
plicitly. anri allows her whole life to be ruled 
by what he says." 

"You mean, her every action?" 
"Literally that, sn·," 1·eplied Archie ir. dis-

1 ress. "\Ye haven't discu~scd the 1natter 
1nuch-but it's . just as well that it should 
co1ne out. Aunt Eustacia even ref used to Jct 
111e bring the chappies and the girls hei·c 
until she had con;ulle<l Nerki." 

"By the fact that the party is here I 
iinagine Ncrk1 consented?" 

"That's Just· what 110 didn't· do," rC'plicd 
Archie "You see, the lads were pretty cer­
tain that Ncrki would put the kybosh on tho 
whole plan-and I was keen upon having the 
party, so that Aunt _Eustacia would be lifted 
out ol the. rut. And sundry of the stout­
hearted brethren waylaid Nerki in his own 
hcuse, locked hi1n in the woodshed, and 
Nipper impersonated the bhghtcr." 

"\\
1asn't that very high-handed, young 

'un? '' asked Lee severely. 
"\Ve thought the situation warranted it, 

sir,'' replied Nipper defensively. "We knew 
that Nerki would spoil . everything-and 
Al"chic was awfully keen on helping his 
aunt. Aud we w~re certain that Nerki was 
a fraud. So we grabbed him, and when 
Lady Bowers consulted him about the pro­
posed party, I did all the talking. She didn't 
guess a thing-and she believes, even now, 
that Nerk1 gave his sanction." 

.. Did not the man inform Lady Bowers of 
the trick you had done?" 

"He· dnren't." said Handforth. .. A sor­
cerer a dabbler in blaclt magic, he couldn't 
admit that he had been locked in his own 
woodshed by a crowd of schoolboys." 

"\Ve told him to do his worst," explained 
Nipper. "\Ve seemed to be justified, too, 
because an extraor<l1nary change came apout 
in Lady Bowers. During the past few days 
shs has looked ten years younger, and she 
has been serenely happy. Once away from 
his influence, everything in her life was dif­
ferent. 'Ihcn this happened. She declares 
that Nerki was ' protecting' the house, and 
that for soine reason he has withdrawn his 
protection. But that may be a lot of occult 
nonsense. Personally, I don't believo in 
ghosts-and won't until I sec one face to 
face." -

" Same here,,. said Handforth exciteclly. 
"Even now I believe that the rummy hap­
penings in this house are caused by fakery." 

N e)son Lee rose to his feet. 
"Well, we'll sec a.bout that," he said 

quietly "I think it is about time that a 
1na.n arrived upon the scene. I shall have to 
have a quiet ta1k with Lady Bowers to-mor­
row 1 mu~t get to the bottom of this extra­
ordinary affai1·. ~ regards Professor Nerki, 
I hncl ht-a1·d of '1im, bnt I know nothing 
against him. People say that he is a genuine 

n1ystic. ~ot that that 1neans anything: n ~ ! 
of thc3c 1nvstic~ are genuine until somethi11;; 
happens to" expose thcin as frauds.'' 

" ... L\.nynow, if any unauthorised person has 
been near this house to-night, we shall know 
in the morning,., said N ippcr. "Nobody 
could have .approached- the place without. 
leaving footprints in tho snow-and deep 
footprints at that." ..... 

There was a keen, cager light in the de­
tective's eyes. Iii had co111c down here for 
a brief holiday; he had con1e, in fact,' n1ainly 
to pl.ease Nipper. ....\.nd he had walked. ri~ht 
into an uncanny n1ystery. All of his 111-

stincts were a rouse.cl. 
"Von young people had better get on with 

your dancing," he said. "I want to ha \"u 
a look at the d1111ng-room-and the hall. ..\ud 
I would hko to exarnine the silver and the 

} d . " smas 1e turn1ture. 
u 1.1h1nk you'll get a clue, sir?" asked IIand­

forth eagerly. . 
"I 111io-ht," replied Nelson Lee. "But I 

don't w~nt any of you boys to interrupt 
your pleasures. Just let 1ne potter about for 
a tin1e." 

He was a.bout to n1ove across to the door 
when he pausecl. The radio had been going 
all this time; and a new fox-trot had con1 4 

meuced only a n1inutc ago. It was playing 
briskly, but it seemed to Nel~n Lee that 
the strength of the music was becoming 
less. In fact, it died away evcq as he 
paused. . 

And at the sa111e mon1cnt the electric light-, 
of the rooin bee-rune perceptibly dim. 

"The lights-the lights I" cried one of the 
girls, with u little sob of terror. "They'ril 
going do,,;n-just- like they did in the dinin;­
room !'' 

".A.nrl the nntsic is dying away!" c_>x­
clai1ncd Travers. 

., Nothing in that l" rapped out Nelson Lee. 
"It is an electric wireless set-fed fro111 the 
1nains. So111ebody, or son1ethiug, is tan1per· 
ing with the current." 

1.'he lights were becoming so dim that :t 
wa:; now difficult to see across the room-and 
the great log fire, astoundingly enough, hart 
<lied down with the lights. Lee looked at 
it sharply-in wonder. The flames 10 the 
firep1acc had lost · their brilljance; yet the 
flan1es were there just the sa111e. 

'fhun1p ! 
Son1ething :;oft an<l huge. it scen1ed, httrJecl 

itself again.st th~ door, nud everybody in th~ 
roo1n stood st-0ck•st11J, breathless ,vith appre­
hension. 

CHAPTER 2. 

The Ghost Voices. 

T HC:\IPJ . 
This ti1ne. the sound was louder ~nd 

1nore ala1·n11ug. NeJson Lee, looking 
at the door, nctnally saw the panels 

bu1ge. Son1ething cnor1nous, it seemed, wns 
. out in the hall. attempting to force the door 
down hy ~hccr bJ"ute strength. 
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.. i\nd the effec.:t upon the young guests was phnntly. "l\ilr. Lee n1cans that he's Hl3·,. 
t(•1Tifying. They pi<:tured some vile, mon- picious of triekery." '· 
~t.rous thing, something shapeless, so1neth1ng '' Not exactly that, llandforth, '' corrected 
from the world of the supernatural. Their Nelson Lee. "I ha,·e an open mind. l 
imagination boggled at any truo picture of have ne,·er experienced anything ghostly 
the unknown which sought entry. which hns not been capable of a material 

Some of the girls screamed, nnd the boys, cxplauation. But l'1n not saying that a 
going to their aid, needed all their. pluck ghostly manifestation could not occur. But 
to keep a grip on themselves. I have yet to be convinced.,, 

'"rlus is absurd 1" said Lee angrily. "That.'s good enough for me, lads and 
He took a stride forward, but at that lassies!" said Archie. "l\1r. Lee knows jolly 

n1on1ent there ca1ne snch a tiemendous crash well that there's some dirty work goin,g 
on the door that splinters of wood Hew in on. lu fact, filthy wor!<- And, by gad, . he s 
nll directions. The door, in fact, burst into t~o very man for th~ Job. Let's leave 1t to 
a hundred fragments. And ns it did so a -hun. And we m_ustn t ~c scare~ any more. 
chill blast of air swept into the room, and I mean _to ~ay, it's Chr~}mas-t1me, and ,..,·e 
this was peculiar, for the hall was as \\'ell ought t_o be_ JOlll: and gay. . 
heated as the drawing.:room. · A1·~l11e did his oest, but 1t ":as no use. 

Nelson Lee ieapt into t-hc wrecked door- The ~uests were very far from Jolly: They 
"·ay, but he could seo nothing: The hall was wer~ 1n a state of lug~ nervous tens10!1· 
})itchy black. ~elson Leo wns look1~g up at two figur'cs 

"\Vho's there?" he demanded sharply. w~1ch stood on the landing. They were very 
A · h .;; d I . ·d 1 • h • h dainty figures-for they belonged to two of 

s. e .. at t .10 " 01 s, t 18 hg ts tn t e the girls of the party. They had been look-
<11:a wing-room flickered, a11:d the~ came on 1ng after Lady Bowers-but they had been 
~\~1th fuJl strength. The hghts in the hall attracted Ly th t rnult c bing. 
did the same. And for a moment everybody D"d : 

1 
u tious ras 

,·,ns dazzled. " 1 you gir s see nnyth1ng ?" asked 
· But there was nothinrr unusual in s1rrht- Nelson Lee. 
no monstrous fi rrure ~o ghostly pre~ncc '·Oh!" cried one of them. "Look! l\I r. 
,rhich could acc;unt' for the man1fcstat1on. Lee! Thank goodness!" 
·Yet only a few seconds had elapsed. lt Thc-y c~1nc r1_u1ning ~lown, their faces 
~ccmed scarcely po-,sible that any tricl~tcr flu~hcd with c~c1ten1e~t. They were 1\lary 
conld have escaped in the time. St~?1m~rs and Vera \V1lke~. 

:'Keep your heads, youngsters," sai~, Lee cricc?\~e~!~· Lee, when did you get here?" 
briskly, as ho ran out into the hall. An<.l "l h 't b h I b · 
llon't come all crowding ont. Just a aven ?en ere ong- ut it sce!ns · 
minute!" that I ha_vc arrived _ none too s~on," rcpucd 

Ho was down on his hands and knees nea1 ~~:din: f!!d you girls sec anytlung from tha 
the floor, which was polished. flis eJectrio "No0 

• t 1 1 ,, ·d "1 ., ,., 
torch was out, nnd keenly, eagerly, he was . ; 1 w~~ t~o car_<, . sai .. , nry. 'le 
C'xamining the ~urface And when he rose hcaid thl: nobe, ,llld "e inn out. llut tho 

t- • hall w·1s 1n co1nplcte da1·kn c:. ,, to his feet, his eyes were grim. ' e~.. . 
"Anythin(J" guv'nor 1" asked Nipper Nels~n Lee n_octded, and his hps •were tight. 

breathlessly.0
' ;; fi~1c!~sters hke da~·~nes: !" he said grufH!. 

"I don't know-yet," replied Lee. "If n t gho5ts,. too· _~h.ed Vera. 
Ho stood, looking round. 1-lo saw the a ghost is genuine,. 1 Ece no ~easo:: 

,\rreckage of the table and the chair. He why_ he should' not opera.ta tn ~?e full hght, 
had heard of that episode from the boys. reph~d Lee, '' 1th a smile. 1 am always 
Now there was this burst door. It was an !~~~~:s leof 

1
:arkue~~-when something un-

€'::ttremely heavy door, and no human being ' "Look b 1 h PPfi?5
• . ,, . , • 

<.-ould have smashed it in. It was not merely ueer voi at t e ic, Sir,. eaid Church, tn a 
broken, but s11attered into fragments. Some- q Nel n c.L l k d · · 
thing enormously heavy must have been ~o ee 00 c at it-nnd everybody 
l 1 d . · I <l else did, too. 
1ur e <1.ga1nst t 10 oor to create that •havoc. "Tliei•L.o's otl · ·th th fi ,, 

o.;;, n ung wrong w1 e re 
"I am beginning to understand you1· teel- said I-Iandforth. "\Vhat's the matter with 

ings, boys-and you particularly, girls,' 1 said you, fathead?" 
.:he detective. "Thero is always something "That's just it-there's nothing wrong " 
exceptionally terrifying in n happening ot replied Church. "It's blazing high, and th~t 
this kind. Thero is nothing visible-nothing fire had been there all the evening. How 
tangible. But 1 want you to !i:ecp ·your was it, then,. that_ t~e hall was 1n complete 
heads. You cannot get away from this house darkness? \\' hy d1dn t the fire cast a glow of 
to-night-so you had better n1ake the · best some kind?" 
of things." "By George, that's rummy!" said Hand-

" 'fell us one thing, sir-please!'' urged forth, with a start. 
Church. "Do you think all this is being "A screen might ha\~e been pulled across 
caused by-a ghost?" ·. it-or some· chemical could ha\·e been used 

"I can only tell you, Church, that I don't to completely obliterate the Hames, and 
believe in ghosts.'' 1·eplied Lee shortly. deaden the glow." said Lee. "I know of 

,: 1'herc you are!_'' _said flandforth tr1um- such chemicals myself; and once t-hr.ir effect 
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is gone, tho fire blazes up as 1nc1-rily ns 
before. Thero 18 nothing very re1nai-kable 
in that." 

_He could ace that the young people were 
~till nervous, anc~ he ndv1sed. them to ·go _back 
into the drawing roon1-where tho r·adio 
was still sending forth 1nusic. · · 

'~ Try to forget this," said- Lee earnestly. 
'' I _will adn1it that it 1s a very strange l~ap. 
pen1ng-but l have received no c1,·1dcncc, .so 
far, that a ghost is at work. Let me do a 
H ttie prowli?1g." 

'l'wo othc~r girls rehcve<l Mary and Vera, 
!.>ut when the party collect-ed together again 
111 the draw1ng-roo1n, there was no dan·c1ng. 
'fhe boys and girls had · throwil all pretence 
aside now.· · 

~elson Lee, n1eanwhilc, was "prowling." 
Nipper ha<l wanted to go with hun, but Lee 
insisted upon being alone. The detective 
went through the dining-room; he examined 
t.he silver, and he examined the broken 
furniture. Then he went into the ser,·ants' 
qu~rters, and into all the othc1· apartment.~. 
1-le explored the house, in fact, in aln1ost 
every corridor. But, so far as he could see, 
there was nothing to account for t.hc peculia1· 
pheuonienon. · 

fie found Nipper in the hall, awaiting hi1n. 
·• WelJ, guv'nor?)) 
"So far, Nipper, I nm baffled," confessed 

the detective. "I don't think I have c,·cr 
come across a case quite like this before." 

"It's the rnn1micst go!" adn1itted N ippcr. 
'· \Ve don't know what's going ·to happen 
next. Everybody is on the jun1p. ~t\nd by 
the way-look at that!" 

He indicated the great grandfather's clock 
-which wa1:, ticking sole1nnly. 

"Yes, I see," said Lee. •· Twenty n1inutes 
to twelve. Not at all late for a Christn1as 
party-hut I think I know \\~hat you n1eau, 
.Nipper." 

"Well, n1idnig-ht is supposed to ho an un­
canny sort of hour, isn't it?" said Nipper. 
., Not that it rnakcs 1nuch difference in this 
house. Queer things haYe been happening 
evl'r since about eight." 

"Al! the snnic, I think the youngsters had 
better go to their bed-rooms-and be safely 
in th~m before 1nidnight," said Nelson Lee. 
"I will go in the drawing-room and ha vc 
a few quiet words with them." 

0 What about you, guv'nor ?" 
"I shall not go to bed yet," replied Lee. 

"I want to d,1 some more exploring." 
"Let n1e stay up with you, sir," added 

Nipper. 
"No: you will_ ho of far 1nore use in your 

hed-roo:n, with some of the other boys,'' 
1·cp1i~d Lee " We don't want any sudden 
panic in th£- n1iddle of the night. If trickster3 
are at work, they will certainly operate again, 
and do their best to start such a panic." 

"No nC'ect to put me off, guv'nor," said 
Nipp~r. "Do you think there are tricksters?" 

"So far. Nipper, I have found absolutely 
110 evidC'nce to support such a theory," replied 
Nelson Lf'e. · "Neither have I found any 
evidence to convince 111e that an ' elemental ' 

i~ causing all this <li:;htrbancc. I don't hC'­
lieve in elen1cntals; I think they are ~ he 
1ncre fantasm~ of a disordered n1ind. Bt1t 
that's. tny personal view. I may be wro!1;.:-. 
But 1£ \\t' tako _it as a working hypothc~i~ 
that. son1<: ev1l-~1nded person is faking thc~e 
1nan1£cstations, th~n \YO can build up so?11t.~ 
kind of a cas~." 

"!low?'· asked Xippcr breathlessly. 
"The object-, undoubtedly; was to drh·c a) l 

you young }Jeople fron1 the house-and t!iau 
object nearly succeeded at first," rcp)icd Lee 
shrewdly. '" It was only the fact that the 
servants deserted that caused Archie to ma kc 
ut> his n1ind to stand by. And the rest of 
the guest~ ~upported 11in1, in spite of their 
fears. I don't blan1e thcin for their fen r:-.:. 
All of yo~, would have been perfectly justifi(;d 
fo~· clc~ring 0 11t. As that fir$t atte1npt 
fmlcd, another do<lgo was tried. But tlic 
object is the ~mne-to g~t everybody out of 
the house with the ~ole exception of Lady 
BowC'rs.,, 

"And ·Lady Bowt"11·s i,-, n1ore or less undc r 
th~ spell of~ Nerki, ., ~aid Nipper. · 

"But I did not n1ention Nerki's name.·, 
said I Jee. H \.,.. Oll lllll~tn't take anything for 
gTanted. young 'un." 

"But he's tl1'! nian we tricked-and h·e!-; 
the kind of 111an, I should say, who would 
he kceh enou~h for revenge, u said Nipper. 
.. And there'$ probably something deeper 
than that. Ile's got Lady Bowers liko that.­
And he held ont his open hand and closc•d 
his finger~. "She's a wealthy woman. 
guv'nor, and for all we know, he n1ay ha·, l! 
been gettin_g- lots· of inoney out of her. She 
wouldn't tell,. eYen if he had." 

"\Veil, we won't discuss the matter any 
n1ore to-uight," .~aid Leo briskly. "Co:n,~ 
along. \Ve 1nust get everybody to bed.:, 

Ile strode into tho drawing-roon1., and 1H~ . 
found the boy3 and girls standing in group,, 
eagerly talking. - Nobody had turned the 
radi? off, but nobody was attending to t:,e 
lllUSlC. 

"Well, cn~rything secn1s to be f~irly quic-t 
now, so I run going lo suggest th~t you ail 
go to bed," sa1tl Lee genially. 

There wns a silence. The boys and girls 
looked at one another. 1'hey had, in fact, 
been drea,ding this mo1nent. The girls were 
11articularly affer.ted-for it would 111eau that 
they would ha,·e to be separated fron1 tlH! 
boys. They W(.ll'C scared-and they frankly 
adn1ittcd it. . 

"l\Iust we go-yet?" asked Iren·e pleacl-
ing]y. · 

"'I think it will be better," replied Lee. 
'' It i.s ve,ry unlikely that anything strange 
will happen 1n' your bc<l-roon1s. But I will 
tell you tlus-if it will give you any con1£ort. 
I am not goiug to bed myself; but I ,Yi!I 
patrol the upper corl'idors., and if anythin~ 
unusual happen~ in any roo1n, I shall l ,c 
a wake, aud on hand." 

There was an iinmr.:diate chorus of upproYal 
and relief. 
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'; It's a jollv ;.:;·oo<l thing that you camo 
·t 0-1-iight, l\.lr ... Leer' said \Tera \Vilkcs fer­

.iYNltly. 
· '·Rather!" chorused the other girls. 

There wa~ nu doubt that Nelson Leo's 
:,,tatcment had a cheering effect upon every­
hodv in general. The very kno,vledge that 

. he \\·ould be on <lut.y in the upper corridors 
·was comforting. 

"Just :i n1innic, sir," snid llandforth 
aggressively. "It\; all very well for you to 

places-and then, if E'01ncthing rummy hap­
pens, one of us can call the· others. Then 
we shatl be ready-and perhaps we shall collar 
the trickster red-handed." 

Nelson Lee ga,·e in. Ile knew \"cry well 
that if he did not, the boys would only con­
spire together on thcfr- own, and keep watch, 
anyhow. So, with a feeling of greater con­
'fidencr.. the young giiests went up to bed. 
The girls went first, after bidding good-night 
to their friends. 'l'hey were no longer nC'r-

Pitt, standing borrifted In the shadow of the corridqr, saw a heavy oak chest shoot suddenly 
upwards fr9m the ball below, and crash clean through the banisters ! 

talk about patrolling the upper corridors-. 
l,1.1t what about us?" . · 

•• You'll be in bed-and aslcC"p, I hope," 
re-plied Lee. 

·' Not 011 your !ifc, sir." 
"But, my dear boy--" 
'' It's not fai1 that you should be 1eft all 

n1one, to keep watch," continued Hnndforth. 
• , Mv wheeze is that we form a kind of 
guai·d. · Say, half a dozen of us, and we 
cnn change tho guard at various ti1ncs during 
the night.•·. 

"Hear hear!" said Nipper. "I second 
fl1a t, Handy 1" 

"But you arf' assu1ning that there is n 
reri.l danger in thi~ house," srniled Lee•. 
': That's nonsen~e' What yon have to do is 
to go to bed and forget-" 

"Come off it. gu v'nor ! " interrupted Nipper. 
"You · know jony well that we can't do 
that. · And you nught as we11 let us chaps 
take n hand in the watching. . It'll be heaps 
better. \Ve'll atation oursch·es in different 

vous; they felt" almost themselves again. It 
was arranged that Ethel Church and Ena 
IIandforth should go and relieve the othc·r 
two girls ira Lady Bowers' bed-room. .For 
the girls were determined to remain with 
their hoste~s throughout the night. Lady 
Bowers her$c•Jf did not like being treated as 
an inYalid, but the girls were insistent . 

"I feel heaps better now that l\lr. Lee is 
here," said Ena, as she and Ethel went along 
CJ no of the welJ-lighte<l corridors. "I say, -
what a ganie ! I've never been in such a 
peculiar house! It's not -haunted in the 
-usual way. You npvcr see anything." 

"A joJly good thing, too," said Ethc~l 
thankfuliy "I'm snro I don't want to sec 
any ghosts." 

"I'm not sure that it isn't better to soc 
something," said Ena. "It's so-so dread­
fully weird to see ordinary things, like 
forks anci spoons and tables and chairs, moY­
ing about without anybody touching them. 
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I once rend of a house where everything was 
smashed up-" · . , 

·• \Vhat-whnt was that?" broke in Ethel, 
with a little catch in her voice. 

She had halted, and her pretty fnce ha<l 
gone deathly pale. · 

"Here, . what's wrong?" asked Ena bluntly'. 
'"1-1 don't know,,, faltered the other girl. 

"But I heard a voic~right in n1y car. It 
seen1ed to be whispe1·ing-" . 

"Leave this house while you arc safe, 
foolish maidens 1" 

Ena jun1ped. The voice was a 1ncro whis­
per, yet she heard every word distinctly. Tho 
sounds we.-e in mid-air-in the corridor 
itself; tho lights wero bright, but the two 
girls were alone. 

"Did-chd you hear that?" gasped Ethel 
falterir.glv. 

.. You car. hear, but you cannot see,". said 
the mystery voice: "I nm standing near 
you-between you-but I am an astral spectre, 
visible only to my own kind. And there 
arc others in this very corridor. They arc 
earning nearer Foolish maidens! Leave this 
house whilP you are still safe!" 

Ethel screumcd; she could not help it: and 
Ena, who was tho stronger of the two. held 
on to her t1ghtiy. 

"Scream-screan1 !" inocked the invisible 
voice. "It will do you no good." 

Even as 1t was saying these words, t.hc 
voice seemed to dwindle away. Arid at the 
same mon1cnt .Nelson Lee came hurrying for­
ward, accompanied by some of the other boys 
and gil'ls. 'fhey had been attracted by the 
scream. 

"'I say. Ethel, is anything wrong?" shouted 
Church. running np to his sister. · 

"It sounds awfully silly," ~aid Ena, •·but 
we heard voices." 

" \Vhat do you 1ncan ? " asked Eee sharply. 
"Voices ? \Vherc ? Did you hear any 
word~?" 

Ena gave <let.ails of the queer· experience; 
and Ethe], too, by this tin1c·, · was feeli1(g 
stronger. 

"V czy singnlur ! " muttered Lee, as he 
looked keenly round. "The voices were here, 
yo11 say? Here, at this very spot? Did they 
come from either wall, or from tho ceiling?,, 

"The;y_ sounded right against our cars,'_' 
replied Ena. 

Lee examined the walls closely, even tap­
ping them. But, ·although he found nothint; 
to account for the ghostly phenomenon, ·ho 
was looking more grim than ever. 

"I will stay hero for a while," he said. 
"I would like that voice to say something to 
1ne." 

Everybody caught their breath in, hnlf­
cxpecting that the i111pish demon which con­
trolled the voice would accept the challenge~ 
But nothing happened. . 

The girls went to their bed-rooms, and the 
bovs prepared to go to theirs, too. Nelson 
Lee was not thoroughly satisfied. He .knew 
that Ena Handforth and Ethel Church were 
steady girls, nnd not given to fancies. But 
in their present stato of nervous cxcitc1ncnt. 

it was quite possible that they should haye 
imagined things. S0111ehow, he didn't think 
this was the real explanation. They had 
heard something. 

There came anothel' Jittle commotion just 
then, but fortunately, it was only slight, and 
the girls wero not attracted froin their bed· 
rooms. Ilandforth thought he heard so111e­
thiug fron1 the haH, and he dashed down in 
his usual reckless way~ Church and McClure 
and Nipper and one or two others followed 
him But when they got into the hall there 
was nothing to be seen. 
· ·"It was only the fire crackling,". g1·owle,l 

Nipper. "Fol' goodness' sake, Handy, don't 
get tumpy. 'Thing3 are bad enough without 
that. ' 

"Sorry!" said IIandfort-h. •• 1 believe 
you're right about the fire-1 notice~I a couple 
of logs turned o,·er on their sides ~s sooa 
as I can1e down. They must have fallen­
and that was the soitnd I heard." 

Nelson Lee was ou the 6tairs. 
"You'd better switch off those light:, 

Nipper. before you come up!" he· called. ' 
Nipper did so, and then the boys came u;1 

the stairs again. It so happened that Hand· 
forth was the last-and he was not entirely 
coinfol'table about this. He thought he heard 
o. faint sound once, near the floor, and ho 
had an awful feeling that something was 
following him. But he knew how · easy it 
was to let his imag1nat1on run. riot. I-le reso-
1 utely ref used to look round. 

'' Buck up, you chaps I" he said impatiently. 
"Can't you get upstairs a bit faster?" 

He had an irresistible desire to look round 
then; for, gianc1ng up beyond the other boy!) 
who wer~ n1ounting the stairs, ho saw Nelsoa 
Leo standing against the top balustrade, and 
Lee was staring down into the blackness o i 
the hall ,vith a fixed look' in his eyes. 

As a matter of fact, Lee was staring at 
the fire, wh1~h, a moment before had been 
plainly visible on the further side of the 
great hall. It had been glowing ,varmly, 
comfortably. But now, as the boys were 
·ascend:ng the stairs, the fire had died down 
with extraordinary rapidity, until there was 
nothing but the faintest· glow left. And 
N e!son Lee knew that such a thing could 
not have happened naturally. He had· a 
feeling that it was a prelude t.o something 
1nore sensa t1011al. He expected to hear a 
sudden tunn1ltuons c1·ashing from the dark­
ness below; and his hand was already on his 
electric torch, 1·cady to flash it on. His oth•lr 
hand was n1ore (trimly occupied, fo1· it 
gripped an auton1abc pistol. 

"Hi!" yelled Handfol'th suddenly. 
"\Vhat the dickens-" gasped L'1utl'ch, 

spinning round. 
He was just in front of Handforth, and 

that cry was not merely one of startled sur­
prise, but of agony, too. And L"'hurch din1ly. 
vaguely, saw the burly junior writhing 0:1 

the stairs, jU5t below him. 
"Help F' shouted Hanrlforth hoa1·sely. 

"Oh. 1uy tioodness ! Something's got ho!d of 
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rny ankle I It's dragging me down the 
t 

. , , 
~ a1r.s-

He broke off, because at that moment bo 
had seen something just below him. · And 
he was ready to swear that it was a skeleton 
l1and, aloue in the darkness. There was no 
arm-no body-just that bony, grisly hand. 
It did not glow in a phosphorescent manner, 
but it was. just visible in spite of the dark-
11ess. 

"Let me conic F' rapped out Nelson Lee 
~harply. 

As ho spol<e ho snapped on the electric 
torch, and the white beam of light shot down 
upon the staircase~ ·scarcely a couple of 
seconds had elapsed since Handforth had 
yelled. Lee pushed past the other boys, and 
he was on the scene in a moment. Hand• 
forth. was sprawling on the stairs, but Lee 
6carcely gave him a glance. lie was direct· 
ing the light lower-into the black depths of 
the hall itseJf. But nothing was revealed in 
in that briH1ant bea111. '11here was no hand.r­
no mechanical contrivance, no ,-.·ire. Leo had 
been particularly suspicious of the latter. 

But he knew how quickly • wucs could be 
,vhipped away-he knew how invisible they 
,vere. ~ 

'' All l'ight; Handy, ord man," he said 
gently. "There's not.bing here. Pull. your• 
~elf together.' 

Handforth's face was contorted with agony. 
"~ly-n1y ankle!" he muttered. "It-it 

gripped me like a vice.'' 
"\Vhat did?" asked Church, his voice 

trembling with agitation. 
"I don't know-it felt like a horrible bony 

hand." 
'" Oh, · n1y only hat!" 
"This is getting too thick!'! 
"Steady, boys!" said Lee quickly. "You 

~houldn't say things like that, Handforth. 
There is really no sense in talking of bony 
hands. You 1nay have tripped-" 

"But I didn't tr1p ! " broke in Handforth 
indignantly, and recovering some of his com­
posure. •' Besides, I spoko of a bony hand 
because I saw one.,, 

"You saw it!" 
'' Anyhow, 1-1 belie,·e I did," said Hand­

forth, startled. "Did I? I only caught a 
glimpse of it just before you flashed the 
torch on, sir. It was g1·abbing at my ankle, 
. . d d " sir, an -an -
"You dou't seem very certain, my lad," 

interrupted Lee. "Let's have a look at your 
ankle. l might be able to tell something by 
the appearance of it." · 

He did not doubt that something had 
struck Ifandforth's ankle, and he half 
expected to see a graze, where a ,•.,.ire might 
have possibly hooked. round Handforth's foot..· 
The burly Junior tucked up his trouser-leg, 
and pulled down his sock. 

'' Great Scott!" he ejaculated. 0 Look at 
that." 

Nelson Lee compressed his lips. There 
·were two nasty bruises. on the ankle, one on 
either side. These injuries had not been 
caused· by a trip wfre. Something had caught 

Hanrlforth by the ankle, and the pressuro 
must have been tremendous to cause those 
livid bruises. 

''H'm! This must be painful, old man!'' 
·said Lee gently.· "I'm sorry. I did not 
know that you were so badly hurt." 

"It's nothing, sir,'' growled Handfo~th. 
"I'm not worrying about the pain-although 
it was frightful at the moment. I want to 
know what gra'bbed me!'' 

"It couldn't have been anything real," 
mutt.ered Church. "l\ilr. Lee hnd his light 
-flashed on within a second-and there was 
nothing. If any fool had been playing tricks, 
he couldn't have got away in the t~me." 

"But sorr1ethiug mechanical, and even re• 
sembling n bony hand could have been p11shetl 
through these wide banisters," said Nelson 
Lee ~hrewdly. '' Moreover, it could have 
been quickly withdrawn-and in the first Hash 
of my torch, I should have seen . nothing. 
Beneath the stairs, here, there is a deep 
recess, and an active man could easily have 
slipped away into the- shadows long before 
rny light could have 1·eached him. No, boys; 
t.herc's no c\·idence of a spirit manifestation 
here. But, again, t.here's no evidence of 
trickery, eit.her. \\1' e are still baffled." 

"It's just one blighting thing after 
another," con1plained Archie helplessly. "I 
mean to say, what's it going to be next? 
Good gad ! You can't expect us to sleep 
to-night, 1\1. r. Lee! Frightful things wilJ 
happen in our bed-rooms next." 

"There is no certainty of that-and not 
much probability of it, either," said Nelson 
Lee. ·' If unaccountable -things do happen 
in your bed-rooms, I shall begin to suspect 
that this house is genuinely haunted .. " 

"Oh. my hat!" . 
"Why do you say t.Iiat, sir f' 
"Because all manner of tricks could easily 

ha\'e been played in the dining-room and in 
tho hall," replied Nelson Lee. "aut tricks 
necessarily mean prep·aration-and it is hardly 
likely that a faker could have prepared his 
paraphernalia in .all the bed-rooms as well 
as in_ the hall.'' 

'' That's a sound argument, you chaps," 
said Nipper. '' If there's a real ghost in this 
hou.se, he could operate anywhere. But we 
don•t believe in ghosts, do we? So it stands 
to reason that the bed-rooms will be safe. 
Let's all get off there stairs as quickly as 
we can." 

They '"·ere not slow to obey; but Nelson 
Lee went down the stairs, and not· only 
flashed his light round the hall, but switched 
on the main lights, too. He noted that in 
the very deep recesses under the staircase 
there were one or two doors. He did not 
know whether they led into other parts of the 
house, or whether they were cupboard doors. 
He meant to explore later. 

For the moment he decided that it would 
be better for him to go upstairs with the 
young people. 

So the strange evening ended-and as 
Nelson Lee went upstairs, midnight boomed. 
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CHAPTER 3. 
The Bed Which Rocked. 

IT was the "witching hour." But in this 
strange old house, which seeined to be 
haunted by a topsy-turvy ghost, nothing 
happened. Most of the young guests 

expected another denionsti·rition of somo kind 
-the smashing of.' '1nore furniture, or the 
sudden falling -of ·pictures. 

But the minutes ticked away, and Forest 
IIouse remained q·uiet and peace£ nl. 

"\Vell, that's a frightful relief," said ... .\.rchie 
Glenthorne fcn·ently. "I mean to say, mid­
·night has co1ne and gone, so cveryt.hing 
seems to be all serene." 

"Ghosts only . appear at midnight in 
stones," said Handtorth with a sniff. "It's 
no good taking anything for granted. ,ve've 
got to keep watch, as we planned." 

.. That's the rnnuny part of it," said C11urch 
nneasily. 

"\\'hat is ? " 
"Why, when we keep watch we see 

nothing," replied Church. "\Ve just stand the 
chance of having furniture chucked at our 
heads." · 

It was some little time before all the young 
guests had settled clown in their bed-roon1s. 
There were three main corridors lea.ding off 
from the. great upper landing. The girls wero 
acco1nmodatcd in their bed-rooms, which 
opened out fr-0n1 one of these corridors_; the 
boys had their quarters in the opposito 
corridor; and Lady Bowers' bed-room, and 
several other bed-roon1s-one of which Nelson 
Lee would occupy-opened out fro1n the third 
corridor. The servants' bed-rooms were on 
tho· ·floor above, but this floor was now 
entirely unoccupied. 

llandforth wanted to be in tho first watch, 
hut Nelson Lee ,vould not hear of it. The 
detective had been downstairs in tho hall for 
60Ille tin1e, but apparently he had discovered 
nothing of ilnportance. 

"You'd better turn in, Handy, old 1nan," 
said the dctectiYc. "With that ankle of yours 
you can only hobble-and you've had a nasty 
experience. A few hours' sleep will do you 
good. You can take your place in one of the 
other ,vatches." 

Handforth gru1nblcd-J1e always diJ-but, 
at heart, he was relieved. His ankle was 
paining him a good deal. So he and Church 
and McClure went off to bed. 

"1-IalJo ! \Vhat's aU this!" 
I-Iandforth was indignant. For when he 

and his chn1ns arrived in their bed-roo111, they 
founcl · the big four:poster already occupied. 
'rhree cheery-looking. youngsters wero 
snuggling down with much co1nfort. They 
were W1Jly Handforth, Chubby Heath, and 
Juicy Lemon-of the Third Fonn at St. 
~---.rmik's. 

"Co1ne to say good-night, Ted ?" asked 
\Vi11y. 

"\\7hat are you doing in our bed?" 
demanded his elder brother. 

"You kne,v what you were doing when 
you bagged this bed-roon1 ior yourselves, you 
chaps;" replied \Villy. "Co111fy bed, soft 

carpet-, an<l a c-hcerful fire. It'll suit us <low!1 
lo the ground." 

"You silly young asses! Con1c out of it!'' 
roareci liaudforth. 
• "Ila ts! You chaps are going to keep 
watch, aren't you?" asked WiHy. "It'll bo 
our turn to watch 1ater, and--" 

"'Ve're con1ing to bed now-and you kids 
arc c1earing out!'' interrupted· Handforth. 
'' Of all ·the nerye ! ...}3uzz off!" · · · 

lie bundled the1n out unccreinoniously. It 
was quite true that this bed-roo1n ,vas, in 
1nany respects, better than the others. The 
fags were obliged to seek fresh quarters. i\nd 
flan<lforth & Co., haYing undressedJ tun1blec.l 
1n. 

.. Not a bacl i<lea of Willy's after all," said 
IIandforth. "He and his chums have wa1·n1c<l 
the bed nicely. Ilalio! '"""ho was last in?" 

"I was," said 1\IIcClure. 
"'l'hen why didn't you turn out the light, 

fathead ?" · 
"WellJ I thought, in the circs., we'd better 

leave it on.,, 
"Then think again," said Handforth 

grufily. ",vho tl1e dickens can sleep with a 
light burning? Nothing to be scared of now, 
l\ilac. \Vith _ ~Ir. Lee about, and guards al I 
over the place, we're ns safe us houses, and 
we can sleep like tops." 

But when the light hacl been extinguished, 
and only the flickering glow fro1n the fire 
illuminated the old roon1, e....-en IIandforth 
felt less confident .. 
"I don't like these old four-poster beds,~' 

said Church. .. Plenty of 1·001n in then1, of 
course-we could squeeze another two chap~ 
i_nto. this bed easily-hut they scen1ed ~o old­
fasluoncd and-and ghostly." 

''Rats!" said IIan<lforth with a yaw11. 
"Go to sleep."-

They lay still for some n101nents, and then 
suddenly Church sat up with a start. _ 

"What-what was that?" he asked 
hoarsely. 

"Eh? ,vhat was that?" growled Ha11d­
forth, opening his eyes. "I heard nothing.'' 

"l\iiy fancy, perhaps, but I thought I felt 
the bed n1ove," muttered Church. 

They all looked round into the shadow:=, 
but there was nothing to be seen. 

"Imagination, of course," grunted Hand­
forlh. .. I wish you chaps would go to sleep! 
How could anything· shift this bed? It n1ust 
weigh half a ton!" 

It was not a bad estin1ato. The old four­
post.er was, indeed, an · imn1ensely mas-sh·o 
t.hing. and two strong n1en could not ha,·c 
rifted it. 

And . so, at length, the three youngsters 
went to sleep-and the roon1 re1nai1wd 
peaceful. 

" wl-IAT have :you been <loin£."'. 
guv'nor 1" asked Nipp~r 
curiously. 

Nelson Lee had just con1e ll}J­

slairs. For son1e little time he had bet:a 
busy in the great hall, with all the lights full 
on. Nipper had seen that the detective had 
been at work on. the doors of the variolls 
roo1ns leadii1g out of the hall. 
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,. I ,vill tell you," said Lee. "But, first of A.N hour p,lssecl, and· one o'clock boo1ncd · 
all, bring· the. oth.;rs. \Ve don't want any solerr1nly fro1n the big gl'andfather's , 
misrmderstand1ngs. · clock cf own in the hall. The echoes : 

The various n1e1nbcrs of the "wateh " of the chunes and the one stroke \ 
"'ere brought on to the landing. Tho hall came vibrating into tho uppcl' part of the i 
below was now pitchy black, except for the house. i 
cheery glow from the great fireplace. "\Vell, nothing's happening," 1nurmurcd 

1 

"Snowing hard_ outside," remarked Reggie Reggie Pitt, as he met Tra,·ers. 
Pitt, as ho came up. "I just took a look '' Nothing's likely to _happen, cithei·," said 
through one of the windows. We shall· be Travers, ya wrung. "Upon n1y Samson, th.is 
pretty ,~·ell .. ~no\\·ed ·up .. by the morning." seems to be a silly game, dear old fellow r' 

"The more snow, tho better," said. Nipper. "'rhink ·\\;call ought to go to bed, then?'' 
"If thei·e are any people playing monkey "Wh)' not?'~ asked Travers. ·u Nothing is 
tricks about the - house, they -cu·n't approach lil<ely to happen in the bed-roo111s. In fact, 
-u·ithout leaving a ~ell-tale h 1ai1. They can't the whole performance is over .for to-night, 
get a:,,·ay,· either." , I imagine." · 
, _"Now listen, boys," said Nelson Lee . '~Well, it's bettet· to be on the safe side," 

quiet_ly. t~ Ghosts, it is said, can p~ss through said Pitt -thoughtfu11y. 
locked d(!ors and oth-eF obstructions. _Rut Ho passed on, 1novino· towards tho n1ain 
hnman_ bc~n_!,s-_ and_ particu~arly_ l!uman ~ct-ngs! '.]anding. · But he did n~t go too near-for 
who l_lle ttkipg occti!t manif~st<1hons-~ic apt fear of breaking the tell-talo thread. I-le 
~~rlr~p against th1ngs wluch lurk in the could sec, one of the big landing windows 

.. ~~ 11ad lowered ~1is voice to a n1ere fro1n the, end of . the c?rri<lo_r, a!1d h_e _ no~:d 
. ,vh•siJer, and the boys wondered. that fecb.~ n1oonhght \\as stiea1n1ng tl11o_n?~1; 

"\Ye don't know ,vhat the trouble is .in The 8110", then, hacl s~opped, and tho sk.) 
this house," continued Nelson Lee. '· \Ve ha,1 cJP~l c~. . 
must keep •our min~s open, and our heads . \\· el:: iu ~v~nld ~•~c. ~ g_oo;l t!ung ~·h

1
cn tl:10 

cool. I ha \·e been 111 the hall, and I havo ntght '~ ,ts O\ e1. ~\ Cl ;y t!1~no "ould sce1~ d1 f­
placed invisible threads across every doorway ferent in the ~norn~ng. I here would be some 
and. every window." firs!-class toboggan1ng, too, and--
. "l\tiy only hat!" whispered · Nipper. Creak! . , . . _ 
'' That's a good idea, sir." _ Regg10 P~~t s thoughts were abruptly 111-

. "I have scaled these th1·cads ver.v care- !crrnpted. Ih~ :Creak had come from do~vn 
fully," continued Lee. _-"A ghost 1night pass 1n the ~a~l-<hstinctly, clearly. It was hke 
~hem with ease-but _ if any lnunn.n being the stra1n!ng of woodwor½, as though t.he 
comes through one· of the doorways he will broken table had been hfted, or 1no,..·ed 
be clever if fie ·avoids the sealed tli.read." aside. Reggie Pitt's senses were . instantly 

"\Vhat_ abqut the corridors leading i1ito the O? the alert, and he wondered if he should 
other parts of the house, sir?" asked Pitt.. give the alarm. He knew tha_t the sound 

"I have stretched threads across them. too. had ~o~ becu caused by a loose board--
-about a. foot high," replied Nelson ·Lee. . °\\:hizzz ! . . 
"Nothing can enter that hall below without· ?1tt, standing ~her_e, nnd starin~ unccr­
breaking one of the threads-nothing, that is, ta1nly across the landing, s!1w so1neth1ng huge 
m~terial. So if anything strange happens _shoot upwards from the inky black well of 

\Vell, we'll leave it at that." !he great· ~~ll. F:or a fracti~n of a sc~oncl 
"You me.an " said Travers slo,\·lv "th t it was v1s1blc 1n the faint n1oo~hght. 

· ' • ' a Then 1£ there is any more smashing of furniture C. - h l d 1 
· and the threads are st.ill. intact, it will prov~ inana~as -t l\1 •. . . 
that . the man~festations are caused by a The no1~e se~med to sha1 .. ': tl~~- ,, hole house. 
genuine haunting ?n _ and Regg.ze Pitt _leapt _bacl .. \\ 1th n shout _of 

"I did not say that," n1urmured Nelson . alarm. Some big obJcct had s1nashc<.l its 
Lee. "It ,vill · prove that the intruder wa:y clean through the heavy oaken ban1s_ters 
,vhcther material or occult, does not ente~ which ran a!l round the top of. the landing. 
by auy of the known openings, such as door- Then the thing struck the landing floor a1?d 
~vays or windows. Now, boys, "·c rnust get rolled ove~; Brok.en f!'agmcnts of the ba111s-
1nto these corridors-these wide passages tcrs flew: in all d1rechons, and one of them 
,vhich )end off from the landin CT. I arn gain,.- struck Pitt on the_ shoulder, and he reelect. 
to fix other threads at the en°ds here wher~ "By Samson! \Vhat was that?" vellcd 
the corl'idors open out." "Vivian Travers, running up out of the· dark-

The threads, quite invisible, ,vere $tretched ness of the corridor. 
across nnd sealed into position by Lee. Ench "I-I don't know!" gasped Pitt. "It-it 
corridor was now provided with an effective can1e up fron1 the hall--" 
"barrier." If any unauthorised person He found it difficult lo speak. He had not 
attemp!ed _to slip past in the darkness, he realised untii then what a shock he had had.~ 
,vould 1nev1tably break the thread. It was the unexpectedness of the crash more 
. So the guards went on their patrols, watch- than anything else which had shaken hi1n. 
1ng ove1· the_ ~ain ~orridors-but nev·er going Door.5 were opening everywhere; voices 
upon the landing itself. And somehow the were sounding. The girls, with wraps flung 
b_oys felt comforted. Nelson Lee's prccau• hastily over their pyjamas, were running 
bons gave them an added sense of security. out, ~any of them frightened. 
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Then the light:; of the ilall and tho lauding She a11d ruanv of the others were think1n~ 
Jeapt iuto lite. Everybody blinked. Nelson of tltat extraor".linary happening in the dra\\~· 
I~ec wa:, lcn r,,mg- clowustall"S, and .shouting at ing-roon1-w lwt1 the door had been bill'st down 
the .:5all!e time. oy an C?flOl"lllOllS unua1neable thing. 

"R:~ep in· th~ corndors, everybody!" he Nclsou Lee wa~ Jookiug grave-but he y,·{:.S 
orde1·ed "Du?1't break those threads. 1'11 as level-headed as t.ver. , 
b~ \\ 1th y1Ju ~n a n1inute." 

Nipper, ,vho had been with Lee, stood nt ",ve can do noth1rig to-night," he sai<I. 
the top of the stairs, and a terrible un• looking round .. '' l think you had better nil 
easinc~.') assaI!t!ci huu. Lee had gone down go bnck to your bcds--lnd, if possible, sleep. 
into the hall-and so111cwhere there something And in the morning we can make a ver:v 
lurked-- thorough cxannnation of the whole house.~, 

Nel~on L~e was full of suspicion as. he "Don't you think we'd· better all stay· up, 
went rapidly roun<l the hnll. He was ready, ~fr. Lee?" asked l\'.lary Sun1mers. "\Vo~!dn't 
to~a, to tight, should the occasion arise. · But it be better for us to get dressed, and tht;n 
there wa.:-. noth:ng for him to fight. · go ·<lowJJ ··into the drawing-room, with plenty_ 

Tho great hall was peaceful and quiet. of. lights on?,. \Vo ,could haYo tho gra1no-
The ·fire had burned 50 low that only a · phone, and we should all be togethc~·-:--::' 

few e1nbers remained. Aud when Nelson Lee .. Yes, rather!" ~aid Church eagerly. "Let's 
went round from cfoor to door, he Jound that do that 1" 
all the settled threads· were intact. Not ono "But it J.4> not much. after ono o'clock,·' 
was broke11-or even d1~turbed. The other protested NcJson l.cc. '' You boys and girh 
threads-wluch he had placed across the pas• znust get your sleep. Don't worry too n1u(!h 
suges-,vert, the samo. . about tlu:,. Nothing ·.had happened in any of 

It wa~· a bit of a staggerer. the bed•rooms; you'IJ be safe enough thcr.c. 
Something · lrnrl been in the hall, for tho Far better go back to bed.,, 

hca vy o~ject -~ould n~t have been. thr~~vn up In the end he persuaded them, and soon 
up_on th~ landing But how. had t_hat some• the house was quiet again. Irene 1"Ianncr.-; 
tl11~g ' E:ntcred and made its exit? . and \Vinni~ Pitt ha,1 gone into Lady Bowers' 

Nel~oJJ Lee looked round, and h1s eyes room to assurt• the hostess that there was 110 
opened wider· , Son1ething was missing. The need for ala1·n1. 
enormous},.- heavy anti~itte log-box, which had Hnndforth in~1sted npon dressing-and he 
stood nea~ the great fireplace, _was no longer n1ade Churc:h and ~IcClure dress, too. 
th~r.e. Nds?~ Lee. had adrnn·?j that _box "\Ve're not going to sleep any more!" he 
c~1 lie~ 1 t "a~ n tlung of exqu1:sitc ca_rv1ng, growled "\Ve'II join the others. Tho more 
ot sohd oak. and w~s hundreds of years old. guards, the better." 

"Upun my word!" n1uttered Lee, more And £01 one~ Ch11rch and :\fcClurc did not 
sta

1
•
1
·tled than he could say. . object. Thev were not keen on getting back 
-~ l?oked PIJ at the great ~ap_ in the into beJ. Church, in particular, was ncr­

ban17tc1s at ~he top of the landing' then he vous. Ho felt that there was somethin~ 
hurned upstairs. A quick search prov~d that "funny ,, about the hcd. But he said 
the threads had not _been broken-with the nothing. for fe:1r of being ridiculed. 
except1or. c,t one. Th13 one had been struck . . 
by the falling box. . Out 1n tho corridor- lla!)dfor~h soon_ mad~ 

"\Va~ anyboay nt?=tr when this happened?" ~11s presenc<' kuow!l by Jus voice-. which he 
asked Lee, looking round. thoughtlessly refrained fron1 lowering. And 

.. I waa, sn·.'· rep!icd Reggie Pitt. one ~t th~ firo~ results was tho appearanre 
"Thank lica-;en yon were uo·t struck," said of W1JJy and 11J:1 two henchmen. 

Lee. "If thlij • be:" had hit you, my boy, you · "Not going ba~k to bed, Ted?" askc<.I 
would ,ha,·e been kiHcd." WiJly bri~kJy. 

"But how could it have got here, "No· Church an<l ~lac and I are going to 
guv'nor ?" asked N ,pper. "Look at it! It's watch .. , 
a bit damaged, but it's still practically whole. "Good I" said \Villy. "Then we'll bag 
No one man could have thrown this thing your bed-roon1 again." 
up from the• ha])." u Now, look here, you young ass-'' 

'fhe box ta• . on its side; close by w~re "Don't be a dog in the n1anger, Ted!:, 
several log~ which hod rol1ed out upon un- said Willy sC'vcrelv. 0 When you three chaps 
pact. And all r'?und were the fragments of want to turn ii., we'll turn out. It'll be our 
the sn1a&hed banisters. time for watchinfr then anyhow." 

'.' We!l, it'~ .. a runl ,¥?•" said H~nd f~i: th , Handforth could not' very wcH raise nny 
sci atch1ng hi~ .hca~. That box m~. t ,~ c1gh objectious. ancl Willy & Co., triumphant. 
~ver a_ hundredweight. , A man might _have climbed bac" into the big four•poster bed. As 
hfted,,it, but h" couldn t have thrown it up Wi11y explained. it was far more comfortable 
here. th n th bed he had been occupy· g 

"Hut son1cthing threw it!" said Church, a e in · _ 
with a shiver And so, at la.st, the strange houso once 

.. It-it might be lurking about even now,,, again settled down into quietness. 
whispered 011e of· the girls. "Oh, it's a And Nejso:l Lee, grim and thoughtful, 
drenclful house I \Ve ought 'to have left last knew thnt he was up against one of the 1no~t 
night I-'' · baffling nrohlen1s ·of his career. 
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The mighty African found himself picked up in the«tiostly embrace of a huge, vague shape 
and sent crashing to the ground. " N'Kose, my master," shouted Umlosl. " What mon• 

trous evil spirit has got me ? ,, 

B OOlf-BOO:\I ! 
Two o'clock chi1ned, and Forest 

I-louse re1naincd undishn·bed. Tho 
1ninutcs slipped away; the quarter 

c·himecl; then the half. The night was slowly 
slipping away. 

Y ct. the g11ard5 wore not r't-as5Hl'ccl. 'rhe 
Yery silence\ the absence of nny fresh develop-
1nent. was like .-;omc l>rooding n1011ace. The 
boy5 had a felling-which tlwy all shared­
that Eomc g-ha3tly thing was waiting beyond 
them in the darkness, laughing at the1n, 
n1ocking at them-waiting to create further 
destruction when the impish fancy took it. 

In mai1y of the bcd-roo1ns the young people 
clid not sleep. 

Some of the girls, reluctant to tell the 
boys that they were nervous, actually dressed. 

'' Bette1· he ready for en1ergencies," said 
Doris Berkeley. "In a house · like this, ;you 
never l~now what's going to happen! \Ve 
n1ight ha\·c to run out int-0 the snow at any 
minute-and we need to be wearing some­
thing hea v ie1· than our flimsy nighties and 
py j a nuts.'' 

So they dr0.sscd-even to their .strong, out­
door shoes. And, having dressed, they made 
up tho fire and sat round in chairs. Curious1y 
enough, the girls in the other bed-rooms did 
exactly the same-althou~h no word had 
pas.3cd bet ween thern. So1nc of then1 had 

gone back to bed at first, tryiug to sleep, but 
they gave it up. 

And when they were dressed~ and sitting 
round the fires, they felt ~o n1uch more 
secure, so tnuc·h easier in n1ind, that 1nost 
of thern soon dozed off in the chairs and 
~lept soundly. So, on the whole, .it was a 
good rnovc. 

Son1e of the boys, in tltc other corridor, 
did very much the same thing. 

But \Yillv & Co.. the voung<•~t n1c-n1bet3 
of the pa t~ty, slept. like ·tops ·· in the grca t 
four-poster bed. IIeath and Lernon were 
not 1nnde of the same stuff as \Yilly; and. 
hut for his leadership. they would have kept 
awake, nervous nnd shaky. But Willy 
scoffed at gho~ts, he ridiculed them, and he 
pointed out that they would l>o good-for­
nothing in the morning unlc~s tlH'y l1ad 
son1e .sleep. 

And his influence worked wonders. flis 
ch111ns fell into a healthy slmnbcr-and \Vill.r~ 
finding the1n asleep, srrnggled down and 
joined the1n. 

It was just a ftcr two-thirty when tlic thing 
happened. . 

The house was silent, except for a slight 
whispering which had arisen. Now and again 
it rose son1ewhat, until it n1oaned and whistled 
round the old gables. And in the bed-room 
occupied by \Villy & Co. n few faint beams 
of moonlight were strean1ing acr~s th~ floor. 
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\\.illy was the first to awaken. Ho ex• 
perienccd a sensatiou which was extraordinary 
like that of a ship in motion. It seemed t-1) 
hi1n that the great bed was swaying, ot· 
rockil1g. 

"You'ro d~·eaming !" he 1nuttcred im­
patiently. 

He sat up and stared round. He could 
faintly seo Heath and Lemon, asleep beside 
him. And \Villy's heart suddenly raced. For 
the bed was creaking ominously, as though 
under a great strain. \\Tilly had all his wits 
about hin1 now, and he knew that he was 
awake. The bed was actually rocking 1 lfe 
<'ould sec the bottom of it rising up nud 
down. 

And yet there was nothing near it. Th~ 
dim n1oonlight was sufficient to show WilJy 
the various objects of furniture in the room; 
and he couid distinguished t-he clear spaces. 

-
Suddenly the bed rocked more violently, 

the botton1 of it was jerked upwards for over 
a foot, and \Villy was pitched backwards. 

Crash I 
The foot of the bed dropped to the floor 

with such a tremendous noise that Chubby 
llcnt_h and Juicy Lcn1on sat up, blinking and 
gasping. 

"\Vhat-what was that?" asked Chubby, 
stat·ing round. "I say! Here, Willy-" 

•• .L\11 right-I'm awake!" snapped Willy. 
"There's something funny going on! ·-somc­
lJody is monkeying with the _bed!" 

"\Vha-a-a-t !" gurgled Juicy Lemon. 
They wanted to leap out-, but the bed wn~ 

now ru;ing up and down alarmingly, and .U 
they could do was to clutch at anything they 
could lay their hands on. 

"Help!,, yelled Chubby Heath wildly. 
")11·. Lee! Hi, help I,, 

\Villy leaned far over the side of tho bed, 
doubling . hin1self. lie jerked at the valiance 
aud pulled it aside. He was full of suspicions. 

"Crun:ibs !" ho ejaculated, with a gulp. 
For as thf? bed suddenly rocked upwards 

again, he could see right beneath it. Ho 
had a n1omentary glimpse of the floor. And 
nothing wa~ there! . It hnd occurred to 
Willy t.hat the rocking was being caused by 
some trickster under the bed. But that ex-
planation wns obviously wrong. . • 

Footsteps could be heard 1n the passage­
and voices, too. And the great four-poster 
was still rocking and swaying_ and heaving. 

Then, a.bruptly, with a loud groaning of 
~ti·aincd woodwork, the whole bed was heaved 
np on its end, and with a thundc1·ous crash 
it went over. 'fhe thi·ee occupants we1·0 
flung in a disordered heap with the bed­
clothes. 

The door burst open, lights Hooded on, anrt 
N clson Lee stood there-and close behind 
hi111 Nipper, lln11dforth. and son1c of the 
other fellows, and their faces were white. 
\Vhispcring \"oircs sounded in . the back­
ground. :uHI I rC'nc & ( ·o . attracted by th~ 
comn1ot-ion, pressed nc~rer. 

"\Vhat on earth--" began Nelson Le:c. 
Ile &trade forward. In th~ brilliant light 

he could ~co the overturned bed and the 
strugghug niass of hu1nar11ty on the Hoar. 
Lee and the boy6 hud ent-ercd the roon1 jnst 
fur a second after tho crash had occurred; 
there had certainly been no time for any 
possible intruder to escape by the window. 
It was palpably impossible that he could haYe 
eseaped by the door. 

··Help-help!" yelled Lemon, as, 111 a <lil'~ 
panic, he wrestled with tho bedclothes. 

"Steady, young 'un l" said Leo, pulling the 
bedclothes free. • 

"The ghost-the ghost!" gasped _Lemon. 
"It-it was here_, si1·l" 

·"All right-all right!,, said Lee soothin~!y. 
"You're safe enough now, Lemon. Pull 
yourself together, n>y boy ! ,. 

Lemon gulped; and Chubby Heath, who 
had been nearly as panic-stricken, w~~ 
equally steadied by Nelson Lee's presence. 

"It was awful, sir," muttered Chubby. 
1 ''fhe bed was grabbed by som_e ho1Ti...i 
n1onster-" 

'6 You saw it?" nskcd Lee sharply. 
"\Vcll, sir, l'm not sure ,, 

_ "J)ou't take any notice of him!" intc~·­
rupted \Villy gruHly. "\Ve saw nothing, 
sir-nothing at all. I was awake first, n:ul 
I found the bed l'ockirfg up and down.'' 

~' Oh, 1ny goodness! u came a chorus f1·on1 
tho doorway. 

"Rununl sensation,,, went on Wil!y. 
"Tht::n the bed ga,;e a heave-and th•"\ro 
wasn't a soul near it-I'll swear that, sir." 

"~•light have been somebody underneath 
__ ,. began Nipper. 

"There wasn't-I- looked," said \VilJy. 
"There was just enough moonlight for n1e 
to see that there ,vas no living thing any­
where near the bed. Then it heaved up oa 
its end, and . we were chucked in all direc• 
tions. ,,. 

•'It-it was just as though some unse~n 
thing-son1e ghostly n1onstrosity-had grabbe:.! 
the bed at the foot, and had Jerked it,'· 
said Chubby Heath, with a sluver. "Oh, 
my only hat !-l-'n1 not going to sleep any 
tnorc in this beastly hou.sc ! It's haunteJ 
right ·enough!" 

Nelson Lee !ool<ed at the bed, and he 
pursed his lips. 'I'hat bed was enom1ou.~Jy 
heavy-far beyond the power of ·any ordinar.v 
n1an to seize it and upset it. _And there had 
been no man in this room, anyhow I 

Lee walked across to the windows, and 
found t-hat they ivere all securely fastcued. 
He examined the bed, bu.t • there wa.s n~ 
ti·ickery ahout it, it was just an ordinal'y 
antiqn<' bedstead, fitted with a modern sprir~g 
and 1nnttress. 

Another grin1 1nanifestation-and no ex­
planation! 

Everybody was scared now, nnd everybody 
wa~ determined that there should be no n101\) 
sleep thnt night. 

The hornw~ of Forest House were gct-fn;; 
on their ner\·es. 



CHAPTER 4. 
The'-A pparition. 

E \:ERYBODY had collected in the bcd­
roo1n, or out in the corridor, near by. 
In fact, all the occupnnr~ of the house, 
with t-he single exception of Lady 

Bowers, crowded there. 
Nelson Lee noted that the girls were fully 

dressed, but he made no com1nent. Ife was 
glad to find that all the young people, after 
the first excitement, had calmed down. More 
tha~ anything else, Lee wished to avoid a 
panw. -

" It is ·very disturbing;'' he said quietly. 
"If only we could find some little clue-some­
thing which would give us a line to work 
upon-it would be different. But these sin­
gular things keep happening, one after the 
other.. And we cannot account for them." 

"This busines!:l of the rocking bed is a 
knock-out/~ aa1d Handforth, giving his minor 
a susp1c1ous look. "Are you quite sure, 
,villy, that you and your pals weren't playing 
one of your silly tricks?" 

Nelson Lee l1ad thought of this explana­
tion, too; but the wild t()rror of Juicy Lemon 
nnd Chubby Heath had been real, and Leo 
had quickly disn1issed the suspicion. 

"If you (~an't say anything more sensible 
than that, Tod. you'd better dry up!" said 
\Villy tartly 

"Look here--" 
"Aren't thing~ bad eno11gh in this house 

nlroady ?" went on \Vilty warn11y. •· Do you 
think I would deliberately play a fool trick, 
and try to scarP people? I can only tell you 
that the bed started rocking, and then it 
turned upside down. And nobody was nca r 
it-nobody visible, anyway. It's a mystery." 

"Let's get downstairs," said somebody. 
"I beJio\"e the house is really haunted. These 
awful things are happening everywhere." 

",vhy not collect in the kitchen ? " asked 
one of the girls. "\Ve shall be near- the food 
there, and we C'an 1nake some hot cocoa or 
s01ncthing, and s01110 of us can prepare some 
sandwiches." · 

"That's not n bad idea," said Nelson Lee 
approvingly. 

He felt that such a thing would help to 
steady the TJerve:1 of the party. Nelson Lee 
was thankful that he had come-for he had 
a feeling that it was his presence that was 
preventing the young people from open panic. 
It ,vas a strange situation. He had come 
down to please Nipper-to join t-he Christ• 
inns party And he had plunged right into 
-thi~ ! 

"·Well, conie on!" he said briskly. "I'll 
1ead tho way. It's~ no good saying that 
nothing elsfo jg likely to -happen, because 
there's no telling--" 

He broke off abruptly. He had reached 
the corridor hy now, and ,vas, in fact, leading 
the party · towards the landing. And ·he wns 
checked by the sound of a sudden Jaugh-a 
low, mocking laugh, which can10 from the 
lan~ing ahead .. 

"\Vho is that 7" n.skcd Lee sharply. 
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The otners canght their breath in. \Vas 
this to be another ghostly n1anifestation ? · 

"Look, guv'nor-!" muttered Nipper, who 
"·as by the detective's side. 

Neltiou Leo :;tarted. A figure was visible 
on the landing-right in the gap which had 
been brokl'\n Ly the log-box. It had not 
been there r. second before; and Lee was 
ready t,o swear that the figure had not walked 
along the landing from the staircase. It had 
suddenly appeared from below, from the black 
void of the ha lJ 

And even Nelson Lee felt a curions 
tingling sensation running down his spine. 
For that figure, visible in t.he faint moon­
light, which streamed upon the landing, was 
\\

1eird enough·. It was the figure of an old 
man in flowing robes, with a white beard, 
and wearing a quaint, conical hat. In n word, 
the figure of an old- time astrologer or alche-
mist. · 

"It's-it's Ncrki ! " ejaculated I-Iandforth, 
with a . .gulp. 

"Keep back, all of you!" said the E:oft, 
cultured voice of Professor I Yan Nerki. "1 t 
is unsafe for you to approach.'' 

"Leave this to me, boys and gir1s-p!e8$C',,, 
said Lee earnestly 

They were ready enough to hang baek, for 
there sccmPd to be something unnatural-­
something of the apparition, about the figure 
of N erki. . Nelson Lee strode forward nloue, 
·until he was within a few paces. 

"Stay!" commanded the figure. "You 
will con1c nearer, n1y friend, at your periJ. ., 

"Who are you. and how did you• get into 
this house?'' den1andcd Nelson Lee grimJy. 

"I find -a difficulty in answering both 
questions,,. said the figure. "I only go wh{\re 
my physical self projects me. For I am not 
phrsical. To the eye of the normal hurnn n 
being, no doubt, I appear to be n1aterial 
enOJtgh; but I am the astral phantasm of 
Professor Ivan Nerki." 

Thc1 e wat- a dead silence; the boys found 
many of the girls clinging to them. 

11 I see!" said Nelson Lee ominously. "If 
I were to take my automatic pistol and shoot 
you through the heart, you would suffer no 
ill effect ? " 
. The figure of Nerki laughed. 

"No harm would come to me; but my 
material self, which . sleeps quietly at home•, 
would. undoubtedlv awaken with a great pain 
in the heart. For Nerki sleeps, and I am 
here to ,varn you to leave this house. lt is 
the abiding place of a deady elemental: u 
semi-materialised phantasm of the dead which 
can take life, and ·which can create terrible 
destruction." 

"You seem to know quite a lot," snid Lee 
dryly. 

"I know that the presence of unbeliever.~ 
in this house is dangerous," replied the figuro 
of Nerki. "The -life of Lady Bowers is e1~­
dangered." 

"Whv should our presence hero endanger 
her life?" 

.. BecausP you have aroused. the enmity, tho 
fu1·y, of the elemental which haunts the dwe!l· 
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ing," replied the other. "Lady Bowers i.s NcJS\.•n Lee, with a tuJI knowledge of th•J 
a .believer, and no harn1 can befall her whilst cunning tricks which the brain of n1an. can 
I grant her my protection. But even· I, with d~vise, was rushing downstairs. There was 
aJl n1y great knowledge of black 1nagic and sometlung horribly supernatural in this· whole 
sorcery and tl,c occult, can do nothing until busines::z; yet Lee's sound common sense told 
Lady. Bowers is left in peace and solitude." h1n1 that there n1ust be s01ne matc1·ial ex-

.. In othc1 words, you would drh"c us nil planation It was incredible that a living 1nan 
out?" asked Lee. · could hn\'€ leapt backwards fron1 tho land-

., The evil spirit of this house grows nngrie1· ing and landed in the hall without making­
and angrier,,. replied the figure. "So fa1· a sound. But that cloud of sulphur smoke~ 
it has- bcc"l content to wreak destruction. aroused Lee's deepest suspicions. It was such 
But it wiIJ bccon1c 111ore violent. In Nerki's an effective trick to blind the light fron1 
na1ne l an1 warning you. Go! Everybody ~n electric tor~h. Yet1 on the other -han{!• 
-go! Leave as soon as daylight comes, and 1t ,n1s suggestive of ctcmons, too. Had it 
Lady. Eu:;tacm Bowers will no longer be been the vapour of an or<lina ry smoke bo1nb, 
troubled. For the po\\·ers of black magic, ns ·Lee would have been convinced. But snl­
<'Xcrciscd by my 111aterial scU, will protect phur- Besides. there had been no report, 
her from the elemental phantasm." no sound of anything. 

"It sounds vc,·y impressive, my friend,,, "Stay up there, everybody!" ~houted 
said Lee gruffly. .. I a111 not a ghost-hunter, Nelson Lee. 

1 · h · · · 1 • 1 b He ran acro;s the hall, and one hand ,Y:1~ 
anc 1n sue an 1n,·cstJgat1on as t us may o gripping his autoiuatic pistol. He was ready 
a 1ncre child. But I know something of tho for real trouble now. But nothing happened. 
hunting ot tricksters-and crooks.,, Ile reached the light switches and he p1·es5ed 

"Yes, by George!" canic a shout f ron1 them down. 
llandf?rt!1. "You can't fool ~Ir. Nelson He was half }lrcpared to find that the.\· 
I ee with your fako dodges 1" • • 

.J • • • • • • • would not work. But they did. 'rho f111l 
The_. hgurt:;. o~ Nerk1 lean~d fon\:a1d,. and· lights of the hall flooded on; and thC'l'l'. 

an C\ 11 . exp1css1on ca111e upon the hncd, hanging in the air near the landing wa ~ 
bearded f acc. I d f . 11 . · I I :- '. "Y .·11 ,,, I "cl fi ) "I. h the c ou o )e o,-.1sh sup 1ur vnpou1. 

,~ ou wi go· , 1e_:a 1 • erce !· __ ,, ave Th6 ha;l itscl~ was quiet, ernpty. 
be.~n sc~t : 0 ~ell ) 0 _u to "nr~ Son . "Tl11~ as get.ting absurd," in uttered l.r1c, 

">. I ~lu_nl~r 1_1.1. ,!!n~e a_ close1 loo_k a\ :)OU, ahuost saxngcly. 
1 1ofcs:so1 ~e1k1. ,_ut 1n Lee abruptl) ·. . 'fhe boys and girls crowded to the bal,i~-

.1-Ic leap~ forwa;·d as he spoke, str1d1n~ trade, leaniug o\·c1-. They watched .N't•lso:1 
~lightly sideways 111 order to pre,;ent Nerk1 Lee as he went fron1 door to door, P.Xan1iu.:. 
t~ron1 running down the stairs. But the ing the sealed threads. .A.nd Lee was just as 
h_gurc 1nade no such attempt. careful to sec that the threads acro5s tl1e 

'fhat some n1ocking Jaugh came fron1 hin1, pas~ges were uot touched. 
an,l he took a quick step backwards-a leap, "lntact--alJ of the1n !" they heard hi1n 
iu fact. Backwa1·ds he plunged down into tho 1nuttcr. "This is extraordinary!" 
deep ~veil of tho hall-down to the hard stone He stood looking round, with a frown O!l 

flags of t_he floor. Even Nelson Leo was his face. Ile exainincd the spot on the floo1· 
n1on1entar1ly ~akcn aback. where Nerki should have struck, after he had 

Tho ~etcct1vc halt.eel. .. Ev~rybody st~od leapt backwards. Then the detective ,valk('\d 
stork still. They all "·a1ted, 1n fact-waited round the hall and it was obvious that he 
to hear the crashing thud as Nerki struck the was startled. ' 
floo1· . "It was a ghost-a real ghost!'" n1uttercd 

But there was · nothing. Church his yoice hoarse. "Oh why do we 
'fhcrc was no sound of Ncl'l<i striking that keep n,; this farce? \Vhy nre w~ fooling our-

stone floor! selYes ?" 
Nelson Lee had ·leapt to tho banister rail .. ChceEc it, you ass!" eaid Handfodh 

hy 1iow, and his powerful torchlight was sharply. 
flashing. He was grimly determined to see "I'n1 not goiug to be quiet any· longer!'. 
what had happened. But even as he leaned shouted Church. ·· Pn1 only saying what 111o~t · 
over th~ balustrade a choking puff of yel- of you chaps a re thinking. Yes, and tho 
]owish vapour rose fron1 the hall below, en- gir)s. too! This house is real1y haunted!" 
,·eloping hiin, half-blinding him. There were 1nany who 1nuttered thei1· 

llandforth and Nipper , and many of the agree1nent. 
others had run up, too; they had seen the "Nerki was right all a)ong," put in 
,·apot1r rising in a cloud as Ncrki had fallen. Tonuny Watson. '' We scoffed at him and 
It fonned a veritable fog, so that when they ca1led hin1 a fake-but he knew what he wa~ 
litarcd downwards they could see nothing. talking about. lie warned us not to corne 

.. By Heaven!" muttered .Nelson Lee, to Forest House. Let's all clear out. \Vhat 
ao-hast. does it 111att<:'r nbout tho snow? \Vo cau 

'"' .. Sulphur!'' o-urgled Hand forth. "An<l- find shelter so1ncwherc.,, 
and they ~ay 

0

that devils leave a trail of "Yes, yes, let's clear out while we're snfe ~" 
sulphur-" · There was a rush for tho stairs, nnd the 

lfc broke off, his Ycry thoughts too fan- panic seen1ed to spread. Even IIandforth wa;; 
tastic to continue~ ('a11ght in the terror of it, and n sudden 
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o,·erwheln1i11g desire to flee fl'om this houso 
po~ssessed hin1. .. · 

Normally, the young people would not ha,·e 
ucted in this way. But they were overtired; 
they . had had scarcely any sleep; and the 
experiences of this night had unner,red them. 

"Stop!" ,_ 
Nelson Lee spoke stcrnlv-sharply. He 

"·as standing at the bottom of the. stairs, 
facing the oncoming cro,td. 

"This won't do," he went on. "I don't. 
blame you for having this touch of hysteriC'S 
-but you've got to calm down now. LeaYe 
Forest House to-morrow -if you lik~but it 

· "·ould be madness to go out into the snow 
at this hour. The roads nre more or less 
choked, ~nd_ you ·would get · lost. Haunting, 
or no haunting, yoti must stay here." _ 
. His words had. ·the desired f!ffect, and the 
boys· and girls-especially those .who had· been 
most panicky-looked rather shamefaced. 

"If it wasn't a ghost~ sir, how dicl it get 
away.?" askecf '11om1ny \Vatson bluntly. 

"!'don't kno,v.,., 
"How did it land on the hall floor without 

n1nkiug uuy sound?" 
"I doh't know." 
"And what about the bed tl1nt turned 

upside down, sir?" 
., I cannot give you the explanation of that, 

either," replied Lee. "But I will tell you 
this much. I nn1 convinced that e\~ervthing 

:- has been accom.plished by means of ingenioui­
trickery. I wiH not accept the supernatural 

I t
. ., 

exp ana 10n. 

"But what other explanation is there, sir?" 
asked Church. "You don't know how the 
tricks were done-and it seems to me that no 
li,·ing thing could hilve performed such 

But there is no whit of evidence that- there 
has been any supernatui·al agency at ·work. 
It is my intention to stay here, to probe 
this mystery-to investigate it until I arri_ve 
nt' the solution. To-morrow you youngsterR 
can ~o home if you want to-but I shall 
remain." • -· ·· 

"By ji11go, and so will I, sir r' shouted 
Nipper. · · · . 

"Me,· too!" exclaimed Handforth. 11 I'm 
not going to bolt!" 

"Nobody wi11 . bolt, Handfo1·th,". said 
Nelson Lee, smiling. "Jf some of the _others 
care to cut their· \'isit short, all . well . and­
good. But, for the. moment, let's think of 
hot _cocoa and sandwiches~ Come· along.:...:.IJll 
lead the 1vay to the kit.chen. \Ve'll close all 
the doors and light t,he place as briJliantly as 
we· can, and we shall soon be fcehng heaps 
better." · 

The famous detective's checrinrss, his per­
sonality, soon made an amazing · differencp. 
The .boys and girls were already affected 
bv Nelson Lee's sound arguments. And hot 
cocoa and some food made a still greatc1· 
difference. 

Nothing. happened in the kitchen-nothing 
to cause further alarm. Somo of the young 
people started a sort of sing-song, nnd then 
the others joined in, and they made thcm­
sel ves thoroughly tired. 

Quite a few fell asleep as they sat, nnrl so, 
in this way, tho rest of the night -passed. 

\Vhen dawn came they all looked vcrv 
much washed out, but w .. ith the coming of 
the daylight, everybody seemed to unclersUtnd 
that there could ho no· more manifestations. 
Ghosts did not work in daylight-neither did 
tricksters. 

tricks.,, 
"Have you ever been 

show?" asked Nelson Lee 
"Havo you ever been, 
1\laskelyne's ?'' 

So, at length, everybody went off to bl>d 
to an illusicnist's again-this time to sleep · peacefully and 
s01newhat grimly. soundly. · 
for example, to 

"Why, yes, of course, sir," said Church. 
'' Can you tell inc how the illusions were 

accomplished?" asked Lee. ·"Can you tell me 
~how a young lady can be placed in a pad­
locked chest, which is itself suspended on a 
1·ope-· and within one minuto .the- chest is 
empty?" . · 

"But-but that's one of the secrets of the 
conjurers, sir," said Church. 

"Exactly!,, snappP.d Lee. "You don't 
know how it \Vas done, do you? You don't 
know how any of those brilliant, baffling 
tricks ,vere done, but you don't come away 
from l.VIaskelyne's saying that they are 
dabblers in sorcery, and that they can pro­
duce ghosts! No; ~you are very satisfied 
because you have had your money's worth, 
and ~;ou enjoy being baffied. If you weren't 
baffled, the show n·ouldn't be worth a 
J)enny !" 

The boys nn<.l girls were silent-and 
st-rangely calmed. 

"We see nothing here of n suspicious 
11ature," went on Lee, indicating the hall with 

' a sweep of his hand. "And we are bnffied. 

T HERE were two people, at least, who 
were awake and alert; for the great 

· front door was pulled open, and 
Ncl~on Lee and Nipper, in thick boots 

and heavy overcoats, emerged upon the snow­
sinothered doorstep. 

"I didn't want you to come, young 'un," 
said Lee. "You ought to be sleeping." 

"l',·e had three hours, sir, and that's 
plenty," said Nipper. . "I'm ns keen as 
1nustard to have a look round-with you!" 

All tho other guests were still sound asleep, 
nnd Lee had no intention of disturbing t.hem 
until twelve o'clock at the earliest. It was 
very necessary that they should have n 9<:>od, 
healthy sleep. 

"Boxinff Day!" said Nipper with n grin. 
"\Veil, it ll be tho rummiest Boxing Day 
I've ever spent! Snowbound in an olcl 
mansion in the New Forest, and there's not a 
servant in the house or within miles. The 
girls ha,·e offered to do the cooking and the 
table-setting and the washing-up, and all that 
sort of thing, but I'm not su1·e how they'll 
take it now. Last night they decided to rally 
round Archie and his aunt.•~ 
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"l_f they don't ra11y round Lady Bowers 
\till be left in a very unfortunate position," 
said Lee. "'fhere's very little chance of 
g·etting nny servants to-duy. But, son1ehow, 
Nipper., I think the young ladies will ha,·e 
changed their minds when they get up. 1 
· know then1 pretty well-and they,re lcvei­
lieaded and plucky." 

Tho ,·iew fron1 the front door was charm­
ing-a ,vintcr scene such as is pictured on 
Christmas cards. There had been a grent 

· deal of snow during the night-although it 
had ceased falling about two o'clock, and 
there had been none since. The snow lay in 
au unbroken carpet in all directions. Here 
and there hedges and bushes lifted their 
stunmits out of the white blanket. Tho drive, 
tho terrace~, and the lawns were smooth with 
JH.1re, virgin snow. In places there were 
s1nal1 drifts, and over the whole scene there 
was a coiuplcte silence, broken only by the 
cheerful twittering of some birds in the 

_ t1eighbouring • trees. 
"\Vell, it looks jol1y enough," said Nipper 

with a sigh. "Pity everything is so different 
at night. ,ve ought to be ablo to get s01ne 
ripping sport this afternoon-tobogganing 
d::nn1 the slopes." 

"It will do the young people goou, said 
Lee, nodding-. "Plenty of open air sport. 
It- will tire then1 out. If they. decide to rc­
HHtin, I'll have n16re con1pany here by the 
e\·ening, too, and we'll take some extra pre­
cautions and 1nake soine add preparations . ., 

•• \Ve11, if anybody can1e near this house 
last night-and got away from it-there'll be 
footprints," said Nipper. "Look at ·mine! 
Thcy'-re six inches deep. T~ere's been _a 
tremendous fall of snow, guv nor. Even 1£ 
so1nebo<ly came at about midnight, before 
the snow stopped fa11ing, the footp1ints could 
not ll°s;;ibly ha,·o been smothered in the 
tiine.' 

"If there are any tracks nt al1, we shall 
find · then1/' replied Lee. "And I propose 
now that we make· a complete circuit of the 
house itself. After that, we'll take the out­
buildings. Come along. We'll stick to tho 
terrace _ here-and we'll keep as close to the 
house as possible. u 

They made ·the circuit, nod Nelson Lee's 
eyes were active. He not only explored every 
foot of the snow, but ho looked at the walls, 
t.he ti·ees which . gre,v near the house-the 
base of those same trees. He looked every­
where for s01no sign of possible intruders. 

But he drew a co1nplete blank. 
'111e snow all round Forest House was un­

touched unbroken. And one thing bcca 1ne 
absolut.e'Iy ciear fro1n this early-morning tour. 

No human thing bad visited the ol<l inan­
sion during t.he night. There wero · half­
buried footprints leading to the terrace fron1 
tho drive-but Nelson Lee had made thoso 
footprints himself. There were none others. 

If the figure of Nerki had been of flesh 
and blood, then how could he gain adn1it­
tance into the house-and bow hnd he 
escaped 7 · 

CHAPTER 5. 
N erki's Second Warning " WHAT about secret p~is~age~, 

guv'nor ?" asked Nipper t::uc.!­
denly. 

. "You seem to be something of 
a thought-r~ader, ". replied Lee, with a sn1iie. 
., I was just thinking of the same thing­
but don't count on it, young 'un. Son1ehow, 
I don't thi1~k. there aro any secret passages 
in this house. It's old, but it's not like n:1 
ancient casde. However, we'll come to that 
later. I intend to measure up aJI the roo1n, 
-the hall, particularly. Before dusk I sha:~ 
know whether there are any secret passag0s 
or not." 

"\Vhat arc we going to do now?" 
"I think we'll make for tho road, an<l if 

it is at all po%ible, we'll go along to tho 
homo of Professor I \'an N erki,,, replied 
Nelson Lee. '•l""ou can come with n1e if 
you like-,, 

"I do like, guv'nor," said Nipper prompt.I:;. 
It was sometlung of a fight to reach tho 

road, for; in places, the snow had drifted 
very- deep. But· ouce on the road itself, t!1e 
going was easier. And as the pair plunged 
on, Nelson Lee kept his eyes very wide 
open. He took stock of tho general Ee of 
tho land-he noted every turn and t,tist of 
the quiet, rural road. There had been no 
traffic this n1orning; there was not a foot• 
print or a wheeln1ark to be seen. 

"By Jove, guv'nor, we rnight be in a 
wilderness, for all tho signs ol life ,.,~e can 
see," said Nipper, when they had mounted 
to the top of a wooded rise, and could seo 
beyond: "Look at that scene there! l\lile~ 
and 1niles of snow and trees. I never rcalis.ed 
that there was such a lonely place as thi 3 

in the South of England." 
Nelson Lee sn1i1ed. 
"It is11'·t quite so lonely as "it looks," he 

replied. "There are many isolated cottages 
and other dwellings by tne clumps of free3. 
In the landscape we arc now viewing there 
nn1st be n1any families Jiving. Snowbound, 
most of then1, I've no doubt, poor beggar5. 
Let's hope they had plentiful supplies of 
food in their cupboards. l'his, I presume. 
is the home of our n1utual friend, Professor 
Nerki ?" 

I-~e was indicating a squat, ugly dwe1ling-. 
wluch peeped· from son1e trees comparati...-e;y 
near at hand. 

"That's the place, sir/' said Nippei; 
'' There's no 1·eal garden-no hedges round it. 
or fences, or anything. There's a rough 
track, leading fro1n the road to the house­
but it's alJ snow-covered now, and I don't 
even know where it begins.,, 

"The professor believes in his comfort,,, 
commented Lee. "The smoke rising fro!n 
the chimney indicates a cosy fire. WelJ, we 
n1ight as well pay a bold visit. I hale no 
doubt that we have already been seen." 

As they approached the house, Nelson L€e 
pretended to lose his bearings now and again. 
As a matter of fact, ho was zig-zagging t•) 
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a certain extent, so that he could obtain a 
view of all the snow.covered ground which 
surrounded Nerki's ~houso. And Nelson Lee 
was soon satisfied that the snow was uu­
brokcn in every direction. He f ouud no t.eU­
tale traiJ ot footprints. The inhabitants oJ 
this house had certainly not left 1t _ during 
the night-unless they had walked over the 
snow without leaving any tracks. And that 
,vas in1poss1bJe. 

Satisfied ou this point, Lee approached the 
front door. and 111 response to his knock, the 
door was opened by a quictly-dreesed little 
man of middle age. 

"I have no appointment," said Nelson Lei?, 
"but I am woudering if Professor Nerki 
would be courteous enough to receive me!'' 

He handed his card to the man. who took 
it ~ravely. . 

•' If you w111 come in and wait, sir, I will 
take your card to the master,'' he said. "A 
rare wintr:v morning, gentlemen," he added. 
"An old-fashioned Christn1as, and no mis­
take." 

He escorted them across n carpeted lobby 
into a co1ntorta.ble wa1t1ng-room, where a 
cheery fire burned. Then he quietly retired, 
closing the door after him. 

"\V ell, everything is respectable enough 
-'' began N 1pper. 

But he paused as he saw the quick, wa_rn­
ing look in Nelson Lee's eyes. And he un­
mediately underswod. 

This was the house of N erki,· the Sorcerer! 
It was, ,n fact, tho home of a magician, 

nnd it was more than likely that the walls 
of· the ,va1 ung-room were provided with cun­
ningly hidden .spyholes-· and even . micro­
phones, so that· every word spoken 1n that 
apparently private room could be overheard. 

Nelson Lee had exposed more than one 
fake E-piritualist, and iri every case he had 
found the ii.nocent-looking waiting-rooms of 
these people to be full of hidden surprises. 

"I'm not .sure that you · ought to be here, 
Nipper," said Lee, giving the lad a straight 
look. ''After the disgrace£ ul manner 1n 
which you and your friends handled Pro­
fessor Nerki, he is hardly likely to give you 
a welcome." · 

Nipper took his cue. 
"\\"'ell, ,ve thought that Nerki was a fraud ,, . -
"No, no! That won't do!" _ interrupted 

Lee ~harpJy. "'l'here has 9een no whit of 
evidence that Professor Nerki is a trickster. 
People say that he is a psychic of amazing 
brilliance. 1\1.y own mind is quite open. 1 
cannot help thinking that you and your 
young friends ~ted in a very high-handed 
manner-and I even think 'that you shouJd 
apologise to the professor, if he is gracioll! 
enough to admit you _into his presence." 

"I don't see why I should, guv'nor-" 
began Nipper. 

"Then I do." said Lee sharply. u The 
terrible things which have happened at Forest 
House are the direct result of your scanda­
low; duping o~ Lady ~owers. 8he came 
here, expecting to interview Professor Nerki. 

She interv,ewed you-you tooled her, tr1ckEcJ 
her. Upon my ,vord, Nipper. l am almost, 
prepared to believe that the manifestations 
are the result of your folly 1 am not pne 
of those dogmatic people who bluntly declare 
that ghosts are impossible. 1 am willing to 
he convinced." 

"All right. sir!" growled Nipper. .. No 
need to rag me any more." 

He kne,v that this conversation was being 
deliberately "worked •· by Le~. And never 
once did the detect1,·e look round the room 
searchingly or inquisitively. He sat comfort­
ably in his chair, with half-closed eyes, and 
.with a frown of annoyance on his face. And 
Nippe1 wa~ thrilled. Perhaps the eyes of a 
spy were watchu1g them from some hidden 
crevice; perhaps every. word they uttered Wai 
being conveyed to the ears of Nerk1. Nelsou 
Lee was takn1g no chances. 

And if ho and Nipper could be heard, he 
interided to convey the in1pres.5ion that he 
was angry with Nipper, and he was, 111 fact, 
prepared t-0 accept the view that the mani­
festations at Forest House had been pur~Iy 
occult. . 

The door quietly opened, and the man­
servant appeared. 

"My master will receive you, gcntle1:nc-n, ~, 
he satd qu1et)y 

Lee and Nipper rose to then· feet, and fol­
lowed the man across the carpeted lobby, 
nnd into the roon1 which Nipper ment~lly 
thought of as '' the chamber of ho1-ro1-s., · 
But he was in for a surprise tlus morning. 

The domed roof of the apartment still 
showed all the signs of the Zodiac; but there 
were no longer any black curtains hanging 
from the walis; it was not a room of mystery. 

It proved to· be, in fact, a very ordinary, 
comfortable Sltting-1·oom tastefully furn1sht?d. 
'rher_e ,-..·as the brazier still, and it wa~ glow­
ing as befor~. Ncrki sat behind it, dressed 
in 11 warm dressing-gown and a smokiug-cap. 
The window was curt.ained-cunnu1gly cur­
tained, as Lee quickly observed. The day­
light fell full upon the visitors, while Nerki 
himseif remained with his back to the light, 
in bhadow. It was a fa VOJJri te dodge of 
mystery men. 

"Be seated, ?\Ir. Le.e, I beg of you," said 
Nerk1 quietly. "I welcome you 1nto my 
humble home; but I must be frank and say 
that I cannot extend the same. welcome to 
your young companion.'' 

"I um sorry if he has annoyed you in any 
way, profe~or,,, said Lee, when he sat down. 

"I am not annoyed." replied Nerki, shak­
ing his h~ad. " I am merely saddened. I 
cieeply regret that the lad should ha "·e played 
such a . det4picable trick. It was, iudeed, an 
outrage. I am not a v1ndict1ve man, and 
I have long since forgiven h1m. He and his 
young friend! acted foolishly, perhaps, but 
I do not doubt that ther believed they were 
helping Lady Bowers. But 1 have reason -to 
t.hink that their efforts have brought much 
trouble upon her ladyship." _ 

"I am sorry, professor,,, said Nipper 
earnestly. "I am beginning to think that 



you a.re right. .A.wful things have happened 
at Foi·e.;;t House-things which cannot be 
t•xplained. I hope you will forgive n1c for 
what we did " 

~crki waved n lean hand. 
"Say no 1uore, n1y boy," he said kindly. 

"You repentance is gratifying to n1e. I mn 
happy to know that you have been con­
\. incLl().,, 

Nipper was not convincecl-but he looked 
it. 

X elson L"o was acting his part, too; he \Ya::; 
regarding Nerki without ·the slightest indi<"a­
t ion of suspicion. Yet, ·actually, the 
detective was giving the mystic a 
\·ery close and searching scrutiny. 
And there was not tho slightest doub~ 
that this n1a11 in the chair w·as tho 
n1an who had appeared on the landing· 
of Forest Houso during the night. 

"\Vo ha\·e met before, Professor 
Xcrk1, I think?" said Lee suddenly. 

"Yon aro wrong, sir," replied tho 
professor. "I bavo heard of you, yes. 
\Vho has not? But until this n1orning 
I haYc not had the· pleasure of your 
acquaintance." 

"Yet we n1ct in Forest House during 
t11c night." 

''No; I slept ,·cry soundly during 
the night," replied Nerki. "I retired 
.at ten o'clock, .and did not rise until 
':eYcn this n1orning. I believe in tho 
old adage-early to bed and early to 
ris<'.'. Out hero in the forest, it Hait:; 
Ill('." 

lle wa vec.l a han<l towards the 
window and laughed softly. 

'' You ha,·e seen tho snow?" he 
went on. ·• Surely, Mr. Lee, you mu~t 
know that I could not have left this 
J1ouse <luring tho night. I do not 
<:lai1n to be anything but material, 
although tho power of seeing into tho 
astral spaces has been granted me. 
An<l if I had left the house my foot­
prints would be plain enough." 

"Then I n1n quite baffled," said 
Lee, shaking his head.. "I saw you, 
or s01uebody extraordinarily like you, 
in For0st House during the early 
hour5 of the morning. Tho voice . 
was yours-the figure was yours. It could 
not lrnv() been a ghost. I will admit that 
my knowledge of the occult is limited, but 
I ha vc never known that there should be 
a ghost of a li\'ing n1an." 

~crki lear,e<l forward. 
"It was not a ghost yon saw, Mr. Lee," 

he~ rcp]icd uunrcssivcly. "It was the figure 
of my . astral self. During the night I 
drea1necJ. Yea, I d1·ea1ned vividly. l hnYo 
been greatly worried concen1ing Lady Bowers, 
for I know that there is grave danger at 
Forest Ifo,1s~. And I dreamed that I was 
in that ho1Jse, and that I saw the terrible 
ele1nental which i3 haunting the place." 

"I an1 11-Jt doubting your word1 Profc~sor 

Xerki," s;ud l.ee quietly. "l)o not t.hi:1:~ 
for a 1no1nent that l arn questioning yo·,1r 
sincerity. But. I a n1 co1n·inced, neverthcle~--. 
that yon arc wrong. There is no clen1ental i:1 
Forest House. A trickster, perhaps-a clcYet· 
1nan who is faking all n1anner of occult n1ani­
festations. But I <lo not ad1nit of-" 

"You n1ust--~·ou must!" broke in N erk i 
a1n1ost angrily. u In Heaven's nan1e1 ~Ir. 
Lee, this thing is s~rious. I an1 wamin~ 
you that Lady Bowers will not be safo until 
her guc!-its leave. This vile phantastn whic-h 
haunt5 tho house is angry. It will not be 

In spite of their terrifying experiences at the haunted hous• 
enjoy themselves in a glorious snowflght, little dreaming wl 

content with ~Inashing furnitul'o for long-. It 
will take life. 'fhere is hideous danger for 
you, and for e\·erybody else in that house, 
with tho exception of Lady Bowers." 

·· That fa your opinion, Professor Kcrki," 
replied Lee. .. I have another opinion. And 
I intend to remain at Forest House until 
I have probed this n1ystery to the botto1n." 

"Then you are ns ba\d as your youn ~ 
friend!" said Nerki harshly. "You arc ~.:1 
unbe) ievc-r." 

'' Ye . .:;-and I shall continue to be nn un­
believer until I an1 convinced,,, replied L,·"· 
"It see1ns, that thcro is no object to tie 
gained bv a .continuation of this inte1•~' icw. 
'l'herefore, Profes~ol' X c1·ki 1 I will bid yo·.1 
goorl-1norui11 g. ,, 
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"\\'ail!'~ 11rg-ed the 111ystic. "J)o yon 

~wt ually know nf what happened 1n that 
ltot1so durmg tho night?" 

·· I do." 
·· You kIJow of the s1nashi11g of the furn i­

tu re, and tho hu r]ing of the log-box, and of 
e,·(~rything else which took place?'' 

"')'. ... es." 
"And yo11 sti11 suspect trickery ? " 
•• I not on]y suspect trickery, but I mu 

<'Oin inL'P-<l of trickery," replied Lee quietly. 
.. And it would interest 1110 to lt·arn, Pro­

, fesso1·, how you knew of the f\xact nature of 

~. the St. Frank's juniors and their girl chums managed to 
1at dangers awaited them with the coming of tha night ! 

the 1n.1nifcstations-si11ce you haYe not left 
your house :Jnri_ng the night?" 

Nedd u·avcd an angry hand. 
"I can see nU!" he· replied curtly. "\Vhi]st 

l slept., my astral self left· ·1ny body nn<l was 
pi·ojccted to Forest House. In that way l 
know of everything that happened._ I know 
of· the bed which rocked; and I know, too, 
that the three boys in that bed were very 

· neat· to <l~ath. \Vil] you believe it if I tell 
yon that it was I who saved the111 ?" 

"1'111 afraid not." replied Lee dry ]y. "The 
boys ~houted for help, and I hurried to theit· 
hed-roo111, with n1any of the other boys. It 
,vas our arrival, I think, ,y hich caused the 

-'"h(~~t' r·o J(.'•;;:1·--t 1i, 0 _..,,.., ·- ... • 

"I am appalled," saic1 Ncrki. "In for'•"' 
of these connncing- happenings, you still di:­
believe ! " 

"I arn a practical 1nan, professor-with a 
practical 1nind." 

"That is just your trouble," replied Nerki. 
"You sneak of tricksters. llow could tlwi 
l'5Cape fron1 the house? Did you not lor)~i 

round the house for footprints'?" 
·'Yes." 
·• .A.ud yon found son10 ? " 
•· I found none." 
'· .And what is your theory?" 

'• Perhaps I ha ,-c no theory," repli,.,.Ll 
Lee, rising to his feet. "All I haYu 
to say to you, Professor Ncrki, i~ this: 
please do not worry :yourself a hou t 
Lady Bowers any longer. She wi11 UL'­
quite safo in n1y charge. She 11:1,; 

1nany friends at Forest I-louse-friend~ 
who will stan<l by her through tho 
con1ing night-" 

"There you a ro wrong," hl'oke in 
Nerki. "The young pL'oplc ..ire 
leaving to-daJr.'' 

"\Vhat makes _you think that?" 
"The events of last night so frig11t­

cned thc1n--" 
"A healthy sleep and son1c bri:.c!~ 

exercise in tho wint.ry sunshine \Yiil 
1nakc a great difference," said L,,c: 
gently. u Tako it fro1n me, Nerki­
they will stay. An<l if any trickstr>r:; 
con10 to-night they will .find us pr(!-
pared." _ 

He left a hruptly, Lefore Profr•~~or 
Nerki could say anything furth0r. 
And Nelson Lee n1a<lc no con1n1,~nt 
until ho and Nipper wcro well a.w.ay 
frmn tho house, and were, in f ac-t, 
plunging through tho sno,v on t~u} 

road. 
"That wa~ a rnnuny intcr\"i1_!·,,.-, 

gHv'nor," said Nipper. 
··very." 
,; \V ell, what docs it n1can?" 
"l\ly object was to throw down t'.1e 

~auntlct to Nerld," replied Nel~ou 
Lee with 43atisfaction. '' I was car0f 11 l 
to assure him that I was not question­
ing his sincerity. But ho knew how 

much to believe that. Did you notice t ha~. 
Ile was positively alarn10.d towards the enll: :, 

"Yes, sir-but why?" 
"Because he had been congratulatin~ hirn­

sclf upon the success of his methods," r<'plied 
Lee gri1nly. "He thought that fWerybod~­
would take fright to-day. An<l I show•~<l 
hi1n that he was wrong-that the party \Hntld 
still be intact to-night.. It 1nust ho intact, 
too, Nipper. We are not going to allow 
Nerki to triumph-to regain his power OYer 

.i\rehie's unfortHnate aunt."· 
"Then yon think that he's at the hot t,1!n 

of all the queer business?'' 
"No, I don't think,,, replied Lee. 11 I 

know." 
"By Jave! Ilow do you know~'' , 
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"Because I ,vent to Nerki's house this 
1uorning t(J obtain proof-and I did obtain 
that proof," replied Lee. "Last night, quite 
11nknown to the excelle&tt professor~ I set a 
trap for him. and he ,,,alkcd in to it." 

Nipper was bubbling \\ith ·eagerness. 
'

4 But yv'.l told me . not.bing_ of tl1is, 
guv'no•!" l1e protested. "What did you do? 
I mean, ho\v · did you t.rnp him? An<l ,vhat 
,vas your proof?" 

"I employed an exceedingly simple device," 
replied the detective. "In addition to plac­
ing sealed threads across the door,vays in 
the hall, I ·sprinkled some tell-tnlo po,vder 
on. the paved floor." 

"My only hat!,, 
"That po\\·der was quite invisible-and re­

mains invis1ole whilst it is dry," continuecl 
Lee. "It adheres to anyt.hing it touches-as, 
for example, the soles of a n1an's shoes. But 
the sliu.htest contact '"·ith dampness, the tell• 
tale po\\'der leaves a vivid green stain.'' 

"I say. that's clever, sir." 
"Not at- all-it is a verl· elementary trick," 

said Nelson Lee. "I dad not care ho,v many 
of you boyc, and girls trttmpled in the po,\·der, 
for I Wc.1St1't trying to t1·ap you, any,vay. But 
j! Nerki P.nterecl that tu1ll, by any means, he 
,,·ould unquestionably go a,vay ,vith some of 
the traces of po,vder on his shoe.leather. That 
is the real reason for my visit here t11is 
1norning." _ 

'' But Nerki ,vas \\·earing slippers,,, said 
Nipper.. "I partiqularly noticed them.'' 

" And near the fi1'eplace stood n pair of 
stout outdoor shoes," \\·ent on Lee in a 
satisfied voice. "It ,vas Yery obliging of 
Professor Nerki to leave them there. R.eally, 
it ,vas a stroke of luck £01· me, Nipper. You 
may not have noticed that I very clumsils· 
tripped over a corner of the rug as I ,vas 
about to depart, and actually staggered." 

0 Yes, I sa,v you do that, sir, but I thought 
nothing of it.,, 

"Bub in that second I also ' aecidentally ' 
~n~ked against one ~f the out.door shoes and 
t1pplW, fl over," replied Lee dryly. "And I 
saw .. tho "Ullrnistakable green staining on the 
sole. Very slight, patchy, in fact-but it ,vas 
sufficient. N<:rki was,. in Forest House during 
the night-and those shoes prove it." 

Nipper was full of ,vonder. . 
'' Then-then it was all spoof?" he asked 

breathlessl3". "I mean, what N erki said. 
About his Astral self and--" 

"Astra) fiddlesticks I'' interrupted Lee im­
patiently. '' I meant Nerki to see that I ,,·as 
in earnest-and I issued a challenge. There 
ought t.o be some interesting developments 
to-night. 11 

h liy Jingo, rathe1~ !" said -Nipper. "But 
I'm all at sixes and sevens even no,\·. llo,v 
did Nerki 'fet into the house? \\.hat about 
footprints ? ' · 

"There might be a secret. ,vav in, of ,vl1ich 
we kno,v nothing," replied Lee. "\l"e're 
going back no,\'-to 1nake a thorough, 
extensive search.,, 
· " All I can say is-he's a clever magician," 
said Nipper, almost ad1niringly. "H~,v did 
he drop down into the ,Yell of the hall ,vith-

out n1aking a sound? Ancl ,vhcre did lie go 
to?'' 

"At the present mom·ent those questions 
are riddles.,, 

'' And ,vhat nbout that great log box?" 
,vent Qn Nipper. '' We've seen Nerki-he's no 
Goliath. ln fact, I doubt if there is any­
body li,,.in~ ,v·ho could h'hve lilted that box 
and flung 1t on to the landing. What you 
are sayiug, guv'nor, implies that there must 
have been t\\'O or three men down in the 
hall in addition t"o Nerki." 

"You had better ref rain from further 
t.he-orising, young 'un," said I...tce dryly. "If 
:you don't, you'H find yourself running into 
all -sorts of liy-ways ,\·hich lead nowhere. Wo 
do11't know ho,v these things \\"ere done, but 
we intend to find out. Furthermore, I believe 
that ,ve are up 11guinst a cunning, clever man 
-a criminal.' 
- ''\Vhatl You mean Nerki ?" • 

"Archie Glenthorne is a ,·ery shre,rd 
~~oungstcr,'' contiuued Lee thoughtfully. 
'' His object in briuging you young people 
do,vn here ,,·as to save Ludy Bo\\·ers. I raise 
my hat to ... L\rchie. He kno,vs that his aunt 
is in1mensely rich, and he is fond of her, 
too. \\7ell, ,ve must rally round Archie, and 
help him nil \\'0 can. In a ,vord, l,ndy 
Bo\\'ers bas got to be saved, in spite of her­
self.,, 

T HE\? expected to find Forest· House as 
quiet as ever ,vhen they _arrived. But 

. a surprise a,,·aited them. 
Not only were all the young guests 

up and about, but Lady Eustacia Bo\\~e1·s her­
.self had dressed and hud come down, declar­
ing that she ,vas. as fit as a fiddle. Most of 
the girls ,vel'e busy preparing an impromptu 

.breakfast, but the1·e \\"as no feeling of cheeri­
ness in the air. '11he brightness of tho 
,vinter's day had not had t.he expected effect. 
E,·erybody ,vas talking of packing their bags 
and clearing out. 

"But ,vhat's the trouble?" asked Nipper 
,vit-h concern, as he and Nelson Lee stood in 
the great hall, ,vith Handforth and Pitt and · 
Travers and a nun1ber of others surrounding 
then1. 

- ,. \\1e'vc had orders to quit, dear old 
fello,,'s-that's all,,, said T1·avers ,vith a 
shr11g. 

.. Orders to quit?,, 1·epcated Leo. 
"Absolute1l" !" said Archie, joining them 

,Yitl1 a long face. "I'm afraid that Aunt · 
Eustacia has dropped a spanner into the good 
old ,vorks. You see, the girls have been tell­
ing her all about ,vhnt happened in the 
night-." 

,-, \\·' ell ?" said Lee. 
"She ,,,as frightfully ,vorried this moi'ning, 

nnd she nsked the dear young things to spill 
it-and thev spilt it," explained Archie. 
"And Aunt Eustacia is afraid that there ,viii 
be murky \\'Ork to-night, and she has asked 
everybody to buzz off. Well, I mean, the 
lads and lassies can't very ,veil stay on after 
the hostess has given them the boot, can 
the~"?,, 
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"\\.l1ere is Lady Do\,·0rs ?" askecl Lee "I ,vant l·ou to trust n1c," continued· TJee. 
quictl)'. "I cannot, I am afraid, go into any details. 

'· Obtaining a spot of ,,·a r111th in tho But I kno,v that )~ou are being grievous I..)· 
dra,viug-room," replied Archie. ·· I', .. e been victimised. I ,viii 1nention no names-yet. 
tr.yiug· to reason ,,~ith her, but she ,von't You have requested ~,.our -:youn~ guestsL to 
listen. A strong-n1i11ded ,vo1nan, Aunt leave. And tliat, I think, is a mistake. l~or 
t:nstacia. I go fairly jelJificd at the knees it is an admission of defeat. Would it not 
"·hen she looks n1e straight in the eye. A be better to let tl1c boys and girls deoide for 
dashed ·un11leasant sensation, by gad!" thcn1selvcs ?'' . 

Nelson Lee could understand the change. "They ,viii go, just the san1c,'' said Lady_ 
Naturally, the bo:ys .nnd girls could uot think Bo\\"ers. 
of re1nai11ing if their hoste8S had requested '' Perhaps-and perhaps not-," said Lee. 
tl1c1n to leave. '!,here ,vas only one thing to "At least, give them the opportunity oi 
be donc-an.d. Nelson J...iec did it. choosing. IJet them kno,v that they are ,\·eJ-

IIe ,vent into the c1ra,,·ing-roonl and co1nc to stay if they ,vish. Do not1 I beg of 
iutroduced Jiinlse)f. yon, turn them fron1 your <loor." _ 

k "Oh, but I had no su<'h thought I" said her 
"I ne,v that you ,,·ere here, l\,lr. I~ec) nucl Judy ship in distress. •• It's Ch1istmas-tin1e, 

I nn1 g·rateful to J~ot1 for nil you have donl'," and there should be a S}Jirit of g.ood,vi1l." 
said Lady ·Bo,vers, after they had shaken 
l1ands. "I do not doubt that your presence "Your re9uest that they should leave is 
snved Il}Y young guests froin a dangerous tnnta1nount · to a11 ordcr-ancl an order they 
panic. But you ,viii sec that it is• (J.ttite in1- cannot possibly refuse to obey," said Lee. 
possibJc for thcn1 to rc1nain in this house ., You l1avo left them no choice.'' 
another night." "But it is for their o,vn good--'' 

"I an1 afrnid I do not ngrce ,vith yon, "You really tl1ink so?" interrupted Lee. 
J~ad,y Bo,ver~," said J~ee quietly. "If rcasou. _ '· 'fhey ,vi11 go fro1n this house-and they ,YiH 
aole precautions nre ta~cn? no harn1 can ,~on1c . kno,v that they have 1·un a,vay. That is not 
to any living person ,,·1th111 these ,valls. g·ood for· the youngster:,. Don't you see that 

"But ~-ou urc ,vrong," said Aunt EustLicin. they earnestly desire to help- :rou? They cru11e 
"The po,vers of evil are abroad nt night. here for that verJ· object, and no,v yon turu 
'l,his l1ouse is haunted by a <lestructi v o thcn1 a ,,·ay." 
presence. Professor Ncrki has ,Yarned 111~. Lee ,,,as brilliai1t. He did not argue, but 
I ,,·as foolish to aHo,v n1y ncphe,v to bring he slo,vly but surely brougl1t J-"ndy Bo,vers 
his young friends l1cre." round to · accept J1is o,\·n vie,vJlOint. ~fora 

Lee ,vas rather shocked by his hostess' than that. His o,vn confident }Jersonali(y en­
nppcarancc. She ,vas looking haggard and chanted her; it did n1ucl1 to con1bat the un­
ill. It ,vas not the result of the blo,v she had healthy influence of l">rofessor Nerki. 
received upon her J1eud-for tl1at ,vas quite \\ .. ithin half an J1our Lady Bo,Yers had lo~t 
superficial, and she had practically recovered her haggard expression; she ,vas even lat1gl1-
f ron1 the effects of it by no,v. Her present ing ,,·ith Nelson Lee; and ,vl1en Archie 
c-ondition ,vas caused by s01nething else. She can1c into the qra,ving-roo111 a little later he 
,,·as over,vronght; she ,,·as a :prey to nerves. ,vas utterly startled. He could h~rdly credit 
It ,vus clear to the detective tl1at Lady ihat such a change could have been ,vrought 
Bo,vers ,vas completely in tl1e giip of Pro- in so short n space of t-iine. 
f~ssor I van Nerki-just as Archie had said. , , Hallo, ... ~rcliie, ·Ill'-' bo,,., ,, said his aunt, 
So great a l1old had the n1ystic obtained over J ., 

-her that her everl,. thought, her e,·ery nction, sn1iling. · , 
· ,rns influenced by him. - "Odds changes and 1niracles !'' gasped 

Archie. "I mean to soy-- That is--:, 
"Co1ne, Lady Bo,,·ers, yon n1ust forget all 

this occult nousense," said Lee quietly. .. I -"I se11t. for l1ou, ... .\.rchie, 1because I am fee~-
havo been told that at this hour ;·esterday ing in quite a different mood,,, said hi3 
you looked ten J'ears younger----" aunt. ")ilr. Lee has cl1ccrcd me up ,vonder• 

fuly." 
"One u1on1ent, sir," b1~oke in J-'ady Bo,vers "Oh, rather!" said Aro1iio heartily. u lir. 

nugrily·. "Ho,v da1:e you? l\Iy . beliefs arc Lee is a bit of a inagicia11 011 liis o,vn, you 
deep-1·ootecl and sincere. Ho,v dare you kno,v.'' · 
ref er to the111 us ' nonsense ' ? · - I grca tly 
resent--" "I ,vant you to tell all :your young friends 

"I itsed the ,vord deliberately," interrupted that they are perfectly at liberty to stay on, 
I~ee, scttiug hinlself in front of lier, and look- if they ,vant to," continued Lady Bo,ver~. 
ing stpight into her troubled eyes. "You "Tho Christmas holidays have only just 
ha~·e :Vlowed yourself to become a sla,:e to started, and I should not like them to think 
t.lus cult, Lad:y Bowers. It is dangerous. that their vacation has been entirely spoiled." 
And I am going to tell you f 1·a11kly and "Good gad; I'll dash about and stop the 
straightforwardly that this l1ouse is not lads and lassies fron1 packing," said .~rchi~. 
haunted by any ghost, or, in fac.t, by any- ''Tl1is is frigl1tfully good nc,Ys, auntie, ol,l 
thing at all." dear.,, 

·• Ho,v can you say that. :\Ir. J.,ee-aftcr He dasl1ed out, but 11c found that many ,Jf 
,vhat happened lust night?" she asked in tl1e young guests ,,:ere far from delightt?cl 
a1nazc-1ne11t. to hear the ne,,·s. The, u order of tl1c boot " 
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had con1e to then1 ns a relief. It \\"as n way 
out. They were not obliged to choose, one 

· ,vay or the other. 
And Lady Bower~;' change of attitude' uow 

left it up to them. They thought of tho 
previous night-and they frankly feared t.ho 
con1ing of nnothcr night. 

· Nelson Lee, however, can10 to the rc.3cuc. 
Ile nssembled all the young guests in the 
di.ning-i-oom. and he spoke to the1n car.ncstly. 

"I am not in n pos1tion to give you· any 
explanation of what took place Lnst night.'' 
he ·said. "Bnt I can tell you -tlus much-:­
this house 1s not haunted. .Go if ~-ou want 
to-but if you remain~ you need not have· 
any fear Qf ghosts. I am satisfied t,hat thcro 
arc no· ghosts.,, 

'' Then-. then how did nll those thing! 
lrnpp~n la~t night. sir?,, asked Church. 

"They were fnkccl-Yer_y cle,·el'ly faked.'' -
" By Ncrki ?" asked H.andfort.h eagerly. 
"I cannot tell von tlrnt-bccau~o 1 ha,·e no 

pru0f," replied tee. "But. you need ha vc 
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no fear of the &\tpernatural. And to-night 
I shall add further guards on cluty. AddC1d 
precautions will ho t.akeu, too. I feel thc.1t 
I an1 up against n cunning plotter. If you . 
nll lcr! ,·o the house, t.hc plotter will ha vo . 
scored a big victory. Indeed, it is quito 
likelv t.laat no further manifestations will 
occu~t·--and thus I shall be robbed .of ·my 
9hanco of trapping the scainp, whoeYcr ho 
15." , 

"\Vo're not going, l\,fr. Lee," said llancl-
forth bluntly. "\\Te're all staying. lly 
C~eo1·ge, rather! \Vhat clo you say, you 
chaps?" 

u Of cotirse ! " sni<l Church and l\icClure1, 
without 1nuch enthusiiu,m. 

Dut _1nnny of the girls chimed in no,v-and 
they were looking relieved and happy. It · 
was n contagious feeling, and it spread. 
\Vithin fivo 1ninntcs the whole party carno 
{o a ciecision. 
. It would stay--and sec the nd\·cnl~tro 
through. 
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CHAPTER 6. 

The Death Warning. 

T 11ERE was a very different fceliug in 
the old house durang luncheon· -which 
the g1rla had. pre pa red with .much 
enthusiasm. 

There had been some tobogganing carher, 
nn<l · the boys had con1e in glowing with 
health. S01no of the girls had been JO!tlll~g 
in tho winter sports, too-thc_y to~~ 1t . 111 
tnrns. Everybody was feeling Chnst­
nrnssy." 

.. .\nd during the aft~rnoon they all went 
out. They tobogganed, they sJe1ghecJ, they 
skated; and later 111 the afternoon they en­
gaged in a bo1sterou8, cxlularaung snowfight. 
U1rls vers\tS boys-and the girls nearly won. 
,vhilo it lasted 1t was a glorious set•to, and 
they nil came in laughing and happy. 

.. t\nd while the house had been cn1pty ~ 
Nelson Leo had been very busy. . 

..1\rn1ed with a spnng tape, he had cnrefu::y 
and n1ethodically gone over the entire houee. 
He had 1ncasnrcd the walls of the rooms, tho 
floors, he had been over practically every inch 
of the hall, and he had penetrated the cellars. 
There was not a foot of that house which 
escaped his attention. 

A.!1d in the end . he was forced to ouc cer· 
tn in conclusion. 

There were no secret passages, there were 
no pnnels in tho hall, which opened out into 
hidden and long-lorgotten charnbers. 

'' But there n1nst be son1etlung-, guv'nor," 
.~nid Nipper, ,vho had conic ho1nc before the 
other~,. on pnrpose to hear Lee's report. 
".Nerlii got into this house sornchow, didn't 
he?" 

•' It's a poser, young 'un," said Lee tho11ght­
ful1y. • u But you cau't get rnn1y fr.>m 
1ncasuren1ents. There's not a cornet· of this 
house that I have not accounted for. Th(!re 
is no n~all thick euough to pcrn1it of an inner 
passage. 

,, . 

"\VclJ, it's a knock-out," sai<l Nipper, 
scn1 tch1ng his head.· 

'' I have even 1nC'asured the distance be­
tween tho ccihngs of one floor and the floor­
boards of the other," went on Lee. u There 
is only sufficient roon1 for the ordinary plaster 
and · rafters. l do not rnind co_pfcssing that 
I a1n puzzled-a:1d just a.1 bit; worried. 
There is a secret soh1e\\1l,ere,. but I have not 
discovered it." 

"What you have done, guv'nor, is to rule 
out any poss1bihty of a ·secret passage," said 
Nipper.· "And that's the greatest poser of 
all. \Ve know that Nerki was in the hall 
last night, and that ho could not have 
escaped-'" 

"Bt1t you are wrong there," said I ~ee. 
"Nerld could easily have escaped-by going 
down one of the passages into the servant~' 
quarter~'' 

"Bnt yon put threads across-and they 
were unbroken." 

'.' Nerki rnay have known of then1,'' rPp!ied 
LeP.. "Don't forget that he wais lnrki:1g 
about ~ornewhere-ludden in the shadow~. 1. 

nm convinced that he used sorne cnnn:!1g~y 
devised instrument to seize l-1andfo1·th by th•J 
ankle as he was ascending the stairs. Ncrki 
could not tut ve cscuped - ny entering any <H 
the ciosed roorns, fo1· he would have broken 
the threads. Bt1t he could have avoided tho 
threads ot the passages. a1id this· is a big· 
house, ,vith many store•cupboard5, n1auy 
rooms which arc not even used. 14,urthcr-
1norc, Nipper, in an o)d house like this, you 
can easily enter one room, and find a com­
municating door at the back, which !cat.Ji 
into an old passage, and b1·1ngs you ouv 
again into the original corndor. Any n1an 
with an inwnrd kuowlcdge ot t-he various 
roorns and passages, could dodge about ju 
the most bewildering fashion. auu rc.n1ain 
safe practically nil the time.,. 

"You mean, the house could oe -searched. 
and pronounced en1pty-and yet Nerki cou!d 
have been .. hero nil the ume ?" 

"Exactly," replied Lee. ·• It \\"a.9 mcre!y 
a question of Nerki's agility 10 dodging. 
But that doesn't explain how he was at hon~a 
this n1orning-ancl no footprints anywhere in 
the snow. \Ve're up against a tough probJerr1, 
and I don't mind telling you, young 'un, 
that I am as keen as musta_1·d. l nm quit~ 
anxious for the night to oome.,, 

T EA was a jolly meal, n?1d Lady Bowers 
herself presided. She was a diff erer.t 
woman no,,t. Once again, the yea1s 
had npp:1rently «.h-opped tro1n he?·. 

Nchon Lee's intluence had worked wonder!. 
"I have taken the liberty of lD\'1t1ng two 

old frtends of mine to come down,,, said Lee. 
"They should l>c here. at any nunutc--and 
I think they will prove to be wclco111c addi• 

_~tions to our guards to-night." 
"Any friends of yours, 1\-Ir. Lee, are ,t"e:­

come here," said Lady Bowers grnciou5Jy. 
' "~rhank you. I have also fixed up quite 
a Jarg-c nun1ber of nuxiliary electric lights," 
continued the detective. "1 an1 afra1d l 
have · raided your store-1·ooms rather· drastic­
nlly, Lady Bowers. I ha\'e used every spnrc 
lmnp in t.he place-nnd ahnost every scrap 
of lle~f. to say nothirfg of lainp-holdcrs and 
switches. ' li'or quite a tin10 this a ftcrnoon 
I was quite an flect11ician.,, 

There wns ~lenty of cvide11~e of the dete<'.,­
t.iYe's wqrk. Additional c!ectric lights, hang­
ing bare without shades, were apparent in 
several parts of the halJ. They were glowing 
brilliantly. In the upper cor1·idors, nnd on 
the )anding, too, extra lights hac..l been 
placed. But nobody knew where t,he sw1tchc~ 
were. Lee had concealed these cunningly- . 
nnd he, in fact, was the only man who could 
find them at a second's notice. 

"Light is the best of all weapons to be used 
against the kind of gh~ts which haunt t.hi:i 
house," continued Lee ch-yly. .. And to-night 
we'll be brilliant.'' 

From somewhere in the house ca1nc th,.1 
ringing of n bell, an<l an immediate hu~h 
fell. Son1e of the boys nnd girls looked 
startled-for the dusk had already .decp~ncd 
int-0 darkness, and with t.he coming of tho 
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nigl1t nerves were not quitC' so stron.; a:; ,:\Y.n1 ! I gin:\ greeting t.o nll !'~ said 
they had been. l.Jn1lu~1, showi1,g his white teeth in n ,\·hle 

"That's the front~door hell," E-aicl Lady sn1ile. "''fis a joyous occa~ion to sec so 
. Bowers, in so1nc distress. "Dear 1ne ! How man:r frieudh· faces." . ~ 

anuoyjng it is to be without ~er\"ants. Lady Dowers was looking uncertain. She 
Archie. 1 woncJer if you would n1ind--n had said that she would ,vekorno any of 

"Oh, rather!" said Archie. Nelson Lee's friends; hut 8he had certainly 
"Ies all right-I'll go," said Lee, stcpp1ng not expected to throw her hou!::e open to a 

to the door. "'Ihesc are my two lricncts, 1 negro. · 
believe." lfowevE:'r, Nelson Lee quickly explained, 

He closed the door after him, and tea went and he introduced lTmlosi with due :pomp. 
ou. Archie Glenthorne- and his young guests For lTrnlosi was a very big 1nan in Afnca-u. 
were filled with curiosity. Nobody knew who n1an of noble blood. 
Nelson Lee's expected guests were-but And suddenly Lady Bowers' face cleared. 
Handforth, at least, si.tspootcd thnt they were "I am nlore than delighted to have you in 
a couple of Scotland Yard detectives. No J 
doubt one of them was Chief Detective- my 1ouse, Lord Dorrimorc-an<l you, too, 
inspector Lennard, who was an old friend of l{ing Umlosi," she said. •· I was enthrnlled 
I , wheu I l'ead of your cxtrnorclinary . ex• 
"'~ s~urmnr of voices could be heard from periences in that strange Islaud of the 

tho hall; but the vonng guests were too Sargasso, some months back." 
polite to listen, or to .. p1·etend to listen. But Dorrie looked troubled. 
thc:y could easily guess that· Nelson Leo was "Ad\·cmtures of that kind do11't come along 
giving his friends a brief statement of the very often," he said sad Iv. "By the Lord 
fucts before bringing them in. Harry! Life has been dttH since then, f uir 

"1 think it's rather a pity," Irene l\rlanners lady. We learned that there is danger in 
"·as saying to Doris Berkeley and l\1nrjorie this house-and thnf s what seemed so attrac• 
'rc-mp)e. h Still, I suppose l\fr. Lee is l'ight. ,~ tive to us, if you will forgive me for n1y 

:c But what is a pity?" asked l\:1arjorie. frankn(•ss." 
"\Vhy, bringing theso stt·angers ·into the Tho pnrty in general was enorn1ouslv 

house," murmured Irene. "Don't )'OU think bucked. The very presence of Dorrie ancl 
it will spoil oui· party? ,, ... 0 all know ono Una!os1 made all tho difference. They were 
another so ,vell, and I always thiuk it makes such old friends-and such n1ighty fighters, 
a party lose its charm wlicn st-rangers butt too. All the boys and girls were feeling a~ 
in. HesidL•~:- these n1e11 have onlv cmnc clown safe as n rock now. \Vith Lee, Dorrie, and 
to act as g\rnrds during the night." Umlosi in -char~e, what would it matter if 

.. \Veil, Ietts hope thev don't spoil things," the ghosts n1an1fcsted thc-1nselves every fivo 
'd J) · J ~ • I , d · minutes? sa1 ons. :' Per 1aps "e can ld\·e anc1ng ,. B t I . I'd ~ t · t h ,'ti '] 

and games this evt•ning-and the inen will be ., u . ;;?" c ! ~ ou. ge . 1!1 -O~lc ".1 1 
t iern, 

on the wutcn. It will be rather a comfort., g~~ 1101 • asked Nip~er 111 ,,ondei_-
you know-to think of those men patrolling - I knew that Dorne and Ui:nlos1 ,vere. 1n 
up and down in the hall and on lhe landing.'' London-and when I saw _n mad yan passing 

"Yes there's that about it " admitted along the snowy l'ond tlus n1orn1ng, I pcr-
Ircnc. ' ' suadcd the driver to take a telegram for me,,, 

Then the door opened nncl Nelson Lee explained Nelson Lee. "I ex~cct yon had 
nppeared. With hirn were ~ smiling, youngish- so1ne trouble in getting down, Dorrie?" 
looking man ,vith a bronzed face of singular "Not n1uch," said his lordship. "The roads 
charm. The other man was n f ull.bloodecl are prclty · good-the main roads, I n1ean. 
ncgro of enorm·ous propoi·tions-over six feet It's onlv here, in this quiet part of tho 
in height, broad and brawny, and \\'caring n country, .. that the snow is nt al1 troublesome-. 
lounge suit with obvious disfomfort. An', by glory, you are pretty \\~ell snowed up 

And on the instant all those boys and girls here, !lren't you?" 
leapt to their feet, delighted and a1nazed. "'Tt!' n co_Jd :n_id bleak land," rumbled 

"Dorrie!" went up a joyous shout. Umlos1, shaking lus head. 
"GrPat Scott! And Umlosi, too!'' Yelled Onl.\· his great loyalty to his belovC'd 

Ila.ndforth. "Well, I'm jiggered!" "' '' N'Koso" had brought hi1n on this adven• 
"Hurrah!" . _ ture. For Umlosi was a 1nan of the tropics, 
Lord Dorrimore, the famous sporting· peer, and the cold of an English winter got right 

grinned cheerily as he ndvnncecl into the under his skin. 
1·oom. _ Archie offered to escort the two new 

''\Vell, we don't seem to be unpopular, visitors upstairs to tho room "·hich had bC'cn 
anyway," he chuckled. "Jolly ~lad to see set apart for their use. Nelson Lee, mean, 
you, boys and girls. I bear t.here s a f;pot of while, offered a few \\·ords of explanation. 
e,ccitement ,down here? AB soon as I heard "Lord Dorrimore is like - myself, Lady 
that, I couldn't get here f~st enough." Bowers,"- he said quietly. "He is a man of 

Everybody ·wns wildly· excited. - Even n1aterial thingi:;-and he has a wholesome and 
Nipper had known nothing of this sµrprise, -wholehearted disbelief in ghosts. No finer 
and he ,vas overjoyed. Lord Dorrimo1·e _wns, man could be found to assist in such a hunt 
indeed, one of Nelson Lee's oldest friends- as this. He is ns quick as' lightning with his 
nnrl ~" ·, ..... s the mighty t:mlo~i, King of fists; he hns an eyP like a Red Indian's, and 
I(utanalnnd" the courage of a lion." 
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" I <lo uot doubt you, l\I r. Lee," said I .,ady 
Bowers. ·' Hut are J .. ord Dorrin1oro's 
qualificatious of any use agau1st the danger 
which threateus this house? Both you and 
he scoff at the supernatural. l an1 of n. 
different opinion. \Vo will not quarrel over 
that-for, after all, we nre all ent.itled to· our 
owu opinions. y· ou bclievo that there 1s 

nothing occult in this haunting. I believe 
otherwise. But you hn\'e persuaded 111e to 
llttt the whole n1atter to the test." 

"And it is n1y o~ject, Lady Bowers, to 
convince you thnt your bcliefs ure false-and 
dangerous to your \'cry health," said Lee 
t>aruestly. "And let me again remind you 
that you have to thank your ncphe,v for all 
that is being done. 11is lo\'c for ~·ou 1s 
genuine, and he honestly desires to rid this 
house of its evil ntn1ospherc." 

"I pray that you w1tl succeed, l\Ir. Lee, 
nnd that you will not ha\'e cause to regret 
your activities,., said her ladyslup. "It is n1y 
personal belief that there 1s inuch danger 
1n interfering with psychic pheuon1eim. I um 
a believer-and · I accer,t what I ---see un-
q ncstioningly .. " -

" In other words, ehe is an ideal dupe -for 
nny cheap faker," 111ur1nured Nipper into the 
ear of l\ilary Sunuuers. "An1azing isn't i~? 
.And there nre hundreds of people like her 
all over the country. If there weren't, the 
spiritualistic mediums would go out of 
existence." -

Nelson Lee was talking again. 
•· Umlosi 1s, as you have seen, a 1nan of 

_ trcn1endous '•strength," he said. ·' \Ve have 
reason to know that there is a force nt work 
in this house which, at p1·esent, is unnccount­
able. \Ve have not fathomed the mystery ot 
how the drawi11g-roo1n door wns burst_ down 
---as though by so1ne ton weight. Then there 
is that incident of the log bo.x. U1nlosi pos­
sesses the strength of iuauy men, and if, by 
chance, he should come into contact with -
this unknown force, there can be little doubt 
of the result." 

"Your negro friend will be crushed," said 
Lady Bowers simply. 

"'No; I think otherwise," replied Lee. 
"I pray there will be no such encounter," 

said her ladyship fer\"cntly. "Even you, l\ir. 
Lee, cannot speuk with any degree ol 
certainty. You refer to a · force,' and that 
indicates to inc that you . nrc half-prepared to 
believe in some occult phenori1ena.'1 

"Oh, no!" said Lee quickly. {I I used the 
tenu because I do not kuow what this danger 
is. But I mean to find out." 

T I-IE Christmas spirit returned in cnrncst 
that evening. 

The girls revelled in the preparation 
. of dinner; they vied with one nuother 

to n1ake the dinner n °huge success. 'fhe boys 
wanted to_ help. but they were not. allowed 
within twenty yards of the kitchen. 'fhey 
were ·• shooed ,, away unceremoniously, and 
steruly told to 1niud thcii··· own business. 

Thcv were not even allowed to· set the 
tab1e, and they contented the1nselves with 
listening to the big wireless, and to patrolling 

the upper corridors, with Nelson l...ce and 
J)orrie and Umlosi. A 1·egular plan of 
defence was ,napped out fo1· the night. 
Nelson Lee wa~ l>usy with additious to the 
lights1 and he 5pent a good while, too, 1n tho 
big d1ning-roo1n. But he could arr1v~ nt no 
explanation of the "floating " silver. 

"Sornehow, Dorrie. J don't tlunk any of 
those rnanifestauous will take place this 
evening," he said with son1e regret. "I only 

. h h I I ,, WIS t cy WOUJC • 
"Why· are you ~o sure?" 
'' Because such tricks are co111parau,•ely easy 

to determine:" replied Lee. ·• On that other 
occnsion there were only these boys and ~1rl.:i 
ns the guests-and Lady Bowe1·s, who 1s a 
believer. The servants did uot count-they 
could be rehecl upon to bolt. Perhaps they 
were bribed to bolt-that's oue of the points 
we shall have to discover later. I can tell 
you that I am very suspicious about the 
servnnt6. It was strange thut they should 
leave in a body as they did.,, 
· "You think the • ghost,· then. \,·ill wait 
until tho 1niddle of the night, or somethin' 
like that?" asked his l01·dship. . "He'll wait 
until evcrythin' is quiet and dark?" 

"There'll be no darkness, af I can help it;" 
rep]ied Lee. "I ouly wish I could get hold 
of some definite line of inquiry." 

"Weir, it's not like you to be baHled," said 
Dor1ie with n grin. "I '11 bet you'll soon get 
on the tl'ack." 

Dinner was n tritunph. 
The girls excelled themselves. Lady 

Bowers was not oniy surprised. but delighted. 
The soup was delicious, the fish was cooked 
to perfection. The· turkeys we1·e hot, and the 
vegetables were pl'cpared by expert hands. 
rhe meal, in ,;hort, was a trn1n1ph. 

"\Vell, i-ealJy, I shan't be at all anxious to 
get my staff back." luughed Lady Bowers. 
" You dear girls· are proving yourseh·cs to be 
of great help.· I a1n only sol'l-y that any 
guests of n1ine should be called upon· to 
pcrforrn such work. I tremble when I think 
of the ,,·ashing-u~ to be done, and the 
sweeping, and-' 

.. Please don't worry at nil, Lady Bowell;," 
suid Irene bl'ightly. "\Ve girls arc revelling 
in it all. It's· so different. Besides, it keeps 
us busy-and we can't think so inuch." 

"We boys nre going to be busy,-too," said 
Handforth stubbornly. '' You wouldn't let us 
help with the cooking, but W<''re jolly well 
goin_g to help with the washing-up!" 

"Rather!'' chorused the others. 
Fatty Little was. pe1·haps. the most dis­

consolate of al1-aithough he was feeling 
iuuch better after the meal. He had 
nppointecl himself chef-in-chief, but he had 
been ruthlessly dethroned by the _girls. And 
he had to adrnit-nlthough he did so 
grudgingl_v-t hnt he coul 1 not ha,·e done 
better hin1sclf. 

C1ca rin'g ~tway · nnd wnshing~uri was great 
fun. There never had been a Christmas quite 
1ike this! And afterwards. in the drawin~­
roon1, n1c1-ry gamP~ w~1·e plnyed. nnd La<Jy 
Bowers not only watched, but joined in. 
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And while the young people enjoyed then1-
selves, Nelson Lee und Dorrie and Umlos1 
JJatrolkd tho lan<ling, the hall, nnd the 
corridors. 

As Nel~on Lee said, if there were rcnl 
ghosts in this house, the;y \\'Oniel take no 
uoticc of thrc•e &trong n1en. But if there 
were trickster~. it was any odds that th{\tC 
wou)d be no manifestations. 

Ile ,vas right, for the 1011g winte1·'s even­
ing pa~ed without n siugle uncanny 
hnppcuing. 

}1'orest House, in fact, \Yas n place• of light 
nud war1nth a11cl laughter and gaiety. 'l'ho 
long winter's eveuiug passed joyously, and 
every 1nember of the pal'ty felt glad that ho 
or she had rernaiuecJ. Seldon1, indeed, had 
the boys nnd girls enjoyed simple Christmas 
gnmcs with such gusto. 

Perhaps it was because of the :, µ-hostly •· 
atmosphe1·e they were combating. '1-,hey felt 
it ,vns up to then1 to n1ake n1ei-ry ns hard 
as tliey possiblv could. And the merrier they 
1nade, the less chance for the "spirit.s " to 
start nny of their monkey tricks. 

Nobody voiced these. opinion~. but they 
were more or less underst8od. 

Lady Bowers her~clf had intended to retire. 
c1uite early; but the gaiety of the party so 
got into her - blood that it was past· ten 
o'clock before she left · the youngsters to the 
dnncing, after bidding them n wann "good-

·--1.. ., n t ~•-ut.. . 
.. I want you to sleep well, Lady Bowers," 

said Nc.-lson Lee; ns they met on the landing. 
"Don't worry about your guests. Please 
retire to your room, and be satisfied that 
nobody will come to any .harm. If -you would 
like two of the girls to bear you company, as 
f hev did last night-" M-

. ,:·No, no. of course not!" interrupted her 
Jaclyship with n smiJ(•. "~ was an in\·~1lid last 
night, Mr. Lee. I did not really need them 
then. but they wen• so kind that. I hadn't 
the heart to send tJw1n away. To-night I 
w~uld 1nuch prefer to be alone.'' 

Bnt h:H·ing reached the ,rri\"ncy of lier bc~d­
roo1n, she snt for s01nc tune in n big easy­
chair before the fire prior to undressing. She 
was thoughtful. · 

In fact, she was hl'ginning to hn,·c n vague 
suspicion that Nelson Leo was right. Her 
eyes were being opened. \Vas it possible 
that Professor Ivan Ncrki was nothing but 
q cheap fraud rand au i1npostor? The thought 
rather startled- thP good Indy. She had 
phtC'Pd such faith in him. 

Thinking in this way, n clrowsineS$ oYer­
came Aunt Eu~tacin. Site was feeling 
wonclcrfullv co1nforted to-night; nncl she 
could. not ·conceal from herself that it wns 
Nelson Lee's pre:,cncc which so affected 
her. She felt that the great dctcctiYo 
was a tow0r of strength. She trusted 
hitn: she beJic,;cd in him, n lthough she 
tol~l _herself that she was opposed to,his own 
op1n1ons. 

Nerki ,vns lo5in~ his gl'ip. 1-Iis "disciple ,, 
, .. ·as thinking for hcrseJf now. 

Suddenly Lndy Bow<:'rs started nnd opC'nccl 
her eyes. She hacl heard nothing, but ~he 

faneied that there was a dranght coming 
from the doo1·. She Jooked 1"0und quickly. 

"Oh!" she exclaimed. 
llor the roon1 wus Jll darkness! She ·hnd 

left a shaded light glowiug, and the fire, too, 
had been quite bright. But now the lighi 
was out-nnd the fire, for son1e extrao1·dinary 
reason, although a big fire, was sending forth 
no glow. It looked dc~ul. 

And even ns Lady Bowers gnz~d into the 
fireplace, the fire itself awoke to life again, 
the ruddy glow increasing as she watched and 
tho fln1nes licking np comfortingly. 

"How strange l" 1nurmured her ladyship. 
. "'fhc wnys of the unknown nre always 

etrange," said a quiet, whispering Yoice. 
A11nt En~tacia started round; she was not 

fi;ightened, but she was bewildered. Stand­
ing in the centre of the room, clearly 
illuminated bv the glow of the fire, \\·as 
Protessor I va1i Nerki. 

"Professor! How did you get into my hed­
roo1n ?" asked her Jndyship, too surprised to 
be nnnoyed. .. I do not think I cnn forgive 
you for this intrusion. It is an unwarrantabll3 
action--" 

"The dangers of this house are such that 
I nm justified ia being here," said Ncrki 
i1npressiveJy. "But let me tell you, Lady 
Bowers, that I am not Nerki in the flesh. 1 
am tho astral 1>hantasn1 of the great 111ystic. 
It wns his will that I should appear before 
you, for he has a ,\·arning to give you." 

"You are not-Nerki ?" asked· _her lady­
ship, with a little catch in her voice. 

"N erki remains at home-for there is no 
admittance to this homm for a material body," 
explained the apparition. "Lady Bower~, 
there is a hideous peril overhanging the. 
foolis_h young people who n1akc n1crry 
belo,v ." 

And then Lach· Bowers remembered. She 
had locked her .. cloor-on the inside. Thi~ 
thing< then, could not be hunrnn. But it 
startled her to reaii~n that the apparation of 
Ne1·ki conlcl appear before her nt any hour 
of the day or night_. w here\·l'r she happened 
to be. 

"Let rnc turn on the light." she sni,1 
snddeuh·. "I do not lik~ this gloon1, 
profC's.sor.,, 

. The figure 1noved nearer to the fireplace. 
"Light is not necessary," came Nei·ki~s 

voice .. "Li~ten to me, Lady Bowers. All in 
this house, except you, nre unbelievers. They 
nre in clanger. Even I, with all my sccret!'i 
of sorcery, cannot p1"0tect them. Send the?n 
nway,. and the haunting will come to an end. 
You will be secure, and your life shaH be 
tranquil nnd pencefu1. Let these people 
remain, and I cannot be nnswerab]o fo1· 1 

consequences." 
"The consequences-to me ?,,· · 
"No, to your guests," snid the figure. "For 

they are your ~uests, Lady Bowers, and you 
are responsible for them while they are under 
your roof. They are foolish-they a1·c 
irresponsible. En:\n the n1an Lee nnd his 
adult compnnions ar<' eqna11y irresponsible. 
The,· dahble in something they know nothing­
of. .. They plny with fire-with death. 



Tn-11i! ... d1L 11nl(•~s ,ill thl'<C unh.-.liL'YCl':3 ~·o, one Tlic room, except ror l1crself, \\'~s empty. 
of ihP-111 ·\rill lie kilJ,,rl._., ·• Can l h;1nJ bl'en drearn11Jg; '! •i 1nur111:;1·,,:t 

'' ?\n, 110 !" cxc_·bin1ed Lady Do"·crs in hC'r lady~hip, pale to the lips. ..Oh, l h:1\·•J 

hnl'ror. "That cannot be irt1e !'' never had -;uch an expcne11cc a;; llus !" 
"I a1n r,cnuittcd to ~cc-aifd I know that Slie went to t.he door, and 6he found it 

ihc eh)1ne11tal which haunts this house is loeked-ju:-,;t a.~ she had left it. An<l a quic:-: 
angry," went 011 Nerki. "Let these gue8ts search of the roo1n, sati~fiecl her that no li,·i11~ 
g-o at once, \\'ithin the hour, nnd all will be thiug was within. And 110w she ·co11ld no~ 
well. Let thc1n re1nain, and oue of thein will tell wh~t.hcr ~he had <lreained, or whethel' th,J 
he kilJed-aud killed horribly. It 1nay be a thing~ had attually happened. 
hoy, it nrny be a girl. He or she '~:ill be - A~:tatcd, she 11nlock~d the door, and W'?r:t 
~c•ized by the cle1nental and-reinove,1. · 011t into the bright corrido1·. As it happeucd, 

·• I{e1110,·cd ?" whi:-ipercd Lady Bowers. ~ elsou Lee was within Bight, and he turned 
'· Spirited away-taken bodily to tho astral quickly, as ho heard the door open. 

1,lano an<l there dealt with by the evil "Is s01nething wrong, Lady Bowers?" h,) 
fpirit~,,, said Ncrki i111pressively. "Your asked, hurrying up, as he saw tlie pa!lo1· in 
gncst will vanish, never to be seen or heard her face. 
of again. This, Lady Bowers, I am warning She told him-she told him fiercely, brcaU1• 
you of. Take heed! Send these foolish lcssly. 
people away." "You must go, 1\.Ir. Lee-cveryl)ody !" s.he 

Tho voice throbbed as the words "~ere insisted. "\Ve cannot dare to disobey this 
,.;:poken, and, suddenly. the fire burned low warning. If anything 6hou)d happen to one 
again. It. seen1ed to Lady Bowers that the of those boys or girls, I should die. \'"e can~t 
figure was dwindling away it1 front of. her take the risk J" 
f'_yes-evaporating-ped1aps it was an effect "l\fay I look into ;yonr bed-roon1 ?" asb:d 
hrought about by the strange dying of tho Lee bluntly. 
fire. "Yes, yes, but-·-" 

"Ncrki ! " cxclain1c<l her ladyship qulckly. I-Ie did not Jet her finish. Ile strode in. 
'· \Vherc arc you?" · and for· sq1i~e tin1e he was bu~y cx·a111ini11 r; 
. There was no reply. She started to her the walls, the flooring, the wiiidows and thn 
feet, intending to go across to the light fire. · . · . 
switch, but even as she was doing so, tho '' Oh l\11• I r.e· ti · · cl ,,, c: ... I J I , • • ! __.~ , HS 1S U:, css . ...c.d( ... ac J 
1 ight itself ca1ne on, aud when_: she looked Dowc'r5. ·" Surely you nutst be convinced-
at the fire, it was ;burning nor1na1ly. now?" 

. . 
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Lee got up from the· fireplace. 
"I nm con\·inccd that this fire was affected 

by sorne chemical," ho rcplil'd grimly. 
'· l.hosts don't use ch0micals, Lady Bowers. 
The ont'y point which puzzles me is how 
Nerki -entered, and how he escaped-and yet 
that can be easily explained, 1 think," no 
added suddenly. ·" \\'hut a fool I was to 
~ fall ' -for such n sin1ple de\'·ice." 

"But-but I don't understand you, Mr. 
Lee," said her ladyship, in wonder. 

''Ten minutes ago a strange- crackling, 
sounded frorn tho rear of t.he hou.se," ex­
plained _Lc_e, his eyes bt1rning. '' J'ortunatcly. 
the bovs nnu girl~ heard nothing, and they 
did not come out. Lord Dorrimore ·and 
·umlos1 and I ran to the back of the house, 
and \\·o found n good deal of disorder in the 
kit.('hen. Sonic crockery had been broken, 
and manv article's disturbed. 11 

"But surely this pro,:es ·the p1·esence of a 
dangerous e\·il sr,irt 1'' asked Lac.Jy llowers. 

"it pro\·c2- 0110 thing-that conunotion was 
caused so that wo ehonld be a'ttracted to 
the doiucstic quarters," replied Lee. "Mean­
while, Nerki hacl the hall and the upper cor­
l'idors quite to hunself. lie took a big chanct~ 
-but lie 8U<:tec-decl." 

"I don't be!ic\·o it,,, said Lady · Bowers. 
"You are c1uite wrong, ~Ir. Lee. It wa, 
not Nerki who can1c to rne, but his discrn­
bodied spirit. I ask you, I beg of you, to 
Jcave this house, and to take the l>oy~ and 
girls with you." 

"And at tho risk of offending you, Lady 
Bowers, I must refuse," said Lee, almo~ii 
roughly. '' It woul<l be a terrible adrniss,on 
of .defeat-of failure. No! \Vt:, stay." 

And never had the fa1nous detectl\·e been 
more determined. 

CHAPTER 7. 
In the First Watch. 

N ELSO~ LEE regarded this audacious 
entry of Professor !\terki as a counter­
chaUenge. At great risk-for he must 
have realised that he stood a ten-to-one 

chance of being surprised-Ne1·ki had gone 
to udy Bowers' room. Ile knew that she 
l\·as t.he one he could influence-the one he 
could convince. 

He had sncceedecl. . Lady Bowers wa! 
alrnost in a panie, and would have cleared 
evc-rt1body out of the house, leaving herself 
nk•n;. But Nel~on Lee was not "falling '' 
for that play. 

"I believe I've offended her la_dyship," 
said the detec~i,·c. as he told Lord Dorrirnoro 
and lJ1nlosi all about it. "Bnt it cannot be 
helped. Again 5he had practically ordered us 
out of the honsc-bnt we are stnying. .lfor 
her own sake ,..,·e are staying." 

"I don't like that bit about one of the 
youngsters bein' killed," said Dorrie, 
troubled. "Looks as if Nerki means business." 

Lee nlmost laughed. 
"I am rapidl.v ... coming to the conclusion 

that Profes..~r Ncrki is an exC'eedingly clever 
conjurer-a fake wonder worker," ho said. 

'' Lady Bowers is rich, . and he has his eyo 
on her bank account. People of his k111d aro 
tricky enough, Dorrie, and their words are 
sornetimes terrifying. But they don't tako 
people's lives. That was Just one of lus 
dodges to scnro her ladyship." 

'' Yes, I suppose you're right,'' admitted 
Dorrie. "He'd draw the line at murder, 
wouldn't he?" , 

"1\fy dear mnn, the very thought is fan­
tastic," said Lee impatiently. .. The·· only 
person in this house-who is in real danger 
is-Lady Bowers. Not physical danger, n:ia1·k 
you. If Nerki had meant to ·have anybody,. 
he could have done so long ago. Lady 
Bowers -hct·se1f was only injured bY. · accidei-it .. 
Nerki's plan is to scare-to terrify. There 
is penal servitude awai~ing him if he deliber­
ately causes bodily . injury to any . of his 
victims. I-le knows that-and that's why he's 
careful." 

"But surely this blighter can't be workin' 
this whole stunt alone?" asked Dorrie. 

"I don_'t know,'' replied Lee. "l hardly 
think so. Well, we\·c got t-9 be very 1nuch 
on the alert to-night, old n1an. l'1n glad 
that you and Un1losi a1·e here. If auythu1g 
happens, we shall be ready." 

Not a word was ~aid to the young g~1csts. 
They knew nothing of Nerki's n1yst_crious 
visit-or of the strange happenings in th•J 
domestic quarters. They beljeved that there 
had been no further manifestations this C',en• 
ing. And so, when bedtime came, they were 
feeling moro or less conlident: 

"E\'erything's all right to-night, !\1r. Lee," 
said Irene happily as sho bid the dete~tive 
good-night. "I think we can sleep quite 
peacefully, don't you?" . 

'.' I want you to go to bed-. rea1ly t9 bed," 
said Nelson Lee. "It's 110 good you girls 
ren1aining fully ·dressed, and taking dozes in 
chairs. Get completely undressed, a.nd tuck 
yourself in between the sheets. You can 
rely upon us to deal with any spook that 
comes along." · 

The girls laughingly promised to obey this 
injllnction. But when they got into their 
own bed-roon1s, son1e of them changed their 
minds. 

"It's all very · well for Mr. Lee to be so. 
jolly certain," said Doris. "But supposing 
something does happen·? I vote we kC'ei) 
onr things on-and sleep under the cider- ,, 
downs. Then we shall be ready for an e1ner­
gency. ,, 

"It seems silly," said Irene dubiously. 
"After ull, it doe.:-n't take long to dress, docs 
it?" 
·" Detter be on the safe side," advised 

Dori~. . 
The truth was, none of them were feeling 

quite so confident now. Bedti1nc, somehow, 
revived t.hat nervous tension of the p1·evious 
night.. It affected the boys just the sa1no. 
Very few of them got undressed, and into 
bed. 

The bed-room which had been "hnunted " 
the previous night was now locked.. Leo hacl 
thoroughly examined it, but he hnd di3-
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eo,·erc<l nothing to account for the extra- He Jeapt-and it seen1eu to hiin thnt tJ1e 
Ol'<linary rocking of tho bed. shape leapt, too. The next 11101nent Uinlosi 

By midnight all was quiet. Son1e of the felt hhnseif grappling with something-son1e­
hoys, particularly Nipper and Handforth, had thing huge, son1ething incredibly bulky. 
begged to be allowed to keep watch. 1=3ut The next n1oment a terrific struggle was 
Lee refused-and his refusal was final. taking place, and the mighty Kutana, £or all 

"It's no good, young 'uns," he had said. his enormous strength, tound hi1nscJf picked 
"That's the very thing the ene1ny would like. np like a feather, and the g1ip upon hi1n wns 
If there is any· way of springing a big sur- unbelievable. · . 
prise, the enemy would spr111g it on some '"'N'Kose, iny master!" shouted· U1n]osi. 
of yQu boys. So I want I~U to keep in your ",v au! \Vhat 1nonstrous, eviJ spirit is this? 
bed-1·ooms. Dorrie and UmJosi and I wiH No man living could have handled me-'' 
patrol • the cor1idors-and we shall be ready He heard shouts; he was · picked up again, 
for any emergency. To-night wc'1·e not going and eYen as Nelson Lee and Lord Dorri1nore 

.. to p1ay into tho enemy's hands." ran up, Umlos1 wns pitched thi-ough the air 
The time ~lipped by peacefully. l\.fidnight with awful ,;iolcnce. He crashed to the floor 

, , ca1ne and went. Nothing happened. The with a !orce whi<:h shook the house. · H,, 
old house remained quiet, undisturbed. It landed, in fa~t, right at the feet of Ncls!)U 

.. was as Lee had expected. The bright tights, _Lee and Don"le, and tbey stu1nbled O\·er hin1 

. and the steady patrolling of the three deter- before they could st~p tht!mselve~.. They, too, 
1nined men rendered any kind of "manifesta• fell,, and the ele~tr1c-torch was Jerked fro1u 
tion" difficult. Nelson Lee wondered in Lees hand, and 1t went out. 
fact, how Ncrld could stage any stunt' to- "What, in Heaven's na1ne, is happeniug 
night. here ? " gasped Dorrie in the darkness . 

. Yet, after what Nerki had s_aid to Lady Leo _was on his feet now. He regained 
': Rowers, Lee had a shrewd idea that some- possession oi the torch, but the bulb was 
; ) 1 hing would happen. broken-the filament shattered. 

It did. ·Just after one o'clock bad solemnly .. U1nlosi 1" shouted Lee urgently. 
boomed. · A groan answered him ; and then can1e 

N~lson Lee and Dorrie had met on the Nipper and Handforth and many ot tho 
landing to con1pare notes. They were wait• others, and they brought electric torches with 
ing for Umlosi, expecting him to appear from them. Behind crowded the girls-and they 
the other n1ain co1·ridor at. any moment. wero glad ~at, they had rc1nained fufJy 

'' Nothin' to report, old nian," said Dorrie. dres~ed, for they felt that they would be 
'' Qnly the usual crcakin's and rummy noises required, at any n1oment, to flee the 

. of an old country house. ~un~y_ how they pr~mises. . ,, 
u scen1 ~o be exaggerated at night, 1Sn't it?" ~e gods and httlc fishes! ejaculated 

"Did .0 l . ·ti · • . 1 9 ,, Dorrie, aghast. 
0: . . • . ~ n 1enr anJ ung in parhcu ar' The lights had revealed lJn1losi · nnd the 

<t sk ed Lee· · . ht K t 1 · ' l . b k ·· Onl .. a s r f k" . . m1g y _u ana was . spraw 1ng on us . ac. , 
Y O t O <:rca tng ~iom SOil!ewheie blood oozing Jron1 his inouth where his hp 

f. clown the back stairs." rephed Dorrie. "I ] . d b And . , · · d · 
. listened for a bit, but I don't think it was ia een cut. - ~n . cxa1n~nat1on cause 

·•n"'"·thi·n•· Old stai·rs 11 . f k' , Nelson Lee to look v.ondcringly at Lord 
, J • a\e a way o crea 1n D .· l:J l ·, l Id d h" by themselves If l . . ., h I'd ori1more. n1 0s1 s s 1ou ers, an 1s arn1s, 

. · "cie ~ nervous c ap, were smothered with teri-ible bruise~ He 
h·1ve sworn that " ... ~" · -;- . . . had been in the grip of s01nething so stron~ 

Ilalio! ,vhat s. wrong ,~1t-h the hghts 1n that even ho had been unable to defend 
that other corridor?" 1ntern1pted Lee himse1f. · 
a hrnptly. . . ...4nd, for the first tin1e, Lord Dorrilnore 

Ile hnd_ n~hced, . for the first tune, that felt-and looked-uncertain. 
the electric lights 1n the farther corridor-
1 he one ,vhich Umlosi was patrolling-were 
out. They could not have been out for more 
than a fe,v seconds. Then suddenly a strange 
eo1ninotion began. Ominous thumps sounded, 
and the very floor on which Lee and Dorrie 
stood seemed to shake. With one accord 
1 hcv n1oved into that black corridor, and 
LPe's hand was on his electric-torch. 

lTn1losi, at the further end of the corridor, 
had been surptised nt the sudden extinguish­
ing of the lights. Moving forward towards 
the landing, he suddenly ha1ted. For it 
scen1ed t.o him that a great shape barred his 
way. The reflection of tho light from the 
landing clearly can1e to. him-and this thing 
was in between. But it ,vo.s "\°ngue, indistinct, 
n1y~terious. 

'' Wau 1 \v710 art thou?" <lemanded Umlosi 
on1inously, as he advnuced. "Speak, or thou 
wilt feel the strength of n1y great arms l" 

"This is ugly, Lee," he 111uttcrcd. '' I'\-e 
never met a man yet who could stand up to 
Uinlosi. An' look at hiin ! What horrible 
thing could have done this? Glory be! I've 
never believed in ghosts, but-" 

"Don't believe in thein now!" interrupted 
Nelson Lee softly. "I don't know how 
Uinlosi can1e by these injuries, but I a1n 
certain that he was attacked by s01nething -
1natcria1. Look here." 

He ran down the passage, and hia torch­
li~ht revealed t.he torn ends of an electiio 
wire. He had fixed that wire up himself, 
and here was an explanation of the corridor's 
darkness. 

"It's a wonder the £ use didn't go," said 
Lee. '' Ghosts don't· tear electric wires in 
half, Dorrie." 
... Guv'nor !" ::;ang out Nipper.. "U111losi is 

coming round." 
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And when Uznlosi sat up his eyes were 
full of fear-and Lee had ueYer seen fear in 
· those eyes bcf ore. 

"Wau ! · 'Twns an evil spirit, Umtagati !" 
in uttered the l(utana chief. "I, who am 
afraid of no man, am afraid now. The thlng 
,d1ich attacked me was not of this world, but 
of another." 

It was such a phcnon1enon to sco Umlo.s1 
scared that - everybody watched 1n 
astonishment. 

"What did you sec?" asked Lee. 
"That I carniot say, Un1tagati," 1·eplicd 

U mlosi. "'Twas a mere shape-and yet 
shapeless. And when it seized me, its grip 
was like that of a forest gorilla. Yet it was 
no gorilla, for it was clothed, and its hands 
were smooth." 

"Clothed?" brok~ in IJee sharply. 
"That's son1ething, anyhow 1 You are sure, 
Umlosi ?" · 

But when Umlosi was r1ucstioncd further, 
his recollection of the encounter was vague, 

• 

· 1anding-nncl then a start.ling di::covcry v.·as 
made. 

"Where's Irene?'' nsked Doris in nlarn1. 
" Rl\nie ! ', 

OthPrs t.ook up tho cr:r, but Irene ~1anners 
was not there-neither did she reply. · 

., She w~s here n 1ninute ago!" said Doris. 
"She _hadn't Hny shoes on, and she said 
.sometlung about running back to the bed• 
room-'"' ' 

" L~t ri1e pass ! " broke in Lee 1·oughl~·. 
lie raced down the corridor. He nrri\·ed 

nt tho bed-room which Irene ~{anners had 
been Hf-ling. Unceremoniously he bun~t in. 
1.'he girl was not there, nncl when he called 
he recei \·ed no reply. 

'' Her shoes have gone!" cried Doris, who 
had run irl with .Mul'jorie nfter the detective. 
"So 8he ca1no here and got the1n, and she 
must ha,·e been coming back-" 

"It was foolish for her to go off like that 
aione !" said Lee almost angrily. "The very 
thing that I ha\·e been trying to avoid has 
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A GREAT THRILLER •••• READ IT IN NEXT WEEK'S ISSUE! 
-~·~»-~~--ltliWflSMl'tll'll--»SS*MM»»,_..~,-8).l 

unsatiEfactory. He could give no straight­
forward account of what had taken place. He 
had attacked the 1nysterious thing confidently 
-only to find that ho was the weaker of the 
two. It had all happened within a few 
seconds. He had been literally swept off his 
feet, battered about, and treated as though 
he were a mere wP-akling, and the experience 
had robbed the great Umlosi of all his con­
fidence. He renlly believed thnt he had been 
attacked by a ghost. 

"Well, we haven't got any further, it 
seems," said Lee with regret. ,~ It · is a 
thousand pities that you aud I, Dorrie, did 
not get a glimpse of Umlosi's assailant. I 
can 1t i1nagine how it got into this corridor ,, 

He broke off. for suddenly, from some dis­
tanco, sounded n screa1n. 

"\Vhat was that?,, came IIandforth's in­
qniry. "It sounded like one of the girls-'' 

"I-lush!" warned Lee. 
But the sound was not repeated. There 

was a general move towards the well-lighted 

happened. One of you youngsters went off 
nlonc-ancl that was the \'ery thing the enemy 
was waiting for." 

And Nelson Lee remembered Nerki's warn­
ing to Ladf Bowers. One of the ·guests 
would be seized-and spirited away I In spite 
of oil the precautions, Irene Manners was 
the victim. She had gone ! 

And although a search was instituted n t 
once, and the whole house was searched from 
top to bottom, the girl could not be found. 

She had gone-vanished as though into 
thin nir. · 

They even got lanterns, ,vent outside into 
the sno,v, and searched in the groundst but 
it was useless. In some extraordinary way 
the girl had been seized and carried off. 

Nelson Lee was in n dangerous mood now 
-and alJ those other ~guests of Forest House 
were really scared. Handforth, indeed, was 
frantic-for Irene was his particular chum. 

It was a grim, exciting Christmas, indeed! 
And the greatest excitement of all was yet to 
come! 

THE END, 
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CO.CK 
I 

THE 
ALKl 

Edward Oswald Randforth, the ne"! shipper of the Remove, is on the warpath. 
He has just been the victim of a plot by Reggie Pitt & Co., to force him to resign 
the captaincy-a plot which has nearly succeeded. And now he hands out 

vengeance in the shape of ~ck . ears and black eyes ! • 

The Iron Rule! '' y E~, I think we can safely leave t11c 
re~t to Ted!" sn1ilcd Irene ::\fanncrs. 
"if you'll con1e over to tea to-
111orrow, ,ve can introducn you to 

Dora. in the right way. Good-night t" 
"Good-night!" said Ifandfonh. •' By 

George, you're all bricks 1" 
They went ottt, laughing merrily, . and 

Ilandforth turned to his churns, the light· ·of 
battle blazing in his eye·s 1nore fiercely than 

"Resign, eh?" he said cJang.crousJy. 
'· \Ve'll see!" 

Church and i\IcClure had forgotten their 
desire to see their leader deposed. The reve­
lation of the plot had bound the1n to him 
n1ore tight.ly, and they were glad to sec 
hin1 so robust again. 

"Let the beggars catch it hot-, llan<ly ! " 
unrcd Church. ,~ 

'· 8how 'cm who's top dog!" ~aid :\IcCh11·e 
:i 11 °-rih·. . --., --· 

1Jandforih grinne<l with fier<'0. nntif'ipation. 
Hrin going- to enjoy this!" he said, in a 

low Yoice. ··I don't need 111cdicinc-l don't 

need a ro~t ! I\-°' a good n1incl to spank 
a few of 'e1n ! Exercise is the only thing· 
I want, by Geon~c ! And 1'111 going to ge1i 
plenty of it during the ncAt five minute?~, 
or n1y narne isn't Handforth ! ,, 

lie n1ado for the Co1nn1on-roon1 wit11 
01ninon;,, purpose£ ul strides. 

"HE'S a long ti1nc con1ing," ~ai,.l 
. · Reggie Pitt anxiously. 

"It's all right, we know llandy/' 
grinned Jack Grey. "Pcrhap#3 

Church and )IcClure have had to prop hin1 
up to take a re.-.t. \Vhen 1-lan<ly thinks he's 
ill, he <loes it thoroughly. :\Iind o\·(•r 
1natter !" 

But Reggie was looking wo1·ried. 
,: You're sure ho was coining?" he a.:J~ed, 

tu1·ning to Owen 1najo1'. 
., Certain,:' said Owen n1ajor. "II11 ,,·::_q 

crawling down the pa5sag-e like an olrl crock 
of ninety. I expect he's pau~cd to hn. Ye a 
breath of fresh air--" 

"Look ont r' llllll'Illlll'e<l FuJlwood. •. Fo0~~ 
~t.--111') ! Don't forget to Jook cor1·ectly gra,·,_• . 
\Ye can tlo all the langhin~ afterwarJ~. :, 

.And the Ren1ovc grinne(J, and waited. 
The door broke oncn "·ith a terrific cr::..'3h. 
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Tho patient entered-not crawling, but after 
the fashion of a t.01·nac.Jo. . It wns not the 
,vcak, haggard Handy of ten minutes ago, 
but the aggressive Edward Oswald H~nd• 
forth of old. 

"You spoofing rotter!" he roared, in a 
voice like thunder. 

"Great s·cott !" 

"Prornisc l·ou won•t laiih out n~min," &'lid 
Fullwood. .. 

"I won't!" 
"All right-wl•'ll sit on your he-ad until 

you do!'' . 
"Hear, hear!,, 
"Over with him!" 

"Ho's 1~ocovered !" 
"Oh, my goodness ! '~ 

Hapdfort.h, realising t.hat he had no chance 
ngainst EO many, suddenly changed his n1ind. 

_ . . . After al1, ho had done n lot of damage, nnd 
"Alas I" sighed Reggie Pitt. 

work for nothing!" He took a 
"\Vho's done t-his dirty work? 

"All my his knuckles were aching-. And he had showu 
deep breath. them that he was in dendly earnest. 

'\Vho's be• · "All -right!" he snapped. •• I promise!" 
He was re1eased, and he looked round the 

room · grimly. The juniorB were pick1ug 
trayed us ? " _ 

"He's as bad na ever!" 
'' Look : oiit, there!,; , 
"SteadJ·, HanC:)y, .. you nss ! " . 
Bu~ the capt~in ·_of the llen10\·e had no 

intention of ·being . steady. J].e had paused 
for one moment only, and then he had sniled 
irito the Remov·e with tho force and de\·astat~ 
ing effect of a. ~yclono. . 

Crash I "Biff ! Crash ! 
-Those fellows who-. could not dodge out of 

the \\·ay went down. "like ninepins. Hand• 
forth wasn't arguing. He wasn't asking any 
questions. He was· simply intent upon smash­
ing 'the Itemovo to sn1ithereens-and Jetting 
the RemC)\'8 sec, once ancl for all, thnt he 
,,~as· the supreme chief. 

f' Hold him!" 
"Grab the silly fathead!" 
But Handforth wasn't easy to grab. It 

the Remove had attempted to- squash hiln, it 
could have done _so with comparative eas·e, 
but none of the fellows were exactly anxious 
to slaughter him on the spot. He ,vouldn't 
be inclined to resign if they set upon him in 

· that fashion. 
In fact. he didn't look much like re.signing 

in any case! 
The Remo\'O was dismayed. Something 

had happened. · They didn't know what, but 
the cat was out of the bag, and the elaborate 
jape Had failed. And Handforth, instead 
of being weak and frail, was more aggressive 
than ever. It was a drendful shock to the 
plotters. -

And they had been so certain,. too. After 
Reggie Pitt's· good work, it was pretty hard 
lines. 

"I'll show you!" roared IIandforth, ns he 
]ashed out right nnd left. "So you'd show 
fight, would you, Thomas Burton? Take 
that, you son of n windjammer! I'll show 
you who's boss of the Remove!,, 

"Hold on, Handy!" gasped Pitt. "Quick, 
you chaps-hold him! If thi9 _goes on, we 
shall have n dozen p1·efects here, and the 
whole Form will be gn ted ! \Ve can't Jet 
this row develop!" 

Pitt, Fullwood, Russell, De Valerie, and a 
number of others hauled Handforth back 
by sheer force and held him helpless. And 
this was the fel!ow who had been poisoned 
at tea-time. 

"Lemme go!" storn1ed Edward Oswald. 
~'You insubordinate ratters! I'm skipper, 
and I'm not going to be defied-" 

themselves up, dazed nnd dizzy. Ot-hers were 
..st.ill strewn -about. 

· "You ble.ssed trickster!" .said lland!orth, 
glaring nt Pitt. 

"Y cs, and I succeeded~ too!" grinned 
Pitt.. '' Who split on -us? What nn -nss I 
was not to· take you to the Vommon-room 
whilo you were in the i:ight humour, Handy! 
This is what comes of cowardice ! I wa:; 
afraid of meeting a master-and now ifs nil 
up!" 

"Of course it isn't!'' said Futlwood. 
"Handy has come here to resign!" 

"Yes 1 Rcsign-.. you dangerous rotter!., 
" Res1gu-rcsign ! " 

- "We want a Form skipper-not a human 
traction-engine!'' 

Handforth faced the shouting crowd with 
scorn. 

"You ti·ied to trick me into chucking up 
the captaincy, and you've failed!" he S-'lid 
curtly. "Well, I shall remember this I And 
I'm·· going to maintain my iron rule more 
strictly than ever! Res1gn. ch? By George-, 
I'll show you whet.her I'm going to resiga 
or not!" 

'' l~'s your duty!" said Fullwood hot.ly. 
"We'·ve failed, but that doesn't niter the 
fact that we're fed up with· you! . Yes, nll 
of us-feel up to the neck I And the sooner 
you know it, the better l Why can't you 
obey the unwritten Jaws of t.he school?" 

"What unwritten laws?" asked Handforth. 
"I've neve1· seen them 1" 

" How the dickens can you see them j f 
they're unw~·itten ?" demanded l•'ullwood, 
with a snort. "But rou know as well as I 
do that n Form captain is supposed to resign 
1£ he is bluntly told by a big majority that 
he isn't wanted. It's the only thing. ho can 
do." 

"\\ .. c'rc not talking nbout suppositions!" 
retorted l1andforth. '' This is an exception at 
case. You only elected me by n jape-and 
yon tried to make me resign Ly a jape! 
We11, I'm sticking in power! And the more 
you oppose me, t.ho more I'll make you sit 
up!" 

"But-but you obstinate fathead, look nt 
the harin you've clone already!" shouted 
Watson. "You've got the whole Form in a 
state of re,rolt and chaos--" 

"Good!" 
'' You'\"c clone nothing but mess up CYery. 

thing you'\'c touched-" 
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"Fine!" 
"You've 1na<lc 11s quar1·cl with the llh·er 

J Ionso chaps--" 
"Splendid!" 
"You-you rotter!" roared \Vntson. 

'· There's no end to your blunders! And all 
this within a few days! - \\'hat's going to 
happen if you're a1lowed to stick in power? 
Life isn't worth living!" 

"RClsign, Handy, · - you pig-headed 
.bounder!" . 

"Let's have some peace!" 
Ilandforth took no notice of these con­

t.inued shouts. He was feeling triumphant .. 
By the narrowest possible chance, he hnd 
&aved · hims~lf from being the laughing-stock 
of t,ho school. The fellows wouldn't dare 
to speak about their jape now, because they 
had failed. He-Handforth-was· the victor 
in this affair. And his determination to 
stick in the captaincy was stronger than it 
had ever been before. 

"I'n1 not · going to say 1nuch more," he 
said sternly: -·" Bttt I'm giving you fair 
warning. If I hear any inore treason, 1'!1 
ac:t !" 

"Treaso'1 ! " groaned De Valerie, in des­
pair. "He -still thinks he's a king!" 

" Yes, tre!lson ! " thundered Handforth. 
'' If I hear any more of it, I'll wipe up the 
floor with the rotter who utters it! I'm 
goa1g now, and you'd better not let me hear 
any noise from this room! If I do, I'll come 
back and turn you all into 1ninccn1eat !" 

I-le dre,v hin1self ·up, and n1arched out with 
dignity and triu1nph. And the Remove ,vas 
so utterly dished· that nobody· had the heart 
to do n1uch shouting. So Hnndforth's auto• 
cratic order was unconsciously obeyed. 

"'Vell, we're in just exactly the same spot 
• as we were," said J.i..,nJlwood do)efuJJy. 

"Arc we?" asked Reggie Pitt. u l\·e got 
·c1 ,, an 1 ea-

•. \Ve'vc had yo~ir i<leas ! " 
"Forget 'em, Reggie!" 
"I like that!" ·snorted Pitt indignantly. 

~. There ,vas nothing wrong with that schemo 
of mine, and I worked it well, too! But 
this is different! Somehow, I've got a feel­
iug in my bones that we shall be able to 
cast our fetters pretty soon. A little cJiplo-
1nacy-a little tact-and we'll ,vin !" 

llut Pitt wouldn't explain his new idea 
jrn;t yet. · -One thing was certain, howeter, 
E<l,vard Osli·ald Handforth was still captain; 
he was st-i11 the autocrat of the Rc1n0Ye ! 

The Business Man of the Remove. 

H AROLD DOYLE, of the Rc1nove, shot 
· through t}1e doorway like an ava-

lanche, crashed against the wall on 
tho other side of the passage, and 

subsided into a limp heap. The <loor 
s1an1med, and the human debris n1oaned. 

"Well, 1'1n blessed I" said Bob Christine, 
~t:aring. 

Bob Christine was a Fourt.h Former, an<l 
ho be]onge<l to the 1Iodcrn Honse. He had 

just con1e over to 11ave an interview with 
tho Junior ·captain, concerning his placo in 
the teain. 

Afternoon lessons were over, and th11 
Ancient Hou·so was fairly quiet, for 1nost of 
tho fellows were taking advantage of th,) 
waning· daylight. The October evenings wcro 
drawing in rather rapidly. . 

"Trouble?" asked Bob Christine, a~ 110 

assisted the dazed Rc111ovito to arise. "JI y 
hat! You'ro in a. bit of a.· n1~ss, Doy le!,, 

Doyle, of the West Hou:5c, swayed dizzi]y. 
"I've just seen the captain!" he 111ur­

n1urcd in a. drea111y \"'Oicc. 
"\Vhat ?" 
u 1\ bout n1y place in the eleven ! " s..'li 1J 

Dovlc thickly. 
Bob Christine started. 
•~ You've just seen Hane.Horth-about your 

placo in the eleven?" he r('pcated. "-i\nd 
is this what happens if you just go anJ ask 
hiin a simple question like tJ.,at ?0 

Doyle gradua1Jy re<'overed. He tend~rly 
rubbed his c-hin, felt his 10ft ear, nntl t.hen 
secured l_1is collar, ". hich ha<l sprung off its 
stud. 

"He'~ hopc1css!" h,1 said fiercely. "He·s 
worse than ever-and we're not going to 
stand hin1 ! rve alway~ played in, the eleven, 
haven't I? I've always been in the tean1, 
haven·t I? And now, · b~..tlu-so this-this 
raving 111aniac gets into power, I'n1 biffcd 
out!" 

"Yes," nodded Bob, "I noticed that." 
"I n1can biffed out of the tean1 t" roar•:d 

Doyle. "l\find you, I didn't argue with hi1n. 
I jtBt wanted to know what the idea We!$. 
And ,vhat do )·ou think he did ?" 

"\Vell, th~re' s not 1nuch gue&Swo1·k about 
it, is there?" said Bob soothingly. 

1
' ' ' He grabbed n1e by the -scruff of _ tlH~ 

neck, opened tho <loo1·, and biff ed 111e out! 
Not a word of cxplnt1ation-not a syllable of . f . t,, sah~ action~ 

"Tough luck : ,, said Chri:;tinc ~yn1 • 
pa theticnlly. 

"Is that chap a capt.uin, or i~ he a. prize­
fighter?'' roared Doyle. '· I can tel: :you, 
Christine, we're just sick of hin1 ! \Vc~\-tl 
had n1orc than we ean -stand! He~ B getting 
, .. ·orse, day after Jay-and there's no hope 
in sight 1'' 

"They say that Dick Hainilton 1night con1e 
hack thi~ wcck-~ooner than the fellows first 
thought," said Bob. '"There's nothing to 
worry about-!> 

"You're not in the Ren10\·c!'' interrupted 
Doyle bitterly. "You don't have to stand 
tho awf nl torture. \Ve thong ht we'd got rid 
of hin1 tho other day, hut he dish~d ll!,, the1 
bounder! He's still skip.p<'r, an<l he 111eans 
to carry on until the en<l of terin. \V c shnJl 
all be dead by then ! " 

"But 'Dick Han1ilton i~ your proper cap-
tain." · 

"Of courso 11c i~ :'~ :--norteJ Doyle. "Bnt 
,v hat the dickens uof•:-; IIan<lfort.h care? I-lo 
says he wa~ clec.:tc<l hy the ~"'orm, and he's 
got 11 r. Crowell'~ consent. an<l hc',s not going 
to resign for a Jozen Dick H:uuiltons ! .A.nd 
thaf s th'! worst of it-we can't eject hin1 
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fro1n the captaincy by force, we can't n1akc foundry t.ltnt. the i1partn1e~nt. wa.-. tl,0 ('.q,tain'5 
Lim resign by trickery, and we can't do Office, an<J that thPre was ~h'i{'t]~- No .Adruit­
anything ! Ho's n1aking our Ii Yes a n1iser,· ! '' tanco except on Bu5'inp~;~. 

Bob Christine grinned. .. "By gum r' nn11nblecl Dk!i Coodwin, as 
"Draw it n1ild ! '' ho said, with a chuckle. ho looked 8" the other two junior~ t.ltrough 

"It's not so bad a$ all that. Handfort,h':-- a kind of haze. "AnvLoch· seen 1ny trc.'t!1 
all right so long as you under~tnnd hin1. I'rn knocking about?'' .. ~· · 
going in there now, to l1a vc a word with hin1 
about my place in the forward line." "'i'ccth ?" rcpc>at()cl Doh, agl1a~t. 

"Good!" said Doyle. ''I'll pick you up." "I've lost a.bout a .cl{>zen," r.-:oaned Dick. 
"Pick n1c up?" "That's ·how it fc·el~, n.nyliow. ·Eh, Jn.d, 
~' After your remains are chucked otit," ex- Handy's a -chn1npion ·.with his right! He 

plai~ed Doyle, with a certain gloon1y satis- didn't- givo n1c a chance to say ·much. And 
faction. "One good turn deser\·C's. another, I only l,·a.ntcd to ask hi1n about the House 
you know." match." 

"You siJly ass!" growled BoL.. "Ho · "There yon arc!'' said ·Doyle -indignantly. 
wouldn't dare to lay his fingers on n1e ~ I" 1n Bob ··(!hri~ti-nc 5quarccl -his $boulders, and 
not in the Remove, thank goodness ~" l1an1nu~recl on· the door. He .. wasn't going to 

~' But he's Junior skipper, and you're going he afraid of this · blustering -fathead! If 
to see him about footer!" · Hand~, att«:mpted to ·biff him, ·be•d be jolly 

"That's alJ right-don't wo,ry about. my sorry for .Jumself ! -Bob -1va.s no mean boxer, 
safety!" said Bob grumy. :" I'rn ~1ot afraid and he had the ad,rantago of ·being pre-
of- Hallo 1 \Vhat the--~' pared. 

The door opened again, and Dick Goodwin All tlte samC', it was rat.her n sltock to him. 
sailed out in an inverted attitude. The door He and a.11 tho 'other Fourtl1-Formers hnd 
slammed, and Goodwin sat up with a· bleary known. for. w~oks past that Eclw~d ·oswa.Jcl 
expression on his face. · Handf-0rt.l1 was the captain of the Rcmo,-c---
. "But be reasonable, Handy!" he said un- elected for a joke. But i1r. Crowell, th~ 

steadilv. • For1n~mastc-r, .had failed to sec ·the point of 
"l\fy only l1at !'' gaspc-d Bob Christine, it, and hacl insisted upon Hnndforth bcing-

staring. · · retained. Since then the mighty leader of 
"Don't take any notice of this,,, said Study D had c1nploycd all his well-!;:nown 

Doyle .. , "We hnve these little affairs eYcrv aggre.ssh·e 1nethods to enforce his ideas upor 
day. I'm waiting .to see ~·on go in-and I'ri'l the RemoYe. He appeared to think that a 

· k 1 I Form captain was a supreme dictator, and 
curious to now io,,· you· I look when you that his word was law. He had ruled with an 
come out!" · 

-Bob sh·o,·c hard to cone-ea! liis uneasine'ss. iron hand, and tho Remove was getting 
"Is he always like this'!" ho asked rather fod-up with him. ,E,·erything ! ad 

lcss)y. . care- gone wrong since Hanclforth · had come into 
power. There was no peace for anybody. 

"Generally!" said Doy IC', with a. sniff. there wns no certainty about footbaH 
"But lic's been getting w.or5c lately. l\lorc matches. the River House Sc:hool was out of 
violent, you know." bounds in consequence of a free fight, nnd 

"l\fore violent?" asked Cluistinc. thcro wc~ro 6corcs of other complaints-all 
"Oh, much!" said Doyle. "He used to -due to Handforth's 1nista.ken policy of 

give- you a, chance to say what you came for, violence. 
but he doesn't no.w. He just gives .you one At fir:-L he 11a<l bf\c•n accoptecl as a joke. 
look, and sloshes out." 1'heu the. junior:; had rebelled against him, 

"One look?" asked Bob, with a wen.k smile. only to 1nake him worse than ever. The 
"That's all."' replied Doyle gloomily. llemo,·o didn't know -how -to handle him, or 

"Then you don't remC'mbcr anything until t.his st.or~· would· ·ha, .. e beC'n very· different. 
you pick yourself up outside. Look at Good- Tho n1oro · opposition that Handforth en­
win ! The poor· chap's. knocked half ~illy. countered, •tl10 1nore -aggressive : became his 
f'-~~ I'll bet he didn't do anything to deserve attitude. And .as ho · had received nothing 
it. elso · but opposition since he ·had taicen the 

Dick Goodwin was just picking himself up· reins, . Ins aggrcs-shrencss was no-.7 at its 
and clawing at the wall to steady himself. height. ·- .. · 
Bob Christine braced himself, anci assumed "Tl1c Rcmo\·c doesn't want mo!,, he hnd 
an . air of dignity. He couldn't very well snapped. ":All right! They~vc .got me, and 
back out of the thing, with these two Re- I'll jolly well sho,\9 ··them who's the boss! 
1novitcs looking on! They would only jump "They'vo. tried to trick me ·into resigning, 
to a wrong conclusion if he· suddenly rcmem- t.hcv',rc h~ecl to . make mo ·look silly, nnd 
bercd an important engagement ·elsewhere. thcv',·o failed! '\\Toll, I'm .going to rule the 

Tho door in front of him belonged to a Rcino,·e ·with an ·iron rod!" 
room at tho end of t.ho Rcmo,e -passage. And, ~vha t was more, he was ·doing it! 
It wasn't a study. It wasn't. a• box-room. --Such-fellows ns :Reggie_ Pitt and ;Ralph Leslie 
Nobody knew exactly "-hat the roon1 wa.s. FulJ.wood and -De Valerie and· TregclHs--\Vest 
It had alw~.ys been empty and neglected. bad .-gh-en 11im ~tp as a "'-bad -job. But t_he 
But now there was a great square -of card- rnnk and .:file still• resented 1um-a.nd quite 
board tacked on the door, informing all and unconsciousJ~, · made ·him worse, 
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"Afrai<l to go in?" askeu Doylo sarca'3- Handforth's Latest I 
tic.ally. . E D\VARD OS\VALD HANDFORTII, 

Bob Christine started. He had been so the captain of the Rernovc · and tho 
deep in . thought that ho had forgotten his the skipper of the St. [?rank· s junior 
fitn·1·oundings for a moment. · cJcven, swun(l' round in his swivel 

"No, I'm not afraid to go in!" he retorted. chai1· a.nd looked at 71is 1ninor with dignified 
He no,v dimly rernembcrcd tl.i;t a cheery concentration. 

voice had invited hin1 to enter. Ile opened "A gentleman?" ho repeated curtly. 
the door of the Captain's offic<', and walked ")fr. Bob Chri~tinc !" ::aid \Vil!y. 
in. Then he paused, opening his eyes rather "He's not a gentlcn1an !" snapp('d IIan<l• 
wide. forth. "He's one of tho~e fathcddl'd Foui'th-

" Na.me, please!" said the cheery voice. Forn1ers ! Tc11 hi111 to go and cat coke! 
"And business!" \Vhat.'s his business?" 

Bob Christine was too surprised to reply "Hc'-s con1e about the f ootcr-" 
for a moment. It was in1possiblc to advan~e "Oh, has he?" roared Hand forth, in cxas• 
far into the· roon1, because a barrier extended pcration. "That's about the sixth idiot who's 
from wall to wall. It was a rou~hly con- bothered me within tho fast half-hour f Yon 
~tructc<l affair, the carpentry being of a can go and teJI hi1n that he's got ten seconds 
primitive order; in fact. the barrier was made to clear out of this office!" 
of broomsticks and trellis-work. Handforth swung hiiu.sclf round again, ai1d 

Behind this · stood a small table, imnll'- seized the pen Hi3 swivel chair was a ho1nc­
diatcly facing the door, and a.t tho small mado one, and it was rathC'r inclined to 
table sat a sn1all _youth~ a)so . iinrnediately creak. 'l'he table was strewn with papers 
facing the door. And tho sinall ~-outh was and writing-block~ and bottles of ink. ~Jost; 
\Villy Handforth. of thfa paraphernalia. was there for the sa.ko 

of effect-for a. For1n captain's duties wcrA 
"\Vhat's this?" askccl Bob Christino by no n1cans so exacting as Handforth ioolccl 

blankJy. hin1sclf. into be1icviNg. But he regarded J1i~ 
"\Vhat's what?" ., office as a highly in1porta11t one. He was tho 
"All this-this idiotic r't>t ?" sai<l Bob, le ... dcr of he Form-the big noise of tho 

indicating tho barrier. and t11e general e, ... cct. Renlove. \Vhile t.ho Form i: nio ... the £orn1et· 
"Better go easy!"· murmured \Villy warn- stat£'mcnt, they. ,-;-ere in full agreement with 

ing)y. ".The, boss is iu~t behind the screen. the latter. · 
He's hard at work. planning out his next big "Wouldn't it be a good idea to liave a 
campaign. I'm the. office-boy. I shouldn't word with r;hristine ?" asked Wil1 . "He's 
advise vou t.o ask tor an interview no· . " a. men1bcr of the regular team, :you know 

"Office-boy ?" said Bob, in amaze:ncnt. • _., 
"\Vell, that's.what he calls me," explained "There's no regula1· t~a,n until l'\"'o 

\Vill:v. grinning. - "This is his bu~in()5s : ~dected it I" interruptt'd Handforth curtly. 
sanctun1-and he believes . in running every- ·' Obey my orders, · n1y lad. or get the sack! 
thing in the orthodox manner. Tl-- 0 

!= barrier, I'vt' cn.~ngcd you as office-b -y-not ns 
for cxamille .. Nob~d:v's allowc~ _into the ad,~iser !" . . ,, . . ,, 
111ner oflice w1tl1out express pcrnuss1on. '' Oh. all right, cluef, sa1<l W!lly. Ila.,;o 

"\Vcll I'm 1"iga-ered !" your own way-but you're a silly fathead, 
,., . 11 I "' "1'111 here to ask callers £or their name~. a tie samo · . 

and to n1ake thcn1 state their business." pro~ Ht' went bao" into the .ot~er pa.rt. of t!ie 
ceeded \Vill:v coo11y. "Let's ~o ahead. !\Ir. ro~,m; and found Bob ,9hr1~t1ne g~ar1ng. 
Christine wants to see 1'1r. Handforth about .. 1 n1 to tell ~·au--. h~gan \V11ly. _,, 
his-JI r. Christ.in.e'g-)1fac~ in the forth- Do yon t~,\nl< I didn t hP:1r. Y,?u :,IL,Y 
coining n1atch again:-:t Daiinington "!ramn1nr you~g duff er· _.den1a.ndf'd Bch. \Vhat s 
School. IIow· s that~" · the idea ot all tlus crazy nonsense? Handy, 

, you. clnunp 1 \Vhy don't you corn~ ou~ her,} 
"You silly youfrg fathead ! " Nl icl .l\'1 r. and act like a real skipper, and not like a 

Chri::.tinc, turning red; lunatic? I want to Kno,v if l'1n going to 
" \''."ell, am l right ?" I · S d ' I '' ''" p ay in atur ay s n1atc 1 ? . 
".-\s a 1nat.tcr of fact, you · e." "You can go and boil :vo1n~elf !,, roared 
"I shall l1ave to turn this 1nind reading IInndforth, from b0hind th(' scrPen. 

to account, one of these ilay~/' mid \Vi Uy• "You cxa :-perating c .. ,ckoo I" snorted 
with a grin. "\Vhy waste such n gift?" Christine. "I've · bc£ln invited out fo1· tho 

.A kind of snort came from somcwh~rc afternoon, 11nd 1 want to know whether I 
farther in the room. can accept the invit<' or not. If I write. 

'·' That's the chief!'' murmurcrl Wiliv. accepting it, you'll sho\·e my na,nt' on the 
"That's a sign that he rloesn't like . .:ei~g list-and 1f I r('.'fus(' I shalt orohahly be left 
di~h1rbcd. T'll go and sec if you've got a out.~ I know vour funnv little wnv~. So I'n1 
chiu1cc." . not tak~ng nny chances. l-_ Ill J pln)·ing, or 

\Vi1ly got. up from his chair. nnd walked nm I 1 nt? That's all I wnnt to know. u 

across the room to a big screen near the It was, after all, a perfectlv reasonable 
window. He tar.pe~ upon the end flap, and question. and one that nny foot h .. n l10r had the 
swung it open like a dnor. right to n~k ··h1:a captain. Doh Christino 

"Gcntlcn1an · to sec you, chief!" 110 "n- wasn't arguing.· or n1aking a rn~~- Ile ju5t 
nounccd 5olemnly. wanted to 1nakc his· nlans in advance. 
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But llandfortli was offl'ndc-d Lv hi~ tonC'. 
"I don't allow people to conl{' i·n he-re, a:--k-

ing n1t' sil]y quc~tions !" he said, appc-.aring­
from behind tlic sc-rccn. and pusliing back 
J1is sleeves. "I'1n a peaceful chap~ and I 
don't minc.1 answering a ch~il f)ttestion. Ilut 
you just calIP<l inc a chun1p. You culled nic• 
a cuckoo. You co1npared n1e to a lunatic. 
And 1~vc got one word to ~.ay to ~·ou-out-
6ide ! " 

"You've got a word to saj· to n1e out­
side?" 

"I'm saying it hC'r<' '." roared llandforth. 
"Buzz .off!" 

"But, confound you---" 
"Get out of this office!" 
"l'n1 hangf'd if I will~" shontc-d Ilob 

furiou~l~\'"'. '' l'\·e got to write to n,y 11ndc 
by this evening's post, and I want to kriow _,, 

"Up with 'en1 !" interrupted Hn nclforth 
brisklv. . 

"\\1hnt the dickcn~--- Hi! Steady--'' 
Iliff! 
Bob Christine staggered back. and \Viii~· 

<l~ft)y .opcn~d the w_ickct gat('I in the barrier. 
And as Bob conbnuC'cl to reel backarch, 
\Villy opened tli('I door. Bob sagged out 

· into the ~pas::n_ge. and sat down with a thud. 
"Smart work ! " said \Yilly, as he closed. 

the .door. 
His major took a deep breath. 
"I don't Jikc doing this sort of thing~ but 

duty is duty!" he. said grimly. "If anybody 
comes 11ere and talks to me with rcspe<'t. 
I'll. givo thcn1 a civil answer. But I'm not 
going to be insult.ed in my own office ·y I'm 
not going to be <'nllecl names! Thcrl'' s only_ 
one wav to tamo the R{'mo,·e, nnJ t.hat is 
to keep biffing th~ chaps until they reali~e 
where they stand!" 

"That's. just the troub]{'." ~aid \Yill~ ... 
"After vou've biffcd ~en1 thl'v don't ~tnnd." 

"I don't. wnnt any funny .. r~1unrks f ron1 
you, -m~· lad!" 

"No. chief!" said ,villy sol<'n1nl)·.· 
"G{'t back to Your table !" 
"Yes. chiC'f ! " " 
"And not so 1nuch check!" 
''No. <-hie£!" f:a id \Villy en I ml.,·. 
Edward Oswald gavo him_ a ftuecr look. 

and his fist8 insHnctivC'lV clos<'d. but 110 held 
·himself in check and ~walked bark to his 
own ii1ner ~-inctnn1. He was rat.her pleased 
with this offiGe of hi$. He hnd p~anncd it on 
the · style oF real City office-. although it 
1had a suspiciously close rc~cmhlnn<'c to those 
offices one sePs in .an American film. But it 
pleased · Hanrlf orth. He was <':xclush·ely 
private behind his screen, hi!' office-boy ,vns 
1n .attcnda.ncc, nnd the rabble was 1H~1d in 
check by _the wood<'n bra rricr. 

Outside.>. Bob Chri5tinc was slow]~· n1as• 
saging his nosl'\. 

'' Th~-tho violent rotter!" he hrC'ntl1ccl. 
"He didn't give n1e a chanc<' ! He didn't­
\Vhnt ·ai·c you grinning at, Doy]{'?" he add('cl 
coldh·. 

'"i1hat no-~c of vonr~ will be a ._picture in 
abo\1t an hour!" ~id Doyle, with a joyous 

noto in !1is voice which struck Bob as the 
(':-~c·nce of callousness. 

"I'm going to 1nak<' a fuss about this i·' 
said tho Fourth Forn1cr hotlv. "You 
ltomo,·o chap~ can put up with Handy·~ 
lunacy· if you lik<·~ but the Fourth won't. 
Not lik()ly ! The Fonrth's been inbultcd­
.ind the l•'ourth \\·ill have revenge!" 

"Do -~·ou happc>n to QC\ the entire Fourtla ?" 
asked Doyle- hotly. "Besides, what's the 
good of· talking rot? Handforth clocsn"t 
1nake any distinctions. He'd Liff out a pre• 
f<'ct as soon as look at him l" 

Reggio Pitt carnc np with a brisk stride. 
"Hallo! S01ncbody been fighting 1" la• 

askC'd chcerilv·. "Haven't I cftcn warned 
you against ~ this unfortunate_ tendency to 
quarr0l? You shouldn't let your tempers get 
the b0tter of ~·on--" 

"You funny n~s ! '' snapped Bob. "Handy· s 
done thi:d" 

"All of it!" asked R.~ggic, looking at the 
trio. 

"Yes. confound liin1 ! " 
"Then he•s done well!" said Pitt, wit.h a 

grin. '' H(''s douc ~·on nil a bit of n<? g<;>od, 
by the look of things. In one of lus httle 
mood~, ch ? Oh~ w~ll, life's. full of these 
su rpriscs. \V c . .F.-hn 11 ha ,·e to try our luck." 

," Are ~'OU ~ing· in there?" asked Clu-is-
tin~. with sudden hop<'. · 

~• That's what I came for, a.nyhow,'1 nodded 
Reggie. 

"Good man!" $llid Do~·Ie. "\Ve'll bo 
ready for you." . 

R(}ggie noclclerl. and rnsscd into tl1c great 
man's offi<:c. He c1oscc the door, and took 
in the scene at a glance. He grinned lYith 
apprcc1n tion. _ 

"Name, plC'a~e !" said " 7i1ly. 
u All co1nplct.e, eh?" said Pitt, with a 

chuckle. "No acltnittnnce beyond the bar­
rier-, I !-Upposc? Tell his lordship that a 
luunbl~ slave awaits without-a miserable cur 
who would llJlYP. conYcrs.e with his nibs." 

Will~.. grinned~ went to the screen, and 
gave t-hc message verbatim. Handforth 
appeared~ nncl rcgnrdrd the \"isitor with a. 
severe glnncc. 

"Greeting. 0 Rajah!'' sai<l ReggiC', 
salaaming low. "I .inst came along to speak 
about Saturdav'~ te.am-" 

"Oh, did yo11 ?" said Hnndforth ominou~ly. 
"Tlwro' ~ 6uch a lot of talk goin,:,· round 

that I tbought rd pop in," went on R('ggie. 
nodding. "The fellows 8C('m to think you're 
going to make n mes·s of things. But you're 
the captnin, and I'm a firm bc-li~ver in letting 
the captain choose his own men without a.J1v 
interferen_ce. I thought you'd like to kno,,· 
that I shall be available, i£ you want n1(\. 
Or, if you don't want me, I shan't raise Cain. 
You're skip{-er, nnd ~-our word is_ final." 

"Oh!" said HanL· :orth, nodding. "Good 
man!" 

"If .yoµ like nny hints fro1n a humLle 
discip1c--" . 

"\Veil, as n mat.t('r of fact, I ha.,·en't quitr 
decided about the team ~-ct.," confessed 
Hn.ndfo1~th. "I thonght about making ,some 
cxpcrin1C'nt~, but I'm not ro sur.1 •. 1. .. ou'rc in 
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t11e ele\·cn nnyhow. If I want soinc adYiee, '' .-\ n1inl '_.) earlier than I expectc~d, hut 
l' 11 pop o~·cr to tlw \Vest llousc later on, that':, all to the good/' ho said. '' lt'JI give 
and perhnps we can have a, ~aw about it." tho:-!c chun1s of n1i11c a. bit n1oro tinie to pre• 

"Any old ti1nc," said l{eggic, nodding. paro _tea. l'vo got to go along to the shop 
"'\-'"ou'll find n1c about." and. buy the tuck. \Vo'vo planned a specjal 

'' Thanks, old man," said Hand forth. feed this evening, a.;; a 1natter of fact." 
Reggie nodJed again- and strolled out. lie "In that ca;;c, you're not sacked!" :said 11is 

dosed tho door softly, and. Doyle and 1ua.jor caln1ly. 
Christin(?. and. Goodwin 1·ega_rded hin1 with "Rats I You can!t ~a.(•.k a chap, and then 
acntc indignation. engage hin1 in the next second," said \Villy, 

"\Y11at' s the idea of this?" <lcn1andcd Bob ,vith a trace of anxi(lty. "1'1n fed-up with 
Christine 11otly. t.his job, anyhow. You're too conceited, Ted. 

"\Vhat's the idea of what?" You expect 111c to • Chief' yoll every 1ninutc-, 
•" Con1ing out without a black eye?" and bow and scrape as though you wero a. 
"~fy dear old chap, it's easy!" smiled Pitt Chinese mandarin I You're a good sort, on 

~cntly. "Handy is one of the n1ildcst fellows tho \vhole, but sou1· 11cad's too la1·ge for your 
u1 the world-if you only know how to treat . hat!" · 
him. I went into that roon1 with a certain Handforth flushed deeply anJ pointed to 
objcct-a.nd I',·e come out. with the exact tl J ,._ 1 d 1 • , . . f 1e c oor. . 
;Ji:now c go rcquu-e. It s Just a question o "That's done it!"' lie roared. "You'1·e clis-
tact." · d•" 

H 11 d I 
. 

1 
. . • nu~se . 

c r-tro e off,. caving t 1e trio. staring "Good inan !" saiJ \Yilly. "Is this final r" 
after hin1 blankly. ".Absolutely l" 

" .. A.11 right, then-ten bob!" 
"What?'' 

Willy Gets the Sack. "Ten bob!" said \Vi11y cahu1y, 11ol<ling out 
saicl \Villy hi:3 hand. -. . . . 

"You-yoit- ':(en bob!'' ga~ped Ha.nd­.. "c LEVER chap, R('g-gic ! '' 
thoughtfully. · 

"Eh-," -' 
"I'm· saying that Reggie's a clever 

cl1np," repeated \Villy. ""H9 only wanted 
to kno,v just the same as the other chaps, and 
lie went qut in .onp whole piece. You ti·catcd 
hin1 like a long-lost ·brother." · · 

Handforth started. 
"You-you 111oan he was ki<lding. inc ?" he 

·: 'risked, staring. 
"Ho wasn't exactly lkidding you, but ho 

knows how to get on your right side, just 
the s:une as I do," explained .Willy. "It's a 

- mystery to rue why these other -chaps don·t 
jump to it. It's. tl_1e .easiest thing in the 
world. And yet they keep to the sa1no old 
tactics, and they never learn 1" 

"Tho easiest thing in the world!" repeated 
Hnndforth darkly. 

"Oh, come off it!" grinned Wi11y. ".!\Iy 
hat! I'm your brother, and I ought to kno\,·, 
oughtn't I? \Vha(-~ going to ~ appcn to me 
if I call you a pig-headed chun1p, and an 
obstinate donkey?" · · 

"I'll smash you to. atoms!" _roared Hand­
forth. 

"Then I won't ca1l you either of 'cm," said 
\Villy calmly. "You see, Ted, that's just the 
point. These other chaps wor;i't ke~p their 
thoughts to themsclve$." _ · 

For onco Hnndforth -was rather swi£t. 
"Oh!"· he snapped. "So you think 1'111 a 

pig-headed chump, do you ?" 
"My dear ·old Ted!" protested WiJly. 
"You think I'n1 an obstinate donkey, ch?" 

insisted his major. · 
"\Vhy jun1p to such rash conc1u.sions ~" 

asked \Villy, pained. · 
'' All right, my lad-I'll sho\V you whether 

I can be subjected to this_ sort of thing from 
1ny own office-boy l" shouted ·Edward Oswnld. 
"You've got the sack I Under$t.and? You're 
sacked from 'this n1inute·!u 

\VilJy glanced at his watcl1. 

f ortl1. '' Great cork_~! Have )·ou got the 
nerve to stand thero and ask n1c f-or ten 
bob?" 

"No, of COW'5C not," said \Villy. "rn1 not 
asking-l'1n den1an<ling it as a right.· Don't 
k_eep· n1e n1essinri about, 'Ted." 

'_' .. .\ right.?". breathed his 1najor thickly. 
"\Vhat -else <lo you call it?" asked Willy 

in<ligna..ntly. "Didn't you engage n10 as 
office-boy for t~n bob a week?" 

-· 1'.~ Yes, I did." 
·"Then· why argue~" asked· ,vill,r. "Ten 

hob!" 
"But, you young sweep, you haven't l1een 

here moro than half an hour l" bellowed 
Handforth. "D'you think I'm going t.o pay 
you ten bob for l1alf a.n J1our ?" 

\Villy sighed. 
"I wouldn't l1a.ve thought it," he ~aid sadly. 

"~Iy own brother, toot ;\fa.king a contract, 
and then tearing it up as though it were a 
~rap of paper ! " · 

" ... ;\-a contract?" sai<l l1is major witl1 a 
stnrt. 

"Everybody knows that if an employee's 
sacked ,vithout notice, he's got to have his 
''"eek' s wages," explained \Villy patiently. 
"Sure1y you ~no,v the Jaw on. that point, 
Ted? You haven't given n1e not1ce1 so buck 
up with that ten bob, and don't quibble! .,\ 
contract's a contract. Am I to go out and_ 
fell everybody that you've bro'kcn your 
word?" 

1Iand£orth was· so ~pecchless thnt: he just 
stood there opening his n1outh and c]osinr." it 
again. Then he dragged out a tcn-shil 1ng 
note and pushed it into his n1inor's hand. 
Ho pointed to tho door w.ith a quivering 
finger. 

"Go l" he muttered l1oarscly. 
: \ViHv noJd~d. 
"Good old ·Ted!" he said with approvn1. 
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"Didu't I sny that I knew· exactly ho,v to 
,vangle you? Oh, I uearl r for got!~, 

He reached clown and 'picked up a pieco 
of carcll>oard near his table. 'l'hen · lie ,Ycnt 
to the door, opened it; and pin11ccl the card 
on tho outside'. · 

"What's that?" de1nanded liandfortb. 
·quickly. , . . . .. 

"l thought you d appreciate 1t," _sru<l ,,. illy 
_ cooUy. - . . 

He strolled ofT down tl1e passage, ,vlust!Jng,. 
and Hancirorth stal'Cd at t!10 card, which bore 
the legend, in bold letters: 

"OFFICE-BOY ,,~ .. \~TED~,, 

"Well I' 1n · j iggcrc<l ~" ga5pecl, Hf 1~~1f orth 
,vith a deep breath. "~c hact ~t ail _ready. 
too r He knc"' I "·as going to g1 ,·e lum the 
sack. In fact 1 by c:eorge, the young burglar 
had_ it all prepared iu _advance!" 

\\Tilly ~et. Chubby H<'ath and Juic-~· Le~on 
. in the ff>hby, and they \\·ere both. look1nJ,; 
rather anxioits. ".rhcy rushed at tli011· leader 
as he ca n1e up. 

"On ti1no to the iuinutc," said ,Yil!~·, . . 
gr1nn1ng. _ 

"Hay_c yon got it?" th<'y dcn1andcd. 
"Got ,vl1at~·, 
"\Yhy, that. ten Lol) !"' 
"i\'ly poor fathead~, wlJat.. did yon tLink T 

accepted the job as office-boy -for?" a~~cd 
\Villy tartly. '' It was a easy as shellu1g­
peas I rl'cd said he wanted an officc--boy, 50 1 
1ncekly a 0 -rccd. I told you I !--ltou1d be out 
in half a1~ hour, dit1n't I? ,, ... ell. cluring the 
last minute I checkf\cl lii111, and I got the 
snck. Could an~·thing be easiC'r ?" 

"And he actually paid up?". asked Juicy, 
awed. · 

!' He couldn't clo anything chc-an ·em­
ployer has got to give a ,YP~k's ,,:ages in 
lieu of notice~" grinned \Yilly blandly. 
"That's where I had 11irri · on toa,t., although 
he didn't see it until it ,Yas too latl'. (~ornc 
on' Let's iro nnd r3 id ~Jot l1C'r HH kc".s tc-a 
supplies. Did yoti ordc1· the pies and 
things?" . 

"\Vo didn"t like to." ad1nitk'd Claubh)~ 
Heath. "\\·e thou$'ht ,,·e'd bC'tt<'r wait until 
you cam£' along- ,v1th the · ca~h." 

Willy shook l1is head. 
",vhen will you chaps 1ca rn to ha,.,. faith 

in me?" he askf'd bitterly. "Dfrln°t I pro­
mise to bring- the n1oncy? Don't I alway~ 
make Ted shell ·out if I wnnt hin1 to? 'l'ht·i-c-' ~ 
no clcvernc-~~ in it." 

"You're right.!~' agreed Chubb~-. ,:It'~ a 
gift!" 

Church nncl ~le-Clure. of thC' Ren10\·c. can10 
in, and Church gn,·c- the fag~ a su~piciou~ 
glance. 

"I thought yon wc1·c on cluty in the office?"' 
he asked. 

"I am sacked." C'xplainecl ,Yilly. "Ted 
will probably; get one of ~-ou chaps to !ict 
as office-boy now. Poor old F-C'Ottt_-. ! l ou 
have my sy1npath~- ! \Yhat a liarcl, drab life 
you n1ust lend ! " . 

The fngs passed out~ chuckling~ and Church 
and ~IcClure glnrcd after them, 

... 

c: I knr-.v tl,r young Lf'ggar was llJ? to ono 
of l1is dodgc-s," said l\lcClure, I l'0wn1ng. "I 
,varurcl Handy, too, but he ,vouldn't take 
any notiC"e. \YC'il, an~·ho,v, ifs tca-tin1c-~o 
let's bopc hc,'ll Le in a softened inood. I'll 

.got busy on these :kippers. Yon take hi1n tho 
pnrcel. '' 

"Don·t --l,c rnean," said Church. "Co1no 
along and support me." 

HnndfOEth's chi1n1s ,Yent along to. the· office 
ancl entered. TJ1eir. leader was pacit1g up t.nd 
do,Yn behind· the barrier; with a flushed, <'X­
cited look on. his face, and a wild expression 
in his· e:res. _ Church and ~IcClurc had often 
not.iced ~ t hesc- syn1ptom~ in1mediatcly af tcr 
\Villy had. h toucl1ed " his major .. 

"It's tho last time!" -said Handforth, 
patt~ing and glaring. "TJic young boundC'r 
got me- in a trap. I had to pay him up, or 
ho pestered with 1•in1 for a. whole ,vcck. But 
if he comes nenr n1c again--'' 

He broke off, and eye-cl his faithful cJaums. 
"Been to the village?" he n~ked keenly . 
"Ye.:;. rathc•r.'' ~aid l\IcClure. "\Vc'vc got 

1 1 k . . " son1e 0Y0.y ·1ppC'rs-
'" l(ipper.-i ?'' roared Handforth. ",,That 

aoont that typc-writC'r? llo\\: can ~-ou l'Xpcct 
a Form captain tQ conducy lus offi~c pr~p.e~·l.v 
if he hasr/t got a t,,·powritcr? \\- here 1s 1t? 
I suppo~o yo11•v0 k·ft _it. in thC' study~" . 

"No, ifs hf'r('." 5a1ll Church, putting his 
parcel on the t~• hle. -

It '\"a$n't. a big parc-el, although it ,vas 
c~rt.ainly ratl,f•r wc•ighty. ~!'he juniors had 
picked it up n t t lie po~t-officc-"·~ere _parcels 
,\-ero of ten c-ol!c·C'~etl of an evening in pre­
ference to awaiting the morning delivery. 
H.anclforth looked at it "·ith 8corn. 

'" y OU hopeless ·a·s~es !" he said. cc That's 
not the typr,v~itcr. I exp~ct they've _sent 
Jhc tools and ·011-ran and th1~gs. The giddy 
~lO\\"-c-onch('~ ! .And lu~re am I, absolutely 
l1elpless without t.hat machine!" 

Church and !\IcClnrc· said notliing. They 
. had t.hl'ir own ideas regarding. Handfo.rth's 
helplessne5s. 1'h~y al~o had t.he1r own ideas 
about that parC'el. But "·hat ,vas the good 
of saying nnything? Thl'ir leader ,vbuld only 
j nn1p down their throats! _ 

So thC'v ,vaitcd with int~rest while Hand­
forth ripped off the "Tn pping. 

The Wonderful Typewriter. 
"WELL. 1"111 jigger0d !'' 

Hanclfo1·th "·as startled. '1.'he 
typewriter was there, sure enough. 
but it w«sn't cxact1y what he hnc1 

pictun·d in hi$ n1ind. The machine was ~quit 
a small one. and not- at all convent1onn1. 
ThcrC\ wns a kind of round plate on the top. 
with a nic-kel-plnted fingc-r-grip in the middle 
'fhe wholr n1achine was only four or five 
inches high, and although it ,vas brhnd-ne\v 
~nd nicely produced. it. did 11ot seem t;> plcnso 
it.s nc,v O\\'n('r at all. 

''\Vhat-what's this thing?,, he a·skcd 
indignnn tl~,. 

(Continued on page 44). 



Greetings From Your Editor I 

l\I Y DE1n Cur:\IS 
-Only one 1noro 
editorial cha.t to 
\Vrito to you in tho 
vc-ar 1932. for in a. 
fortnight'~ t i111e 
\VC sha]l Le l1erald-

0 
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R£ADERS 1 PRIZE 
JOKES 

"I heal~ Sn1iih 
l1a~ gi,·l\ll up. hi~ 
bu:-;ine~-,. :, 

•• \Vhy, I w~~ 
toltl · ~Ycrythiug-
"'ent, liko clock­
work." 

·' f-'.o ·t 1· 1 C\ 1· {H: 

. ing . a 11e,v yPar-
1933. Gel\ how 
tho ; tiu10 · ·lias 
flown-it~ s ~i ruply 
auu11.ing· ! :-;tilJ. 
,vc lw ve 111.a ua ,red 

Letters to the Editor 
should be addressed 

fir~t · of all the 
business g-a.Ye ton 
1nuc-h tick, then 
it hega u to get 
run dowu. anLI 

~ 
to NELSOR LEE LIBRARY, Pleetwa:, JJouse, 

Farringdon Street, London, E.C.'f. to gC't quite a Jot 
into . 1D32. 'J'hc? 
Nel~·ou Let\ for in:--tanec, l1a~ bL\<·n (·nrryiug 
011 f ro1u triuul},li to t riu1uph. stic:kiug- elo~o 
t_o .':lLa· tradition of always ~11pplying the l1c~t 
h<.:t 1011. 

·raking- a quick reYicw of the i.~:'11es fo1· 
tl1c pa:,t t,•,·eI ve nioni hi;;, we ha ,·e had ·llo 
eau~e for co1nplaiuis. 311·. ]~. 8. Brooli~ hu..; 
put in sotue Yl'l'.Y ,~xcellcut wod,. a11d I 
kuo,v he will continue to <lo tlie ~a1nc iu t hr~ 
Xe,v \'.~ear. J le is <·t•rtainly 1naking :1 good 
start. with anothr-r ucw f-!ericR of ~tories 
~vhic:h will appear iu the early -Ltuuary 
l~':-llt).5. 

Out· clctcdiY•~-tltrillcrs have! 1uc·t ,riili ;i. 

gTf'·at re:ccption, aud 1norc of these will he 
pulJlished llt'Xt. yf•ar~ 80, on the whol~. ,,·,~ 
<·.au congi-a~:nlate Olll'~elves on ,·.'hat h21s heen 
doue, and· pron1i~e onrscl\"CS au e,·,:-11 grcatet· 
::;tu.:cess in 1033. 

'fhero is ouc ii t·n1 qf news I ~iHl})l_y 11Jlt.~t 

fr,JI you now; 'l'hi:-; concerns a. great nr:w 
'\Var ~toi·y wbid1 I l1aYe had writtPJt :---}}L·ciall_y 
fo1· tl1c Nel:-:on LPL\ and which will lit\ ~tart­
ing \"t'l'Y ~hori.l~·- 'fhis story deals ,,·ith 
u. •;ery little-known S(•rvicc-thc Scrn"i ~(:L·­

vicc-whosc u1c1nl1ers ar0 1nen of cast, iroa 
ncr,·c and pluck. St.orics of thci1· grc~at 
lu•roisrn and ~elf•s:.acrifice during the• world 
\Var of 1914-18 arc not oft<~11 toltl. bnt tht! 
:--uhject off,~r~ ,,·onderf nl scope. 011t· long· 
~tory of the Brit i :.;Ji Secret 8<.'l'\" ie._\ of t h1? 

(;reat \Var will cau~<' a. seu~ation. It i~ l lH~ 
fiiic~t \Va:· story YL't toiLL and vou will· he 
reading it Yf'l'Y ·~0(

0

)ll now. · 'l'ell all .,·ou1· pa 1~, 
aud look out fn1· fnrtlicr an11O1u1e0nwiH~ n•:\t 
week. 

T lIERE i.-; .-:tiJl ti1nc fo,· ~:ou fo ohi.ain 
· the be.st ..:\nn1.1al!-5 on the Jnarket if 

yon buy now an,l bu,y ouly c.l uy nf t l1e 
' following books : 

,·, 'I'he IIOLIDc\ Y .. Annua1, !' priee 6/-. 
'· 'l'he POPUL.AH. B<JOI~ OF 130\~S, 

S'fORIES," price 2/6. 
'' 'J'hc llOBBY ~\nnuu}/' price 6/-. 
,c 'J'he )IODERN ]lOY~s .AllJllt.d/~ price G,' -. 
"Tl1l"' New Z()() ~\nnual," pnce 6/-.. 

and 
"E,·ery ·13o_y:s' Book of :,.101·on~, SIIIP~ 

and EX(;I~ES, ~, pric-c 7.'6 .. 

11on·-,,·"ll, t1u·:y'vc had to wincl it up!" 
(P. l'tu·hotfvn, 500a, Lcfds ltortd, JJra,l­

f,Ji'd.-.·l z:cuknijc.) 

Passeng,\1• (after fir~t Hig!Jt on board ~hip):· 
·• I ~ay, whc·r0 have 1ny eloth0s gone?~, 

Stew nrd: ·· \Vherc diJ you put thcrn:" 
Pa~sengc•r: '· Jn ihal littJc cupboard oY<•r 

t her,~." 
Stew.nr<l: ••Sir, ihat."s Hot a cupbo:1rd··­

tha t.'s a. portliole !'' 
t.l. Rcm.m£ngton, 12, S/t,-111d0w .Jlo•1d, 

Pit ibsboro' i ]Jublin.--.-l !J ro 11d 1;ri.: c.) 

. .-\ colouretl fn1it-gTowcr in .Au1criea ca11cd 
at a store aud askecl for crctlit.. 

"But,. ~aui," said the l!roccr, "'ha,eu~t. 
· yon just sold ~-our peaches?" 

"Yes, Hth," ·.vas the anr;wcr; •' but de 
ducks ;nll got it.~' 

'"The cl uc:ks all g;ot i l ? ~, l'('PC~ teJ n I-~\ ,tor(•­
keC'per. 

"Y cs, !-=ah. I ~11 i pp0(] de1n · do·,y n l u t ! lP 

city, and· tlc-•y • dcJueks' for frC'i~flt, ',ft.. 
ducks' for haL11ing, ',]etlucks • fr,t· euu1n11~­
:--ion, :. tHl ' t k·duek:-:; ' for i u~u1\111co ! IJe 
thtt:ks, sah, all et tip f.ht•lJl P<~ad1e~ r' 

(D. Loan, 14, f'udmo,·c Arc1u1c. Jlonn·it/,, 
S 11t1l!t .lustntli,r.·- .l !/ntntl 1,ri:!.) · 

]loar,lc1· (an~rily): "f protr':--f ~ l i1,a\f' 
h1'l'J1 in thi . ..; 1,laef~ .a \\Pl'k, athl I !1an~n~t ~c•,·11 
a J,it of ~oap wi_th whieh to wa~it n1_y fnc,, !~' 

Lane.II ady : '' \V ell, yot 1 ~ \"C g-ot a ton gu(•, 
havl•u·t \"Oll ·c ., 

13oard~-l': ·• 1?c~; hut do you tl,:1,k .i'n1 a 
c:ii ?" 

(i'Ur.,-tthr.·: 31, J>ri,H·r .ll/Fnl:s ]/,1ad. J',,,t 
]~'li:u.bcth, Sau tit .Jj, h-a.--.1 yr~n,d J1J'i:,.) 

PEN PALS. 

P. ·y·c>1111g, 9, \Vrayhu1·n Street. Edgf' lldL 
Live,·pool. want~ Liverpool readers tu jo: u 
t hP. lfalcyon Ilan1blin g Ci nb. .Ag-cs 18-·-26. 

lt lfarri?. 47, Jl11.".'k:n 1\Yen11e. S11ttn1: 
1load, Southend-on-Sea. want:; to heat· fruzn 
readcr5. 
tt \Vhile, 18. South J~ud Clo~('. Tl:nnr,­

~tc-:-~u.l. London,. N.W.3, \Y~111t-; to· g,·t · in to1wl1 
"·. i th a c1 ~a rc•itc c~11·d d: 1 b. 



COCK THE. WALK! 

-·-----------
... ll()Y., DETEC1 IYE~ DISGUJ.SE ;JUTF11:.S 

.· .('outa;uiug · Grcns,· l'aint~ (Sallow or· Chrnc·&c·. S:mhnrr: 
.- :;,_1· RNl lndiRn,, Moustac-hC's; Hair i :\f~orl(•_d colt•urs): 
~~ ltc·m,~\·nbT<' ~c-ar:-; n1l'I Wart~; 'foothhbc-k F.r;am_(•l, ff<'. 
;~- t·ll" .. TWELVE ITEMS, -inciudirii! ·.t;Sl·!u'. t,cok 
~ ·: ~ec·reti; of JH~2n1sc-,'' onlJ 1 16. ·(fr inrg, r. win, txtr-d 
--. Ht·t·asc·.Paim" Mc,rwdc:, lkitt"d. <'tc.~ .. 2 6-..,..J\.LiP T~HE 

• MA:R.VELLOUS NEW FUN ·BOX, contn111i11~'"4 C'X 
,,1r,i,in· C'i!t~; h:ul(h,cmr'. .lckr ~qmr: R11tt0nl.irl1•~••1cwr,c, 

-- I.nu<1-F.1-:P'<11djniz l'c•rrcil; ftninJ Jo"ir,ll•·r tlfro11lr"l,'Hat;Jnke; 
·. 'l'rkk 1.il?hfnl Cie,;l:·,:t((· ·n.,H.I M:,fl:l'fioltl~ ~n;l,kr•\'.;Pui:~J'f!. 
~~~h: ~r,v<·lth·!I 11 •• f-'v~I Jlr:·£• {r·cn. THI:, ·BQYS' OWN 

' S!tOP tN.L.L.L-~. INVERKIP ST.:.ORE1:NOCX. 
• . '='· •· (Scr.11 2d st.1Inp f,, .. Ll:,ts :iul -~~•1ir,l,:) · 

::.,. . -· 

. ,. .... 

- , ... .. '.... . ~ . 

. J~ .,THE .. BRITAN~~A" AIR. -PIS.TOL .. 
·· • • ~ A 'Hn.11:;,tl, l'rodui·t.:d \\'\•p_pu11 t:r,Uolct. 

fn1t'allrlhc'tracU1ion5 ·of., ·Bl!lTJ~ll 
. WORKM1\~~1IIP ~ Pc,::1tinJ,li tho 

most nccurnt,· HAClll~E-MA l>E pi~t:-.1 Cf<'r 
. • produced •nt l hC' 1,ricc-. """ ut 1fnil v fiuisllr•d: 

-~h<WJt!; with '1:rcat •forre- r.nd 1K1ic·tratlo11 hcins:, 
wade ('Utircly ·or OF~T ~TEEI.. H wilf ,•:car for· 

:t cnr. t~nri\·all<'d fr.r rndt')cr · ::a 1.cJ ontd~or u::c. 
. · ~ • Tar~vl 1u1d Hat ~hoot in~ 
~-•:rricc:,--1.nTu 'blued: &·6' "nrh. · \Vi:h supply of 
.~ ."': l'ri<'c. ularr.d ... g;. rach. D:Lrts nnd ~:u~s 

,<.rn,t .1or•l1.-.f f nf r:1111.~. ate 11os.t • fru, • t r(l,n t r,e mnf,e.r. 
-l'!tA·NK CLARK'E. SportR nent .. ~-IA 41. Lower 

·· .. --:, Loveclay Street. BIRMINGHAM. 
,. -· I • .... . • 

WIRE ·PUZZL~ : ·Will f(rrr, ~-our friends 11ncl 
- · C~ • family- inl f'l'<'t-:1 rd anrl ·nnrnsc<l 

i"7l~J,: ·.nlF,l-'EHE~T : f<.r hOlll'R.-J. w K11owks .. l94 • 
· · • 2 6 ":i'cst Pr-c-o . • l{in11:'s Hoa,1. Chl'!!Ka ~- W 3 .. . ' . 
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